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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, SIVERT MOE; & cltlzen

of the United States, residing at Chlca,ﬂ*o in -

the county of Cook State of Illinois, have

therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and |

useful improvements in devices for stretch-
ing shirts upon a bosom-board; and it has for

1ts object, among others, to prow*lde a simple
~and cheap device readﬂy attached to an iron-
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ing-board, by which the shirt may be readily
elamped and str etched, and which, after the

- samehas been ironed and the shirt chsen gaged

- from the clamp, will automatically return to
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its normal position, ready to be again used.
The clamping-jaws are mounted for move-

ment independently of each other, to admit

of the reception and clamping of the body of

the shirt, and afterward movable together on

the same support to tighten the shirt on the
bosom-board; and when the shirt has been
ironed and then disengaged from the clamp-

‘Ing-jaws the latter return to their positions.

The clamping and stretching device form-
ing the subwcbmatter of thls application is |
deswned to be used in conjunction with suit-
able neck - clamping. devices on the same |

boaxrd.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear, and the novel features there-
of will be particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference m&rked thereon form a part

- of the speclﬁcatmn and in which—
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Figure 11is a side elevation of my improve-
ment and the parts shown in the position they
assume when the shirt has been clamped.
Fig. 2 is a like view showing the position of

a the parts after the shirt has been stretched.

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the parts in
thelr normal position ready to receive ‘the
shirt and - before- the  clamping
brought together to clamp the same. Fig. 4

is a substantla ly central vertical longitudi-

] they are seen in Flcr 1.
vation, and Fig. 6 is a top’ plan

- jaws are |

Fig. 5 is an end ele-

L1ke letters of reference indicate like parts

throun'hout the several views.
invented certain new and useful Implove- i

ments in Shirt-Stretchers, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification, reference being ha,d

Refelrmﬂ' now to the details of the draw-
ings by lettel A designates a plate or cast-

| ing ad&pted for attachment to the under side

of ‘an ironing board or table or other support

X in any convement manner—for instance,
by screws a, as indicated in Fig. 1 by dotted

lines. Proj ectmﬂ' from this plate or casting

are the arms A/, and extending centrally from"

the outer edge of this plate or casting is the
inclined culved arm A° the under face of

which is toothed or notehed, as seen at o, to

constitute a rack with which is adapted to

engage a pawl, hereinafter described.

I3 i8 a rod or shaft supported in ears at the
outer ends of therarms A’, and on the outer
ends of this shatt or rod beyond the ears of

the said arms A’ are sleeved the arms C, car-

rying the curved plate C', which, upon its
rear face, is formed with lugs or ears C?, in
which is held a shaft or pin C3, on which is
pivotally mounted the pawl D one end of
which: is beveled or pointed, as seen best in

Figs. 1 and 4, to engage the rack-teeth a' of

the arm A?on the plate or casting A, and

this pawl is formed with an arm D’, “which is,
in this instance, shown as curved to conform
| to the curvature of the rear face of the curved

plate C'. A spring D?is arranged around
the pivot of this pawl to act upon  the pawlto
keepitnormally in engagement with the rack.

| The curved. plate C has a centrally-disposed

forwardly and upwardly extendmg arm D?,
having an opening to receive the shaft or rod
B, and the upper end of this curved arm D?
is rounded, as seen at d?..

K is a spring coiled around the shaft or rod
B, with one end secured to or bearing against,
the under face of the plate or bracket A, as
shown, and its other end secured to or adapt—
ed to bear againstthe front side of the curved
plate C', as shown. The upper end of the
sald. cuwed plate is formed with the trans-
verse extension C%, forming one of the clamp-
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ing-jaws, and upon its front face it is con- °

caved or formed with the lon ﬂ‘ltudmal ITO0Ve

50 nal section w1th parts in the position in “which 1 or curved depression, as seen in Figs. 1 to 4, 100 _
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inclusive, and into whieh the shirt-body is
designed to e pressed and clamped by the
other jaw, as will hereinafter appear.

