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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, JOEN B. ROGERS and
WILLIAM Ham. HALL, citizens of the United
States, residing in the city and county of San
I‘mnclsco State of Califor nia, have invented
certain newand Improved Means for Marking
Checks, Drafts, and Similar Papers to Pro-
tect the Same from Fraudulent Alteration, of
which the following is a specification.

The followingis a description of ourinven-
tion, reference being made to the accompany-

ng drawings, forming pm*t of this speciﬁcaw

tlon in WhlGh-—-—-—

Flﬂ ure lis an illustration of a check marked |

by means of our invention. Fig. 2 shows in
plan our device, the top case or cover, ham-
mer, and prmtmn‘ mechanism removed. Fig.
3 shows the lower portion of our device in
section and the upper portion, with hammer
and printing mechanism, in -side elevation.
Fig. 4 shows a front elevation of our device,

with a portion of the lower case broken out |

to better show the means for moving the pa-
per forward while being stamped.

Like letters of 1efel ence indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures.

The object of our invention is to provide a

new and simple means for impressing upon

the paper of checks, drafts, or similar docu-

ments in non-er :{Ls&ble characters the va,lues"

of said documents.

By means of our invention the fiber of the
paper is raised and broken similarly to the
results obtained by a high embossing, and
while not necessarily puncturing or perforat-
ing the paper the process or operation de-
stroys the sizing, and the fiber is so stretched
and raised as to present a ragged surface
which would rub up or tear it an attempt at
erasure were made over it.
this, as a further safeguard and to make the
characters stand out bold] y, the raised or
broken surfaceis printed or inked. The siz-
ing being destroyed, the ink or color is readily
iber virtually pene-

trating the paper, makmn* erasure or altera-
tion 1‘mp0881blﬂ

Our device, ag shown, consists of the circu-
lar plate a, carrying the raised characters D,
mounted and made fagt 130 a spindle ¢, Whmh

shown and provided

« and disk f
the spindle ¢, providing a means for rotating

indentures «’.

In addition to

has its lower bearing in the center column of
the lower case d. Directly above the plate o
and made fast thereto through the disk or
filler ¢ is a thin spunmmetal disk having
flexible arms f, in shape substantially as

with perfma,tmns
through the thickness of the arms 7, forming

the chmactels g, corresponding with the
raised characters b on the plate ¢, and so ar-
ranged that when the arms f are depressed
the perfomtwns therein will close over and
closely engage the corresponding raised por-
tions of the characters b.

The disk 2, having stamped upon its upper

face characters eouespondmﬁ* to and in posi-
tion bearing fixed relation to those upon plate
is made fast to the upper end of

the same, together Wlth plate ¢ and disks e
and f, to brmw any desired character into po-
sition for use.

On the periphery of the plate a opposite

each ehmaetm or in fixed relation theretoare
A spring-lug 7 in the lower

75

case ¢ i s 80 placed as to engage the inden-

tures o' as the plate « is rotated and holds
the plate in any desired position. |
~I'he upper case or cover j, with a column j*

.bmed to receive the upper portion of the

spindle ¢, which extends upwar d through it,

| carries the hammer-arm 7', provided with an
index j° for the disk /.

The hammer device,
consisting of the hammer %, rod %/, and cap

k?, slides. Vertlcally in the hammer-arm 7 and

can be depressed sufficiently to force a per-

forated character g on an arm of the disk #
into engagement  with its corresponding

raised character 6 of the pl:-the @. 'The ham-—

mer is returned to and held in normal posi-
tion by the spiral spring .

d’ within the lower case d provides a solid
bearing beneath the hammer for the plate «.

"On either side of the hammer & and made

fast thereto are drums m. An inked ribbon
n wound from one drum to the other and
passing beneath the hammer /& furnishes an
inking-surface for the hammer.
automamcally moving the ribbon may be pro-
vided, but are not shown or specified.

The device for moving the paper forwar d
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Means for

35

60
05

70 -

30 .
85
9'3

95

l 00 .




