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~Jo all whom it may concerwn:

"Be'it known that I, CHARLES ORLIN BECK,
a cltlzen of the Umted States, residing at New

Geneva, in the county of Fayette and State

of Pennsylvama have invented a new and
useful Fence-Machine, of which the Tollow-
ing is a specification.

ThlS invention relates to machines for use

in the construction of wire fencing.

The invention deals more. partwularly mth |

the appliances provided forspacing the fence-

wires and maintaining them in fixed relation

when applying and twisting the elements or
1The spacer
is adjustable, so that it can be easily adapted

to the varying distances between the fence-

wires, as required for different localities and
for mclosures for different purposes. .
For a full understanding of the merits and

_advantages of the invention reference is to
“be bad to the accompanying dlawmﬂ's and

the following descmptmn |

T'he improvement Is susceptlble of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi-
nor details of construction without departing

from the prineciple or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof, and to a full disclosure
~0of the invention an adaptation thereof is

shown 1in the aecompanymﬂ' dmwmbs in
which—

Figure 1isa detml view of the end portion

- of a lme of fencing, showing the manner of
constructing the same in aecordauee with this
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invention.

IFig. 3 18 a detail view of the spacer.

| Cmrespondmﬂ* and like parts are referred

to in the following description and indicated
in the several views of the drawings by the
same reference-characters.

The fence comprises two sets of plckets,
the upper set 1 being wooden slats, and the

~ lower set 2 being of wire, and ea,oh wire

5o

picket COnsisting of two members twisted
together and embracing the fence-wires be-
tween the twists. The wooden pickets 1 be-
ng broad and located along the upper por-
tion of the fence are readily seen by large

stock and warn it of danger, thereby pre-

venting injury, which frequently oceurs by
the stock running into a wire fence by reason

[‘10' 2 Is a detail view in per-.
spective of the machine or tool for twisting
the members comprising the wire plckets |

1‘

‘maintained in fixed relation.
properly space the fence-wir es and maintain
ixed relation while applying the -

‘(No model )

of the Stoek 11013 observing the inclosing wires.

The lower ends of the Wooden pickets :;md the

upper ends of the wire pickets are secured to
an intermediate fence-wire, thereby connect-
ing the several wires comprising the fence.
Each fence-wire will be provided at one end
with- a tension device, wheleby any slaek
therem may be taken up. .

"The wire pickets comprise two members

which are placed upon opposite sideées of the

fence, and the portions coming between adja-
centfence-wiresare twisted together, whereby
the picket 1s held in placeand the fence-wires
In order to

them in a
wire pickets thereto, the means presently to
be described have been devised, and consist
of a rod 3 and arms 4. The rod 3 is prefer-
ably tubular, being a length of gas-pipe, and
the arms. hfswe adj ustable connection there-

with, being provided at one end with a sleeve

5 to receive the rod and having a binding-
screw 6 to secure the arm in an ad]usted posi-
tion. The outer ends of the armsare cur ved,

as shown at 7, and these curved ends are
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notched to receive the fence-wires, the latter

being retained in the notches 8 bV pins.9, ex-
tendmﬂ' across the open ends of the notches
and held to the extremities of the arms by
curling portions thereof, as clearly indicated.

An arm is provided for e&ch fence-wire, and

it is located to correspond with the position

of the fence-wire, whereby the arms will come
opposite and maintain the fence-wires in the

predetermined position and hold them at a

fixed distance apart. Theextreme armshave
their outer ends flattened and projecting

‘slightly beyond the intermediate arms, so as
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to engage with the inner sides of the top and

“bottom wires to which the extremities of the
wire pickets are attached, thereby holding-

them apart the required distance when ap-
plying the pickets by twisting the members
thereof about the fence-wires. The flattened

terminals of the extreme arms have notches
to receive the end portions of the wire pick-
ets, thereby retaining the spacing device in
pomtwn when twisting the parts of the pickets
together.

| Any form of toolor wire- tmster may be em-
ployed for twisting the parts of the pickets

95

I0O0O



10

20

30

35

40

45

[

together, and after a wire picket has been
placed in position the spacing device is moved
along the fence-wiresto a position correspond-
ing with the location of the next picket, which
18 applied and secured in place in the manner
set forth, the arms serving to fix the position
of the fence-wires during the intertwisting of
the parts of the pickets. The twister shown
comprises a radially-slotted twister-wheel 10
and a miter drive-gear 11, intermeshing with
the toothed rim of the twister-wheel and se-
cured toa stem 12, having its outer end made
angular to be fitted to a bit-stock, by means
of which the twister-wheel is rotated.

The twister-wheel has hub portions which
obtain bearings in upper and lower plates 13
and 14, and which plates are slotted for thein-
aress and egressof the wire pickets and have
the 1nner ends of the slots sufficiently en-
larged to provide ample clearance for the
members of a picket when twisting them to-
aoether. These plates 13 and 14 are spaced
apart by end pieces 15, and are bolted or
otherwise secured together. A plate 16 is
sceured to the outer side or edge of the plate
14 and to the outer extremities of the parts
15, and receives the stem 12, and has a space
between its inner side and the outer edge of
the plate 13, in which operates the drive-gear
11. Thistool is fitted to the pickets between
adjacent fence-wires, the parts of the picket
to be twisted to*"l‘ether entering the slots of
the twister- Wheel and plates 13 and 14.

The construction admits of the twister be-
1ing easily applied to the pickets and readily
1011101’0(1 therefrom when twisted, and the op-

eration can be expeditiously performed by
the application of an ordinary brace to the

stem 12, as will he readily understood.

IHaving thus desceribed the invention, what
1s clatmed as new is—

1. The herein-described means for spacing
fence-wires when applying pickets thereto,
consisting of a rod, arms secured to the rod at
onc end and having their opposite end curved
and notched, and having the portions of the
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arms upon opposite sides of the notches
curled; and pins closing the open ends of the
notches and retained in place by the curled
end portions of the arms, substantially as set
forth.

2. Means for properly spacing the fence-
wires when applying pickets thereto, consist-
ing of a rod, terminal and intermediate arms
applied to the rod, the intermediate arms hav-
g their end portions curved and nofiched to
receive the fence-wires, and having the ex-
tremities of the portions bordering upon the
notches curled, and the terminal arms having
their end portions projecting beyond the ends
of the intermediate arms, and flattened and
notched to receive the end portions of the
pickets and engage with the innersides of the
top and bottom fence wires, and pins closing
the open ends of the notches of the interme-
diate arms and held in the curled extremities
thereof, substantially in the manner set forth
for the purpose specified.

3. A tool fortwisting the parts of wire pick-
ets about the fence-wires, comprising a radi-
ally - slotted twister-wheel having hub por-
tions, a drive-gear intermeshing with the
toothed edge of the twister-wheel and mount-
ed upon a stem constructed to be fitted to a
bit-stock, and a frame comprising upper and
lower plates receiving the hub portions of the
twister-wheel and having slots corresponding
with the radial slot thereof, and having the
inner ends of the slots enlarged, and an outer
plate secured to the lower plate and to the in-
termediate end pieces and providing a space
between its inner side and the outer edge of
the upper plate in which operates the dlwe-
oear, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CIIARLES ORLIN BECK.

VWitnesses:
GEORGE V. II
JAMES IPROCARE.
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