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To all whom Tt mary concerr:

Be it known that I, PETER ANDRIOT, & citi-
zen of the United States and a remdent of
Bellevue, Campbell county, State of Ken-

5 tucky, have invented a certain new and use-

ful Imitation Base-Ball Game; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-

act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
10 pertalns to make and use the same, attention
- being called to the accompanying drawmcrs
with the reference-numerals marked thereﬁon,
which form a part of this specification.
This invention relates to improvements in
15 a game apparatus whereby a game imitating
1n miniature some of the features of the base-
ball game may be played indoors.
The principal object of thisinvention is to
provide a game apparatus which as against
20 other devices of the same kind and for the
same purpose, 18 constructed in a manner to
work with less mechanically fixed and limited
accuracy and uniformity, so that in the play-
1ng of the game Varmus and many chances.
25 for calculation are af ‘orded, whereby same-
ness and monotony by repeutlon of similar
actions are avoided and the interest in the
game thereby heightened.
Another object and teature of the device is
30 to use a construction which permits manufac-
ture of them with limited facilities and in
great numbers at small expense.
In the following specification, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, is found a full
35 description of the invention, its manner of
use, parts, and construction, which latter is
ELlSO 1llustrated in the accompanymcr draw-
1Ings, in which—
Fw*ure 1 1s a perspective view of the appa,-
40 ratus ready for use. Fig. 2 1is a top view of
the same. Fig. 3 is a eentra,l longitudinal
section of it, and Fig. 4 shows in part of a
similar view certain members in a different
position. |
The ball 6, used in this game, isnot thrown,
but goes through its motion by rolling on a
base-board 7, which, to prevent said ball from
dropping off, is provided with a raised margin
3 all around.
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T'he pitcheris represented by a pin 9, which

pro;]eets upwardly throuwh a curved slot 10

in the base-board, while the batter i1s in form

of anarm 11 plvo‘fally supported in a manner

to have at the same time the inherent prop-
erty of a spring action, whereby whenever 55
displaced it rebounds to its normal position.

In addition to this sprmg-support the.arm
itself 1s of elastic material. 1t is preferably
constructed of spring-wire which 1s shaped

to form two parallel members, at the ends of 6o
which one is bent downwardly to form the up-
right connection 12 set into the base-board,
whlle the other is first turned to form a cml—
spring 13, after which this end is connected

to the base-bgal*cl in & manner similar to the 65
other one. The height from the base-board

of thisarm11is such that 1t corresponds with

the size of the ball—that is, it is such that the

latter will strike it when it rolls against it.

The respective positions of the catcher, 70
basemen, in and out fielders, &c., are repre-
sented by depressions 14 of a size to cause
the ball to be arrested and retained whenever
it drops into one of them.

In practice I have found that the qmc,kest b
way to obtain these depressions is by cutting
holes completely through the base-board, theu
diameter bemﬂ' shn*htlyless than the diameter
of the ball, 'to prevent this latter from drop-
ping completely through.

As to rules for playing the game, the rules
of .the mnational game of base-ball may be

30

adapted as near as 1t 18 possible to 1mitate

them, or special rules may be adapted. Pres-
ents might be given when the ball reaches a 8y
certain position, (hole,) the value to be graded
according to the difficulty with which certain
holes may be reached.

The number of players is not material.
Pin 9 (the pitcher) occupies normally one end go
of slot 10, the one nearest to the batter. For
use 1t 1s then retracted in its slot, the ball
placed in front of it, after which the pin is
released, when by spring-pressure it returns
to its normal position, impelling thereby the 95
ball against the batter from which, rebound-

ing, 113 is sent out into the field, where it gen-
erally strikes the raised rim ﬁrst atter thh
perambulating from side to 31(1@ much on the

fashion of a bllhard -ball, it may sooner or 100
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later either, in the favorable case, enter one |

of'the holes or, by missing them altogether,
come to a standstill on the base-board.