9 , 592,583

upon the table- p]ate 0 conc;lsts of the mllle,d | tion beneath the hammer % and the opem-

rollers p and cog-wheels p’, geared together
and mounted upon spmdles on e1thel side

~ within the front of the lower case d. A

nected with said cob-wheel The lever g, with |
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ratchet-wheel p*is mounted upon the spindle .

of one of the cog-wheels p’'and is rigidly con-

the spring-pawl ¢’ for engaging the teeth of
the ratchet p°, is mounted on the same spin-

dle with it and is held in normal or raised

position by the spring ¢®. The arm r, fas-
tened to the hammer %, serves to depwss the

lever g at each downwal d stroke of the ham-.
“mer. The pawl ¢, engaging the teeth of the
ratchet p*on the r eturn St1 oke of ‘the leverqg,

actuates the wheels p, p’, and p? and this mo-

tion is tr ansmltted to the corresponding set

of wheels p and p on the other side of the case

by the cog-gear p°, which is constantly in en-
gagement with the cog-wheels p’. The length

of the stroke of the lever g 1s limited to the

length of the slot d=. - |
The carriage s, fastened to the u pper case
or cover j by the spring-arms s', carries the:

milled rollers s?, which are in enﬂaﬂement
with the mllled rollers p, which extend

through the table-plate o, except when the
carriage s is raised to allow the msertlon of .

the paper.
Theoper ation‘for stampmn' a check or draft

is as follows: The carriage s is raised suffi-

ciently to allow the.paper to be inserted be-
tween the two sets of milled rollersp and s2

When the paper is in ‘the proper position
upon, the table-plate o, the carriage sis.re-:
~ leased and the paper is held ﬁrmly between:
the milled rollers p and s® . Then by turn-:
ing the disk A until the desired character
thereon is opposite the index 4° the ‘corre-.

Spondmﬂ' character of the plate a and disk f

is brought into position beneath-the hammer.
& -and held in ‘place by the spring-lug 4.
Then by a sharp blow of the hand upon the |
cap k* the hammer is driven downward

against an arm of the disk /, foreing the per-

fora,ted character ¢ thereon into enga,ﬂ'ement :
with'its corr esponding raised characters b-on.
the plate a, thus forcing the paper through
to the upper surface of the disk £, which de-

stroys the sizing and stretches ‘and breaks
the fiber of the paper. The paper thus forced

up through the perforatlons of the disk fis

ver q. . When the hammer is released, it is

returned to 1ts normal position by the spring:

l. The spring ¢* forces the lever ¢ Upward

to 1ts normal position as the h&mmel 1S re--
leased, and the Sprmﬂ'—pawl qQ°, engafrlng the
teeth of the ratchet - wheel p? -rotates the:
 milled rollers p and carries the paper forward
upon the table-plate o the proper distance

for another stamping. Then by means of
the disk h any other desn ed character of the
plate a and disk f may be brought into pOSl-

tion of stamping is repeated, and so on In
like manner until all the desired characters yo
are stamped upon the paper, when it may be
removed by raising the carriage s. Adjust-

able guide-blocks may be fastened upon the

ta,ble plate o to insure the proper alinement

of impressed characters. 7e

A cam-lever might be used to better advan-
tage for -'a_etuating the hammer. We do not
limit ourselves to any special device for this
purpose; also, as regards plate ¢ and disk /'
they may be arranged in several ways, so that 8o

the characters of each will stand in proper

relation to the other.
If in handlmﬂ* documents 1t 1s found to be

‘adisadvantage Lo have the characters thereon
ralsed or embossed, as provided for in the 8;
‘device shown and deseribed, the same object
of preventing fraudulent altel ations of values
would still be aecomphshed if the embossed
characters were ironed down by pressing the
‘papers between rollers or by other equivalent go
means, as the characters would still remain
ilndellbly markedinthe mutilated and broken
|'sizing and fiber of the paper. Means for this
‘resmoothing of the paper might be added to
our device, but they would be common and g5
their combinations would add nothing to the
value of our invention.

