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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ERNEST F. JEWELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lake
City, in the county of Wabasha and State of

Minnesota, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Book-Supports; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear,and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to whieh 1t appertains to make and use the
same.

The object of this invention is to provide a

book rest or carriage for bookkeepers’ use,
presenting a device of this character which
will facilitate the labor and work of posting
on a large set of books by so supporting the
ledger, journal or cash-book, and index that

they can be quickly moved to bring them in

iront of the bookkeeper instead of requiring
him to walk from book to book. In posting
on a large set.of books the labor of walking
back and forth from book to book is very tire-
some, and by the use of my improved support
or carriage the books can be moved orslid to
accommodate the bookkeeper. |

With the above objects in view this inven-
tion consists in providing a book support or
carriage comprising a board having depend-
ing bearing-plates with horizontal slots in
which are journaled grooved rollers, in con-
nection with a frame forming a track upon
which the rollers of the carriage travel, and
laterally-projecting flanges that engage re-

taining-plates depending from the side edges

of the board or support.

The invention further consists in the par-

ticular construction and the combination of
parts, as hereinafter fully set forth, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part ot this specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a sliding book -support con-
structed 1n accordance with my invention, a
partof theretaining-plate being broken away.
Fig. 2 is an end view of the support or car-
riage, and Fig. 3 is an inverted plan view.

Fig. 4is a detail plan view of the track-frame. |

Referring to the drawings by letters and nu-
merals, 1 designates the board or body of the
carriage,which is provided near each end with
a set of rollers, by which itis supported. The

| journaled are all constructed alike. There-

fore a description of one will answer for the
others. . Each bearingis madeupoftwoangle-
plates 3 3, presentinga member a, by which the
sald brackets are secured to the under side of
the board 1, and at right angles with the mem-
ber a1s a depending member b, having a longi-
tudinal slot 6', the upper edge of which is pro-

vided with an outwardly-projecting flange 12,

forming an increased bearing-surface. The
plates 3 3aresoplaced or secured to the under
side of the board that a space is left between
thedepending members b b to receive the roll-
ers 2, said rollers having stub-shafts ¢ and ad-
joining hubs ¢’, the latter bearing against the
inner side of the depending members b of the
bearing - plates, while the former extend
through the slots to bear therein and against
the projecting flange. By providing this sort
of bearing for the rollers they are permitted
to have a longitudinal movement in addition
to their rotation. - This carriage is adapted
to travel on a track provided therefor, pre-
senting an open framework having longitudi-
nal side pieces 4 4, connected at their ends
by cross-pieces 5 5,the longitudinalside pieces
being provided on their uppersides with rails
U, curved in cross-section, the rollers 2 being

grooved to correspond with the curve of the

rails. | |

It may be here stated that the under side
of the board or body 1 of the carriage is pro-
vided with recesses 7 immediately above the
bearing for the rollers in order to locate the
upper end of said rollers in the recesses and
form a construction presenting a low carriage

| ‘without reducing the size of the wheels or

rollers.

The frame which provides the tracks for the
carriage is provided centrally with a eross-
piece 8, extending above the plane of the
ralls and beveled from the side pieces 4 in-
ward, as shown, this cross-piece forming a
buffer or stop-block to limit the movementof
the carriage upon the rails, for this purpose
acting in connection with stops 9, located be-
tween the outer ends of the bearings or hang-
ers in which the rollers are journaled.

In order to prevent the carriage having a
longitudinal movement or

the member or body 1 i8 provided atits side

bearings or brackets in which these rollers are [ edges with depending pieces 10, having in-
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wardly-projecting plates or strips 11 at their |
lower ends, which engage latera,lly-prm ecting
flanges 12, pro;leetmn' from the side pleces of
the traek. - These depending pieces 10 also
s conceal the rollers and permit the carriage to
- present an ornamental appearance. |
In ordertosecure the carriage against move-
ment when 1t is desired to store the device

when not in use, the carriage is provided with

10 hooks 13, which engage a staple or headed
- pin 14 on the ends of the track-frame.

From the foregoing description, in connec-

tion with the accompanying drawings, the

construection of the carriage will be 1eed115r

t3 understood, and in use the several books

which are to be posted are placed upon the

board or platform 1 and the carriage can be

~ slid from side to side to bring the several
books alternately or successively in front of

20 the bookkeeper, and the peculiar form of
- bearings permits a comparatively shorter

track-section to be used and also reduces the

friction upon the rollers. This carriage 1s
preferably mounted upon a high desk, and
25 the bookkeeper may stand in front of the
same during the process of posting and will
be relieved from walking back and forth from
book to book; but it will be understood that
| the device can be mounted upon a lower
30 desk, which will allow the bookkeeper to be
seated. This arrangement provides a very
- simple and e Tective means for quickly bring-
ing the books in position to be posted.
Hevmﬂ' thus described my invention, what
- 35 I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
~ ters Patent, 1s—
1. Adevice tofacilitate the poetmﬂ' of books,
comprising a track-section having rails, a car-
riage mounted upon the rails and pr esentmn*

a boerd or platform having rollers Journaled 40
in brackets or bearings dependmﬂ' therefrom; |

together with a buffer or stop-block mounted

centrally in the track-section, and stops or-

-eross-pieces depending from the carriage to

engage the stop-block, substantially as shown 45

and for the purpose set forth. R
2. A device tofacilitate the postmg of books,

comprising a track-section having rails, a car-

riage - mounted upon the track-section and -
a board or platform, depending 50

pr esentm
hangers or bearingshaving lon gitudinal slots,

and rollers with stub- Shafts Journaled insaid
slots; together with side pieces depending
from the board or platform and provided with =~
inwardly - projecting plates which engage 55
flanges on the track-section, substantially as .~
shown and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination in a device to facilitate
the posting of books, of a track-section hav- -
ing rails and laterally-projecting flanges, to- 6o
ﬂ*ethel with a carriage comprising a beard or

| platform bearings or angle-plates depending

from the pletfmm and having longitudinal o

slots with 011twa1d1y-p103ectmn- ﬂ&nﬂ-es at

their upper edges, and side pieces depending 65
from the carriage and having inwardly-pro-
jecting plates which engage the flan ges of the

track-section,the parts bemcr constructed and
organized substantlally as s_hown and for the

purpose set forth. 70' o
In testimony whereot I have s ‘oned this
specl ication in the presence of two SIIbSCl‘lb-

ing witnesses.

ERNEST T. JEWELL.

Witnesses: -
A. G. FOWLER,
W. A. HUBBARD.
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