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- Be it known that I, ALBERT E. WHITNEY,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Muncie, in the county of Delawme and State
of Indmna,, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clamps for Holding
Shoes while being Stretched; and I do hele-
by declare the followmﬂ' to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
clampsforholdingshoeswhile beingstretched,
and the objects are to construct_a device for
holding a shoe in a rigid position while a
stwtcher is being used ﬁlthm the shoe and
to provide means Wheleby a shoe may be
stretehed or spread over the edge of the sole
at one side without spreading or stretching
the other side. I attain these objects by the

mechanism illustrated by the aecompanymﬂ'

drawings, in which— -

I‘wme 1is a view of my clamps holdlnn* a
shoe Wthh is being stretched on one snde
Fig. 218 a cross-—section of the same.

a table-top, and Figs. 4 and 5 aredetail views.

Similar letters refer tosimilar parts throug h-

out the several views.

A is the base-plate of the clamp,. which may
be attached to a frame or stand, or it may be
set on and secured to a table- top by screws,
as shown in Fig. 3.
18 provided with a raised and slightly curved
and inclined inward edge B, as.shown in Figs.
1,2, and 3. Theotheror 0pp081te edge of the

plate A is provided with two ad] ustable sole-
clamps C C. These clamps are set in and
work in slots D in the said plate A, and these

slots may be parallel with each other about

two inches apart or slightly inclined towald-

each other, as indicated in Fig. 1.

a less height and only bear against the Sole,
as shown in Fig. 2. |
The clamps O project up from the plate A

. 'sufﬁcmnt to catch over one edge of the shoe-

sole, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 and the said

| 'clampb are adgusted lenwthwme of the slots
by a set-screw K, which extends centra,lly_

Fig. 3
is a perspective view of my clamp &tt&chea to

One side of the plate A-_

| thlounh a,nd lenn*thmse of the said slot the

extreme inner end of the serew resting in the
plate A and prevented from leaving the plate
or working edgewise by a pin F, (See Fig. 5,)
which rests ag alnst the plate 1n the 0111361 end
of the said slot. The set- screw I is threaded

‘to correspond with threads in the clamp C,
8o that by turning the said scr e. the elamp

may be adjusted as desired.

It is well understood by shoe-dealers that
in most every case where newshoes are to be
stretched or spread the spreading is often,

1f not always desired by the wearer to be

more on one side or place in the shoe than
in the other, and with the ordinary shoe-
stretchers thlS cannot be accomplished,as the
stretcher is sure to spread at each side In op-
posite directions over the shoe-sole. With

‘my clamp for holding the shoe the stretecher
is

prevented from moving outward or over
the edge of the sole at one side by coming

cated in Tigs. 1and 2. DBy the str etchel rest-
ing awalnst the rigid side B the other side of
the upper of the %hoe is free to be spread or
stretched as much as desired.

In using my clamp and practicing my in-
vention Iuse anordinary shoe-stretcher such

‘a8 are in D‘eneral use, fasten the shoe in the

clamps wwh the side to be spread next to the
clamps C C, then insert the stretcher, and

“turn the handle H until the wings I T of the
stretcher are spread apart su

lelent to cause
one of them to spread out over one edge of
the shoe-sole, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 It

18 understood that shoe-str etchels nowin use

have two wings I I, and when the handle II
is turned these wings sepalate or spread
apart, and when the “shoe is confined in my
clamp one of the wings presses up against the

55

b0

70

‘in contaet with the raised side B, as 111d1-'
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side or raised edge B so that it ca,nnot spread .

‘or stretch the upper on that side, and there-
It will be noticed that the ed@e B extends |
up a sufficient distance to bear against the
side of the shoe and that the clamps C are of

fore the other wing and whole stretch will
move toward the other side of the shoe. In
placing a shoe in the clamp the side to be

justable clamp C. |
I may make my clamp in various forms

“without departing from my invention, as the
important part of the invention will be p0111t-

ed out in the follow ng clalms
I clalm-——‘
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stretched is always placed next to the ad-
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1. A clamp for holding shoes while being
stretched, consisting of a plate for receiving

the shoe having a raised stationary edﬂ*e-

against which one side of a shoeis adapted to
bear and an adjustable clamp on the opposite
side of the shoe of less height than the sta-
tionary edge and adapted to engage the sole
only of the opposite side of the shoe sub-
stantially as deseribed.

2. A clamp for holding shoes while being
stretched consisting of a, plate for receiving
the shoe having a raised stationary edn‘e

against which one side of the shoe is adapted
to bear,and 111dependently adjustable clamps
on the opposite side of the plate of less height
than the stationaryedge for engaging the bOlG
only of the opposite side of the shoe, sub-
stantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesseés.
ALBERT LK. WIIITNEY.
Witnesses:
ALBERT E. LYMAN,
OLIVER WILLIS NELSOX.
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