It is the other jaw, carried by the curved
arms F', which are sleeved upon the shaft or
rod B, so as to move freely thereon. The 1n-

ner orrearfaceof this jawhassecured therein

in any suitable manner the rubber or other

- yvielding or elastiec web or strip G, as shown,
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and which is adapted to press against the
shirt-body and force and hold it in the de-
pression of the jaw C% as indicated in IFig. 1,
with a yielding pressure, so as to prevent
Injury of the article being operated upon. In
this instance the elastic sirip is shown as
tubular in form and compressed within the
recess in the jaw or clamped by a rod or wire
g, as clearly seen in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive,
but 1t 1s evident that other means may be
employed for holding thisstripin place. The
hub or sleeve f of one of the arms IV i1s ex-
tended or lengthened and upon its rear side
is formed with a lug g ', 1n line with the arm
D’ of the pawl, so as fo actuate the same at
certain periods of the operation of the device,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.
The jaw IF is formed upon its front with the
lugs or ears /% in which is held a pin 73, upon
which 1s mounted for pivotal movement the
lever or thumb-piece I, which has depending
from its under face the lag /7, which is ta-

pered,asshown, and is in hne Wlth the curved

arm or projection D3 extending forwar dly
from the curved plabe C', as seen best in
IFig. 4

Tt wﬂl be understood that the two jaws
and I are mounted for independent pivotal
movement upon their support or shatt.

With the parts constructed and arranged
substantially as herecinbefore set forth the
operation is as follows: With the partsin the
position in which they are seen in Fig. 3, the
shirt Y being placed upon the bosom-board
and the neck held or clamped in any suitable
manner, the tail portion of the shirt is brought
down over the jaw C! as shown, the portion
beyond that acted upon by the clamps being
received in the space between and below the
clamping-jaws, as indicated by dotted lines,
and then the jaw I is moved in the duectlon
of the arrow in Fig. 3 and its clamping edge

or strip engaged with the shirt, and, as the

Jaw 18 pressed toward the jaw C‘, the Shlrt is
firmly bound between the two jaws, and then
by pressure upon the lever or thumb-piece II
the tapered face of the depending portion or
lug /v is engaged upon and over the upper
rounded end of the curved arm or extension

D? as seen in Ifig. 4, and, as the lever is:

pressed upon the extension D2, the jaw I is
torced more firmly against the shirt and into
the recess or depression of the jaw Cf, and
the parts are locked and the shirt clamped,
as indicated in Fig. 1. When this is done,
the two jaws and their arms are bound to-
gether as one, and are then moved together

the jaws, and the shirt thus stretehed. As
the clamps are moved outward the mwl eIl-
cages in the rack, as indicated in Fig. 2, and
thus holds the parts against retrograde move-
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ment, I'ig. 2 showing the position of the parts -

when the shirt has been stretched and ready to
beironed. Aftertheshirthasbecn ironedand
it is desired to remove it from the board all
that is necessary to do 1s to pull upward upon
the lever or finger-piece II until its depend-
ing lug is disengaged from the end of the
curved arm D?3, and, when this i1s done, the
jaw I drops away from the other jawand the
lug /' is brought into engagement with the
arm D’ of the pawl and forces the same

against the curved plate €', and thus throws

1ts outer end out of engagement with the raclk,
when the spring throws the plate C" and its
jaw away from the ,]'LW I¢ back to its normal
position, that seen in IFig. 3. It will thus be
seen that the return of the parts to their nor-
mal position is practically automatic as soon
as the thumb-piece or lever 1s actuated to
disengage the same from the curved arm.

Modifications 1n detail may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention.or sacrificing any of its advantages.

What is claimed as new 18—

1. A shirt-stretching mechanismm compris-
ing independently-pivoted jaws, one of which
is provided with a device for retaining the
closed jaws in an adjusted position and the

other of which jaws 1s provided with means.

for releasing said retaining device.

2. A shirt-stretching device comprising
jaws, one of which is a ”PRVItELtll] jaw, sald
jaws being pivotally mounted on & common
pivot for independent- or synchronous move-
ment, and a pivoted device carried by one of
said jaws, and means on the other for coip-
eration therewith to cause said jaws 1o move
in unison; substantially as described.

3. In a shirt-stretehing device, the combi-
nation of oppositely-disposed jaws, pivotally
mounted for movement independent of each
other, means carried by said jaws for con-
necting them to move in unison, and a rack-
and-pawl mechanism for holding the jaws in
their adjusted position; substantially as de-
seribed. |

4. The combination with the jaws mounted
for independent pivotal movement, of a piv-
oted lever carried by one jaw, and a projec-
tion movable with the other jaw and located
upon the opposite side of the axis from the
jaw itself whereby the pivoted lever of the
other jaw is adapted to wedge against said
pro;;eetmn substantially as spemﬁed

9. 'I'he combination with the jaws mounted
for independent pivotal movement, of a piv-
oted lever carried by one of said jaws, a pro-
jecting arm carried by the other jaw for en-
gagement with said lever, and a rack-and-
pawl mechanism for holding the parts in their
adjusted position; substantially as described.