The details of the mechanical construction
for operating the pitcher are as follows: Pin
9 forms part of an arm 15, the whole prefer-
ably formed of one piece of wire bent at right

angles to form at one end said pin 9, while the
other end is first formed into a coil—spring 16
and embedded or set into the base-board from
underneath. For its operation a pull-rod 17
is affixed to arm 15 and is extended under-
neath the board to the end opposite from
where the batter is located, where it projects
and forms a handle 18. Thisrod may be sup-
ported 1n suitable holes in cleats 19, upon
which at the same time the device rests. It
will be observed that the movements of the
ball are dependent on several factors, all co-
acting toward producing the final effect, and

a change of any such factor will correspond-
ingly vary the final outcome, thus avoiding

repetition of same effect and exciting interest
by affording chances for caleculation. These
factors are the position of the ball on slot 10,
the position of pin 9 within such slot, and the
position of pin 9 with reference to the ball,
meaning in every case the position before pin
9 is released toshoot the ball. Forinstance,
the ball may be near the front of the slot, as
shown in Fig. 3, and the pin may be at any
point within the slot and between its end and

the ball, or the pin may be immediately be-

hind the ball, but their joint position may be
changed together to within any part of the
slot, as shown in Fig. 4. While the position
of the pin within slot 10 changes the force
with which the ball is 1mpelled against the

~ batter, so the position of the ball on slot 10

40
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chanﬂ'es the point of impact of the latter with

the former, since the relative position be-
tween the two 1s changed by reason of the

curve of the slot. If the ball strikes arm 11
more remote from its pivotal support, then

the force of its rebounding action by which

it throws the ball out will be increased. This
rebounding action is also dependent on two

factors zmd which consist of the elasticity of |
certain arm itself as well as of the spring ac-
If strueck by a |
weak ball, this rebound will be caused only |
by the reaction of the arm alone without draw- |
ing on the action of the spring at its pivotal |

tion of its pivotal support.

support. _
haust the elasticity of the spring-arm, but
also cause it to turn partly about its pivotal

support, engaging, in addition, the spring
thereat, and the rebound w ould be effected
by the congomt reaction of the springiness of
-the arm as well as of its support.
‘bementioned yet that the ball itself is of rub-

It should

ber, preferably solid, whereby another ele-
ment is acdded to those which determine the
movement of the ball. This material also

lessens the noise caused by the impact of the

ball with rim 8. It will thus be seen that all

requirements for a fascinating indoor game
‘are complied with in a mmple but satlsfac-

tory manhner. |
Having described my 1mﬁ'ent10n, I claim as

IeW—

‘1. Ina game of the kind deseribed, the com-

bination of a base-board having a raised rim

and a substantial representation of a base-

ball field on its upper surface, with depres-

sionsindicating certain positions,a balladapt-
ed to enter any one of them, an arm 11 hav-.

ing an elastic reaction when struck by a
ball a spring-actuated pin ¢ adapted when

_released after retracted, to propel the ball
against arm 11 and a curved slot 10 within
which said pin moves and on any point of

which in front of the retracted pm the ball
may be placed..

2. In a game of the kind described, the eom-'
bination of a, base-board having a ralsed rim

and a substantial replesentdtlon of a base-

ball field on its upper surface with depres-
‘sionsindicating certain positions,a ball adapt-
ed to enter any one of them, a pivotally-sup-
ported horizontal spring- actua,ted arm 11, &

A strong ball would not only ex-

g
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vertical pin 9 projecting up through a slot 10

forming the upturned end of a lever 15, the
two formed of one piece of wire, the other'l__

05 | .

end of which is set from underneath_ into the

base-board, being first turned to form a eoil-

spring a,nd a pull-rod 17 connected to this |

lever 15 and projecting beyond one end eof

the base-board where it is provided W1th a
‘handle for manipulation.

signature in presence of two witnesses.

PETER ANDRIOT.

Witnesses:
C. SPENGEL,
CHARLES W. HOUSE.

| ;od |
In testimony whereof I hereunto afﬁ‘fc my
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