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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR GALBRAITH, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Ever-
ton, in the county of Dade and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Holder
for Matches, Toothpicks, &c., of which thefol-
lowing is a specification. =

This invention relates to holders {for

‘matches, toothpicks, &ec.; and the object in
view is to provide a simple, cheap, and at-

tractive safe which will contain the desired
quantity of matches or toothpicks, as the case
may be, and which will enable the said articles
to be extracted with perfect ease, one at a
time, and which at the same time will defeat

the removal of more than a single match at

one and the same time.
The invention consists in an improved
holder for matches, toothpicks, &e., embody-

ing novel features and details of construction

~ hereinafter particularly set forth, illustrated
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in the drawings, and incorporated in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a perspective view of the improved holder.

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the same
taken centrally. Fig. 8 is a detail section
showing the operation of the guards in the

act of removing the contents of the holder.
Similarnumeralsof reference designate cor-:
responding parts in the several figures of the

drawings. -

The improved holder contemplated in this
invention is made in the form of a substan-
tially rectangular box, comprising a front 1

and a back 2, connected to triangular-shaped
side pieces 3, which form rests for supporting

the holder at an angle of forty-five degrees
more or less. The back 2 terminates at its

top and bottom edges short of the correspond-

ing edges of the front, and a botiom 4 con-
nects the back 2 and front 1. The back 2 1s
also provided with an open slot 5, extending

of the original package 6 containing said ar-
ticles. | |
Extending upward from the bottom edge

of the front 1 is a finger-slot, comprising an
upper narrow portion 7 for the index-finger

~and a lower relatively wide portion 8 for the

thumb. At the point where the narrow and

wide portions of the finger-slot merge oppos-
ing horizontal slots 9 are provided, the same
forming lateral extensions of the finger-slot
and opening into said slot and together with
the finger-slot forming a discharge-passage
through which the matches or toothpicks may
be extracted. The slots 9 are formed in the
plane of the upper surface of the bottom 4 of
the holder, and adjacent to the slots 9 the

front 1 is reinforced or thickened by flanges.

10, which extend around said opening and
project forward and also upward, as at 11.
These flanges may be cast or formed inte-
arally with the front 1, or they may be formed
with bases 12 and secured to said front, as
may be preferred. | .

At each side of the finger-slot 78 opposing
recesses 13 are formed, and mounted within
said recesses are pivoted substantially in-
verted-U-shaped guards 14. These guards
are fulerumed at their tops on shouldered
bolts 15, which extend through the portions 11
of the flanges 10, and each guard comprises a

slot 16, which extends obliquely to the front 1

and the floors of the slots 9 and forming two
sides. Each guard 14 also comprises an in-
ner side or portion in rear of the slot, form-
ing a cut-off 17 and a lower depending outer
side or portion 18 in advance of said slof,
against which the match or-toothpick being
extracted bears for vibrating the guard and
causing the cut-off portion 17 to interpose 1t-
self between such match or toothpick and the
next succeeding article. |
The guards 14 hang by gravity in the po-
sitions indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, so that as
g mateh is withdrawn from the holder it will
enter the slots 16. Upon the outward move-
ment of the match the guards are rocked out-
ward, as shown in Fig. 3,when they will come

in contact with shoulders 19, defining theup-
| per portions of the recesses in which the
downward from its top edge, which facilitates -
the introduction of the matches or toothpicks
into the holder, or the insertion and removal

ogunards are mounted. After the match or
toothpick has been entirely removed, the
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ouards gravitate to the positions indicated in

Frigs. 1 and 2, in readiness to receive and per-

mit the removal of another match or tooth-

pick.
" From the foregoing description it will be
seen that but one article may be withdrawn

| from the holder at a time, the succeeding ar-

| Role;
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ticles being held back by the cut-off portions

17 of the:guards, which thus also-constitute

separators. While the construction admits
of the easy removal of a single match or tooth-

pick, it prevents a person from removing a |

large quantity of such articles £ rom the holder

and thus greatly -economizes in the use of

- Such articles.

It will be understood that the improved.
holder is susceptible of changes'in the form,
proportion, and minor details of construction .
which may accordingly be resorted to with- -_:
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing

any of the advantages of this invention.

N IS claimed -as. new is—

- 1. .A holder for matches-&ec. comprising a
receptacle having a finger-slot and a trans-

~ verse passage through which thearticles'ma

be -extracted, and a -substantially inverted--
AJ-shaped gravity-guard pivoted.at its bend ;
in'the:slot to form inner-and outer side por--
tionsand arranged to swing transversely.of | described.
the passage and through the same, the outer

slot and having a passage, a pair of substan-

‘tially'inverted-U-shaped gravity-guards piv-

oted at their bends in the finger-slot at op-
posite sides thereof to form inner and outer
side portions and arranged to swing trans-
versely of the passage through the same, the
outer side portion of each guard being ar-
ranged to be engaged by the articles and the
inner side portion forming a cut-off, and stops

arranged to limit the swing of the guards,
substantially as desecribed.

3. Aholder for matches, &e., comprising a

receptacle adapted to receive an original
rentic 'package:and consisting of an ineclined front
Having thus described the invention, what

provided with a finger-opening and a pas-

| sage and having a recess at each -side of the
~opening to form -stops and provided with a
| flange-extending around the passage, a bot-
y .| tom,a back, and ‘the substantially triangn-
lar side ‘pieces forming rests, and guards

pivoted in said recesses-and being -substan-
ttally inverted-'U -shaped, 'substantially as

In testimony that I-claim the f OTQ;g 0INng -as

25 side ;portion being arranged to beengaged
and actuated by the article extracted, and !
the inner side portion forming A cut-off, sub-
stantially as deseribed. -~ - .
2. A holder for matches, .&c.,.comprisin oa
3- 'suitable receptacle provided with = finger-

thepresence-of two witnesses. .
| ARTIHUR GALBRAITH.

| my-own I have heretoaffixed' my signature in 55

*X?F:itnesses-:-; S
W. H. MITCHELL,

W. T. MYERS.
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