6. The combination with the jaws mounted

outwmd by pulling upon the arms or upon i for independent pivotal movement, of a piv-
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oted lever carried by one of said Jaws, & pro- |

jecting arm carried by the other jaw for en-

gagement with said lever, a rack-and-pawl

meehamsm for holding the parts in their ad-
justed position, and means for actuating said
pawl to separale the jaws; substantially as

described.
7. The combination with the jaws mounted

 for independent pivotal movement, of means,

LO
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a portion of which is movable with each jaw

for causing the same to move together, and

a rack-and-pawl mechanism, and releasing
devices carried by and movable with said
Jaws for separating the same; substantially
as described.

8. The combination with the jaws mounted
for independent pivotal movement, of alever
pivotally mounted on one of the jaws, acurved
arm carried by the other jaw for engagement
with said lever, a fixed rack, a pawl carried

- byoneof the jaws for en ﬂ*aﬂ'ement therewith,
~and means carried by the other jaw to dIS-

engage the said pawl from its ra(.,k substan-
tlally as described.

9. The combination with the jaws mounted

for independent pivotal movement on a com- |

mon shaft, of means for locking the jaws to-
gether to move In unison, and means for au-

- tomatically returning the same to their nor-

.30

mal position when dlseonnected, substan-

- tially as deseribed.
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-10. The combination WIth the jaws mounted
for independent pivotal movement on a com-
mon shaft, of means for locking the jaws to-
gether to move in unison, means for auto-

matically returning the same to their normal

- position when d1seonneeted and a pawl-and-

"

rack mechanism for lloldmn' the same in their
adjusted position; substanmally as described.
11. Thecombination with the jaws mounted
for independent pivotal movement, of a rack,
a pawl pivotally mounted on one of the jaws,
and having an arm, and a lug carried by the
hub of the other jaw in line with and adapted
to move said arm; substantially as described.
12. In a shirt-stretching device, a jaw hav-

- ing a longitudinal recess, combined with a

50

tubular yielding strip having a portion thereof
in said recess, and a rod inserted within said
strip and compressing the same within the re-
cess; substantially as deseribed. -

15, Thecombination with the jaws mdunted

for independent pivotal movement, of a rack,
a pawl pivotally mounted on one of the jaws,
and having an arm, and a lug carried by the

55

hub of the other jawin line with and adapted -

to move said arm, and means for locking said
jaws together to move in unison: substan-
tially as described.

14. In a shirt-stretcher, the combmatwn of

jaws pivotally mounted upon a common shaft
for movement 1ndependent or synchronous,

pivoted meanson the one jawengaging means
on the other for binding them together to
move in unison, and means-on the one jaw

engaging means on & fixed part for holding

the jaws in their clamped adjusted p051t10n

about their pivot; substantially as deseribed.
15. In a shirt-stretcher, the combination of

jaws pivotally mounted u pon a common shaft

for movement independent or synchronous,

pivoted means on the one jawengaging means
on the other for binding them together to
move 1n unison, means on the one jaw engag-
ing means on a fixed part for holding the jaws
in thelr clamped adjusted position &bout their
pivot, and provision whereby when the jaws
are disconnected their holding means are au-
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tomatically thrown out of Operative position;

substantially as deseribed.
16. In a shirt-stretcher, a casting formed

with horizontal arms, and a toothed bar dis-

posed centrally between said arms, a shaft
held In said arms, jaws pivotally mounted
upon said shaft for independent movement,
means carried by one of the jaws for engage-
ment with codperating means on the other
jaw for locking them together, and a pivoted
pawl carried by one of the J&WS for engaging
the toothed bar to hold the jaws in thelr ad-

Justed position; substantially as described.

17. In a shirt-stretcher, a casting having
horizontal arms adapted to receive a shaft
and a centrally-disposed eurved arm toothed
upon its under side, combined with a movable
jawsupported on a shaftheldin said arms, and
a pivoted pawl carried by said jaw to engage
sald toothed arm; substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

| SIVERT MOE
W’itnesses:
GEORGE C. ROBERTS,

' H. H. HORR.
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