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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HARRY E. O’NEILL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Orna,he In the county of Deuo'las and Stete
of Nebr aska, have invented eertam new and
useful Improvemente in Blanks for Commer-
cial Reports; and I do declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled
in the art to w hich it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon which form a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to those blank forms
adapted to be used for furnishing reports for
mercantile houses to their subsembels regard-
ing the reliability of parties desiring credlt
It is the custom of mercantile agencies to
have a resident correspondent in all of the
principal towns of the country. This corre-
spondent 1s under contract with the agency
to supply reports to its subsecribers for an
equal percentage of the compensation re-
ceived by the agency. It has been common
with such agencies to furnish blank sheets to
their subscribers for use in making reports,
such sheets usually containing 1nstruet10ns
to correspondents and a list of 1tems of in-
Information to be obtained relating to re-
sources and liabilities.

The object of my invention is to prowde
1n connection with such a blank, a detach-
able duplicate to go to the agency, in combi-
nation with detachable coupons, one for the
purpose of registering, recording, and index-
ing the report in the office of the local corre-
spondent and the other to serve as a redeem-
able voucher upon which payment is to be
made to the correspondent for services ren-
dered, all of which is peculiarly arranged and
inscribed in the manner more fully set forth,
and hereinafter pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

representstheface of thereport-blank as seen
2, the back of the

of the back of the second or right-hand page
and the blank when the two leaves compos-
ing it are folded upon one another.

For the purpose of clearness the pages of | of the correspondent, and the coupon bears

| the two sheets will be designated by the ref—

erence-letters a, b, ¢, and 4. On the page a
are printed the instructions to correspond-
ents, and on page b, whichis the obverse side
of pa,t,e a, the Tocation of the agency and a

55

blank space for the name and residence of -

the individual or firm inquired about, to-
gether with a list of questions to be answered
hV the correspondent, or other printed matter
indicating the information desired by the
subscriber. The foregoing blank is the one
commonly used for making commerecial re-
ports as to the financial stenchnﬂ of parties
inquired about. In connection with such
sheet I employ a duplicate sheet detachably
secured to the original by a vertical score or
perforation e, located at the fold where the
original and duphe&te are folded one upon
the other. This duplicate has at the upper
part of its inner face ¢ a blank space for the
name of the agency, its location, and the
word ‘“Duplicate,” together with blank lines
for the name of the snbscrlbel to whom the
report 1s made and the date of the report, and
the body thereof is an exact duplicate of the
questions printed on page b.

At the bottom of the two sheets forming:
the original and duplicate two deta,eheble
coupons g and A are connected by horizontal
seoring or perforatlone f and vertical perfo-
rations or scoring ¢. The latter is a contin-
nation of the scoring ¢, which comes at the
fold of the original and duplicate. The cou-
pon ¢ contains upon 1ts back printed instruc-

tions about detaching, pasting, and indexing,

and on 1ts face blank spaces for dating, re-
cording the name of the inquirer and the
party 1nqu1rec1 about, together with other
suitableinstructions. ThIS coupon isadapted
to be detached and kept by the cor respondent
as a record of the report. The coupon % is
an exact duplicate in size and shape of the
coupon g, and is attached to the duplicate in
the same manner. When the original and
duplicatesheets arefolded one upon the other,

