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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMASJ. THOMPSON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Higgs-

ton, in the county of Montgomery and State

of (zeorgia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Panel Fences; and I-
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in panel fences, and

more particularly in the lock therefor, having

- forits objects, amongothers, to provide a sim-
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pleand cheap construction whereby the fence

may be readily set upin any desired place and

readily taken down for removal or other pur-
poses and which, when once in position, will
have its panels readily locked.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be particularly pointed
out 1in the appended claims. |

The invention 1s clearly illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, which, with the let- |

ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—
Figurelisanelevation of two panelslocked
by my improvement. Fig. 2 is a top plan
thereof. |
Like letters of reference indicate like parts

throughout both the views, _
- Referring now to the details of the draw-

ings by letter, A designates one of the panels
and A’ the other. The top and bottom rails
of each panel are formed with longitudinal
slots a a’, respectively, and the adjacent ends
of the panels are provided with interlocking
or engaging devices, the ends of the horizon-
tal portions of one panel being extended be-
yond the uprights B thereof, as seen at b, and
the ends tapered, as seen atd’, while the lon-
gitudinal rails of the other panel terminate
within the uprights C, forming a groove ¢ to
receive the projecting ends of the longitudi-
nal rails of the other panel, and one of the
uprights is tapered, as seen at ¢', to corre-
spond with the taper of the projecting ends
of the other panel.

D are the locks or keys, each formed with |

| keys can be removed from the slots.

a bob d at each end, having a square shoulder
d’ and a tapered portion d?, the said bobs be-

1ng of a size to permit of their ready insertion

through the slots of the top and bottom rails
of the panels.
In practice the panels are set up and ar-

ranged at an angle, the projecting ends of the

one engaging in the groove of the other. The

‘keys or locks are then applied by inserting
their bobs through the slots of the panels,

and after they have been passed through suf-

ficiently for the shoulders thereof to project
beyond the adjacent end walls of the slots the

panels are moved slightly from each other,
and the shoulders of the keys engaging the
end walls of the slots and bearing against the
oppostte sides of the top and bottom rails of
the panels firmly locks the panels in position.
T'o disengage the same, the panelsare brought
toward each other until one of the bobs of the
F_[‘Ille
panels may be disposed at different angles
by making the keys longer or shorter.

What I claim as new is—

1. In a panel fence, two panels, one having
a groove between 1ts uprights and the other
havingits longitudinal rails extended beyond
1ts uprights and adapted to enter said groove,
and to be locked thereto with the panels ex-
tending at an angle to each other the said ex-
tended ends being tapered to fit a correspond-

| ing taper on oneof the uprightsat said groove,
substantially as and for the purposes speci-

fied. S

2. The combination with the fence-panels
arranged at an angle to each other and hav-
ing longitudinal slots, of the locking-keys,
having a bob at each end with a square shoul-
der adapted to enter said slots, and oppo-
sitely-disposed inclined portions upon oppo-
site sides of the space between said shoul-
ders, substantially as and for the purposes
specified. - _

In testimony whereof I have signed this
spectfication in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

THOMAS J. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:

J. . LONG,
C. I.. HAMILTON.
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