In addition to 1mpressinﬂ* upon the paper

of checks, drafts, or similar documents char-
{‘acters to denote the value of said documents, 100
‘as herein described, the paper of any portion
‘of the clhieck, draft, &ec., might be so treated
by our dewce as to pr event altela,tlon of the
‘subject - matter thereon or addition to or
‘change of the cha,ra,etels mdmatmw value 105
‘originally impressed.

What we claim as our mventwn 18—
1. Inadevicefor malklno'ehecks drafts :-;'md

other papers, the combmatwn of a male die,
a female die corresponding thereto provided 1io
with.perforations extending through said fe-
|'male die, means for- forcmﬂ* said dies together
'so that the sizing and ﬁbel of -an interposed
ip&per will be mutﬂated or broken and means
for inking or coloring the broken fiber of said 115

paper th1 ough the perfma,tlons of said female
die. . . -
2. Ina devme fcn mar king chec]{s dr afts and

s | other ‘papers, the combmatlon of a series of
brought mto confact with the inked ribbonn:|

and is theleby simultaneously colored or
mked The downward stroke of the ham--
mer, by means of the arm 7, depresses the le-

‘male dies, a series of female dies correspond- 120
ing thereto provided with perforations ex-
tendmn* through said female dies, means for
forcing said dles together so that the -sizing
and fiber of an inter posed paper will be mu-
tilated ‘or broken, and means for inking or 123
coloring the broken fiber of said paper throu oh
the perfora,tlons of said female dies.

3. Inadevice for marking checks,draftsand
other papers, the GOIIlbII]ELthIl of a male die, _
‘a female die corresponding thereto one of 130

‘sald dies being provided with perforations
1'extending throun*h sald die, means for forcing

sald dies tﬂﬂ'ether so that the sizing and ﬁbel

. of an mterposed paper will be mutﬂated or
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broken, and means for inking or coloring the

broken fiber of the paper throuﬂ‘h the perfo-l

rations of the die.

4. In a device for marking checks, drafis,
and other papers, the combination of a series
of male dies, a series of female dies corre-
sponding thereto one of said series being pro-
vided with perforations extending tluoucrh

the dies of said series, means for forcing said

dies together so that the sizing and fiber of
an interposed paper will be mutilated or
broken, and means for inking or coloring the
broken fiber of said paper through the perfo-
rations of said dies.

5. Inadeviceformarkingchecks,draftsand
other papers, the combmatlon of a male die,
a female die corresponding thereto provided
with perforations extendmﬂ‘ through said fe-
male die, means for forcing said dles together
so that the sizing and ﬁber of an 1nterposed
paper will be mutilated or broken, and means
for simultaneously inking or (30101'1110' the
broken fiber of said paper throun'h the perfo-
rations of said female die.

6. In a device for marking checks, d1afts
and other papers, the combmatlon of a series
of male dieg, a series of female dies corre-
sponding thereto provided with perforations
extending through said female dies, means
for foreing said dies together so that the siz-
ing and fiber of an interposed paper will be

mutilated or broken, and means for simulta-

ing said dles tonethel SO tha,t the sizing

| neously inking or coloring the broken fiber

of said paper through the perforations of said
female dies. |
7. In a device for marking checks, drafts,
and other papers, the combination of a male
die, a female die corresponding therefo one

of said dies being provided with perforations
40

extending thr ouﬂh sald die, means for forc-
and
iber of an inter posed paper will be mutllated
or broken, and means for simultaneously ink-
ing or 001011]:10' the broken fiber of said paper
thlounh the pelfomtlons of said die.

35

3. In a device for marking checks, drafts,

and other papers, the combination of a series
of male dies, a series ol female dies corre-
sponding thereto one of said series being pro-
vided with perforations extending through
the dies of said series means for forcing said
dies together so that the sizing and fiber of an
interposed paper will be mutilated or broken,
and means for simultaneously inking or col-
oring the broken fiber of said paper throlwh
the perforations of said dies.
JOHN B. ROGERS.
WM. HAM. HALL.
Witnesses to signature of John B. Rogers:
N. E. W. SMITH,
WM. M. FITZHUGH.
Witnesses to signature of Wm. Ham. Hall:
ROBT. MCDOWELL

C. J. SMITH.
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