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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. OSMER, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIL

WASHBOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 591,684, dated October 12, 1897.

 Application flled May 13, 1896,

Yerial No. 591,435, (No model.)

To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiaMm H. OSMER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Lonuis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
a new and useful E’Vashboard of which the
following i1s a specification.

My invention relates to washboards, and es-

pecially to a class having hollow or tubular

metallic side rails; and its objects are, first, to
provide a washboard with metallic side rails
so formed and constructed as to be conven-
iently and firmly secured to the lateral edges
of the body or cross-connecting portion of the
washboard without the use of exposed fasten-
ing devices; second, to provide a holder for
securing metallic side rails firmly to the lat-
eral edges of the body or cross-connecting
portion of the washboard in a manner that
will effectually prevent the twisting of the
side rail when in position; third, to provide
the said hollow metaliic side rails with a me-

tallic side or cheek plate so constructed as |

to be conveniently and firmly secured to the
inside of the side rail and to extend from the

foot of the side rail upwardly toa vertically-

tenoned connection with the lateral edge of

the lower end of the body or cross- eonnectme"

portion for the purpose of preventing the lon-
gitudinal opening-space in the side rail from
spreading; fourth, to provide the two upper

corners of a Waehboald frame with an inter-

locking fastening-clip to prevent the separa-
tion of the joints, and, fifth, to provide hollow
or tubular metallic side rails of washboards
with a perforated cap to obviate filling with
water or corrosion and to allow dram&ﬂ'e and
ventilation of the side rails. )

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I will now proceed to deseribe its con-
struction and operation, reference being had

tothe aceompanymﬂ' drmwngs, forming a part_

of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a front elevation of the Wash-—
bomd Fig. 21is a vertical transverse section
of the washboard on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 is & horizontal section of the washboard on
line 3 3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec-
tion of the wa,bhboel d on line 4 4 of Fig. 1,
showing two plans of constructing and apply—
ing the holdel ,alsothe fastening-indentations
as created in su‘le and bottom of the side rail.

[ Fig. 5is a horizontal section of the sideé 1&11
on line 5 5 of Fig. 1, showing the application
of a metallic side or cheek plate Fig. 6 is a
perspective view of the perforated cap used
for covering the end of the side rails. Fig.

718 a perspeetwe view of one of the upper
corners of the washboard-frame, showing an
appheatmn of the interlocking fastening-elip.

Fig.8is a horizontal section of the washboard,

bhOWlIlG‘ a modified form of side rail to be
used when the body or eross-connecting por-
tion has two metallic surfaces and an 1nte1-
vening wood portmn also the application of
the holder Fig. 9 is a horizontal section of
a washboard, showme* the construction and
-arlaneement of the e1de rail and holde1 to be
used as a double washboard or one having
two rubbing-surfaces. Fig.101s ahomzontal
section of a weshbomd sh(m ing the specific
application of the holder upon the inturned
Iip or terminal edge of the metallic side rail,

| in Figs. 4, 8, and 9. Fig. 11 is a perspective
view of a lower corner joint of my improved
washboard,with the top of the sideraill broken
| away to show the position of the cheek-plate

edge of the lower end of the body or cross-
conneetmn* portion. Fig. 12 is a section of a

without a backboald
Similar figures of reference mdmate simi-
lar parts throun*hout the several views.
| 1represents the corrugated rubbing-zinc of
the washboard, applied in the usual manner
| and resting upon the backboard 2. In case
a double Washboatd is desired two rubbing-
zines may be applied, as shown in Fig. 9, or
a corrugated zine rubbing portion of suffi-
clent thlckness and streng th in itself without

washboard, in which event the metallic side
rails would be applied and secured as shown
in Fig., 12.

3 represents the tubular metallic side rail
constructed with a curved top portion adapt-
ed to fold over the lateral edges of the upper
surface of the washboard a,nd terminate in a
reverse inturned terminal lip 4, designed to
rest and be held upon the lateml edﬂ*es of the

the preferred form of the holder being shown

double. Washboald made ot heavy sheet-zine,-

the backboard 2 may be used as a double
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as secured in the vertically-tenoned lateral
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surface of the cross-connecting portwn by a

horlzontally arooved or ﬁanﬂ*ed holder, a flat
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outside portion tangential to the top, and a
bottom portion folded at right angles to the
side portion.

3" is-a modification of the metallic Slde rail

folded at its lower edge for connection with
“a metallie eross-connecting plate having simi-

larly-folded lateral edges.
3" is a modification of the tubular metallic

- siderail in continucus curved form, terminat-
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ing at its upper and lower edges w1th the flat
mturned lip 4.
3'""is a modification of the tubular metallic

side rail in circular form with its upper and.
lower edges brought close enough together to
constructing and applying plate 14 is shown

rest upon the lateral edges of a corrugated
metallic eross-connecting portion comprising
two rubbing-surfaces and constituting a dou-
ble washboard. Where the bottom of the
side rall rests flat upon the portion it covers,
an indentation or puncture 21 is made in the

side rail, which by pressing the metal into

the parts contiguous thereto serves to hold
the parts firmly together, as shown in Figs.
4 and 10. This indentation is designed to be