the perforations 7 are brought into coinci-
dence, so that both coupons can be detached
at once. Attheleft-hand end of this coupon
I is printed the amount of compensation the
commercial agency will allow for the report .
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the statement that the agency will pay such |
amount and redeem the coupon upon certain
conditions, &c.
On page d, which is the back of the dupli-
g cate, is printed a statement about sending it
to the agency for judgment as to whether the
report merits compensation, and on the back
_, -~ of the coupon 7, below, are instructions about
<.~ not detaching. The oun'mal report on page
| 1o b goes to the general office of the ageney and
j the coupon ¢ is to be detached by the attorney
and filed away for futurereference, and in the
event of the failure of the party inquired of
or the development of new circumstances
15 tending to impair his credit, it may at once
be communicated to the subscriber making
the inquiry. The duplicate is to be mailed
to the agency and from it is determined
whether or not the report of the correspond-
20 ent merits compensation. If in the affirma-
tive, then the coupon attached to the dupli-
cate becomes an obligation of the agency for
the amount stated thereon
By a reporting-blank thus constructed and
25 arranged a simple, quick, accurate, and satis-
factory record may be kept for the benefit of
the agency, the subscriber, and the corre-
spondent. In addition to these advantages
the correspondent has a certificate of money
3o due for work performed.
Having thus described my invention, what
I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—
1. The herein-described blank for commer-
35 clal reports, consisting of a leaf having on
one side blank spaces and memoranda for re-
cording resources, liabilities, or other infor-
mation affecting credit and on the obverse
side spaces for instructions, in combination
¢o with a duplicate leaf directly attached to the
~original, and connected, but detachable, cou-
pons at the bottom of said leaves, one of said
coupons being provided with memoranda-
spaces for dating and recording, and the
45 other with credit memoranda relating to the
I compensation of the correspondent, substan-
‘tially as described. '

2. In a commercial-report blank the com-
bination with an original-report sheet con-
;o taining two leaves, one bearing items of re-

sources and llablhtles estlmates of values,
and other information af fecting eredit, relia-
bility or integrity, to be filled in, and havmg
- a detachable coupon at the bottom contain-
55 ing data in relation to time and recording,
and the other being a duplicate page of sub-
stantially the same size and shape.as the origi-
nal, detachably secured fto the latter, and

. ey

havmg a detachable credit-coupon at the bot--
6o tom bearing on its face data as to the amount |

due to the correspondent for services ren-
dered, all. arranged and operated in the man-

ner and for the purposes described.

3. The herein-deseribed blank for commer-
cial reports which consists of the combina-

tion of a two-leaved sheet comprising a left- o

hand leaf bearing an original-report blank,

a right-hand duplw&te leaf, a coupon on the
left-hand leaf containing data in regard to re-
cording the report above, a coupon at the bot-

tom of the rigcht-hand leaf containing datare-
garding the compensation for thereportonthe

duplicate sheet, said first leaf having on 1its
back printed blanks regarding the name of
the agency, instructions to correspondents
on the main portion, and instructions about
detaching and indexing or recording on the
coupon at the bottom, and said second leaf
having on its back instructions to the corre-
spondent on both the main portion and back
of the coupon at its bottom, all arranged to
operate substantially as described. |

4. The herein-described blank for commer- '

cial reports, consisting of a sheet composed

of two leaves, one of which has on its face
blanks for the name of the agency and blanks

for data concerning liabilities, resources, and
matter affecting the credit, and the other be-

ing aduplicate adapted tobe sent to the home

agency; a coupon at the bottom of the first
leaf bearing on its face recording memoranda

70
75 .

90

1dent1fy1nfr the report above, and on its back -

instructions about detaching and indexing,
and the second leaf being provided with a
coupon at the bottom relating to compensa-

tion forthe reportcontained on the duplicate, -
sald compensation-coupon having on its back

instructions about detaching and indexing.

5. The herein-described blank for commer-
cial reports consisting of a sheet divided at e,
to form two leaves havmﬂ' pages b, and c,

95

100

page b, being provided with mstruetlons and -

blank spaces 1elat1nn' to liabilities, resources,
credit, and similar items, and with a coupon
g, at the bottom containing identifying and
recording memoranda and adapted to be re-

10 5

tained by the correspondent; and a duplicate

leaf being provided with a page ¢, bearing
memomnda and blank spaces corr espondmtr
with and relating to the original, and a cou-
pon h, at the bottom having its end attached
tothe. coupon d, and being o pr rovided with com-

pensation memmanda snbst&nhally as de-

scribed.
In witness Whereof Ia
presence of two witnesses.

HARRY E. O'NEILL.
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Witnesses:
CHARLES W. J OHNSON,
GERTRUDE M. OULLOH
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