used on the side rail, as shown in Figs. 4 and

10, whenever desired, without reference to the
manner in which any other portion of the side
rail 1s finished or fastened.
- The holder (shown in Figs. 4, 8 9, and 12
and marked 5 and 20) is desw‘ned t0 be placed
under the curved housing formed in the side
rail and to extend over and rest upon the in-
turned terminal edge or plate 4 of the side
rail in such manner as to hold the said in-
turned edge or plate 4 firmly to the surface
upon which it rests, the effect of which is to
prevent the side rail from twisting or work-
ing off the lateral edges of the washboard, as
above stated. The holder is shown in a pre-
ferred form, as at 5, Figs. 4, 8, and 9. At 20,
Fig. 10, a modified form of the holder is shown
in the application of a metallic plate. In
both instances the holder is fastened to the

cross-connecting part by a tack, nail, or simi- |
lar fastening dewee

It will be ebsewed that in constructing the
side rail of sheet metal with the mturned ter-

minal lip or plate to rest upon the surface of
the edges of the washboard and then secur-

ing the plate or edge down to this surface by

means of the holder extending over and bear-
ing upon said plate or edﬂe, as shown, the

hold er being housed or covered and pr oteeted

against eontact with articles being washed

upon the washboard affords a ploteetlon not
embodied in ordinary washboards, as well as

‘a novel and cheap method of eonstruetmﬂ' a

strong and durable washboard.
8 represents the top cross-piece, which is
secured to the metallic side rails by the wire

clip 9, formed with an eye at its upper end
and a hook 10 at its lower end, the hook be-

Ing driven into the metallic side rall, the eye

folded over and upon the top cross-piece S
and SBCHIG]}T fastened in place by the nail

11, which is driven through the eye, the top
eloss-pleee and into the 1 upper end of the

| side rail, thus making a joint that will 1101(1__

firmly ’roe‘ethel
6 1ep1esents the soap-pocket, having the

place, as shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 7, or in

any other similar and smtable manner.
12 represents the top and bottom fenders,

| which protectthe edges of the 1ubbmﬂ'-b0e1d
1, and may be of wood or sheet metal sepa-

75 -

rate from or integral with therubbing-board 1.
13 shows the construction of the lower end

of the side rail, being the part extending be-
low the body or er oss-conneetmo' pmtwn of
the washboard. 'The plefened method of

86

in Figs. 5 and 11, in which case the plate is |

formed to fit over the terminal plate 4 of the

side rail 8 and extend down the outside and
partly around the bottom

portion of the side
rail, the upper end being secured in the ver--

tical croove 16, which is cut in the bottom -

fende1 12, the lower end being held in place
By thus

constructing the ends of tubular metallic
side ralls of washboards the tendency to_

spread or open under pressure of usage is
The object of perforating the cap

15 is to allow the drainage of water that may

by the cap 15, which fits over it.

obviated.

run in while in use and eﬂ:’mdmeems of ven-

Qo
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tilating the hollow space in the side rails by .

a,llowmt, a free circulation of air about the

joints, thus preventing rot or corrosion of the

rubbing-zine, ther eby plolonﬂ‘mn the dura-
bility of the washboard.
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sheet-metal back 7 applied and seemed in -

It will be observed that while my pres- o

“ent invention embodies novelty and merit,
in the construction, durability, and eheap-*

ness of Weshboards, the essence thereof 1s
the provision of a suitable holder arranged to

rest upon the terminal edge of the meta,llu,_
side rail to hold the same firmly in position.

105

Hence it is to be understood that I am mnot '

to limit or confine myself to any precise or

I10

exact form of constructing the said holder so

| long as it constitutes in effect an equiva-

1e11t of the preferred or mechﬁed fm m§s herein |

set forth.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat--

ent, 1Is—

115

- 1. The washboard herein shown and de-

seribed, comprising the tubular metallic side
rails, h&ving a flat inturned terminal lip, a
rubbing portion having a bead secured along

120

the surface of the lateral edges thereof, hori-

zontally grooved to form an interlocking

tenon along its inner edge contiguous to the o
125

rubbing-surface, to receive the inturned ter-
minal lip of the side rail, the soap-tray suit-
ably secured to the side rails above the rub-
bing portion and the top cross-piece con-

necting the upper -ends of the side rails, all |

arran wed applied and operating, substan-
tlally as shown and described.

9. The washboard herein shown and de-— '

scribed, comprising the tubular metallic side

| rails, ha,ving a flat inturned terminal lip, a

| ~y||| I|
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rubbing portion having abead secured along
the surface of the lateral edges thereof, hori-
zontally grooved to form an interlocking
tenon along its inner edge contiguous to the
5 rubbing-surface, to receive the inturned ter-
minal lip of the side rail, the soap-tray suit-
ably secured to the side rails above the rub-
bing portion, the top cross-plece connecting
the upper ends of the side rails and the

10 cheek-plate arranged to cover the open slot |

 between the bottom fender 12, and the end

of the side rail, its upper end being held in
the vertical groove 16, with its top edge fas-
tened to the terminal lip of the side rail, all
substantially as shown and set forth.

WILLIAM H. OSMER.

Witnesses: -
CHAS. GUNDLACH,
FRED. BOYER.
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