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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be 1t known that I, BENJAMIN K. LANTZ, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Taylorville, in the county of Christian
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Envelop-
Openers; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
ski
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. -

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in envelop-openers, the
object being to provide an envelop-opener of
improved construction which is adapted to

be nused as an attachment for pencils; and | e

the invention consists in the special construe-
tion of the device, which embodies a tube
having bifurcated end, to which 1s attached a
cutting-blade, the tube also carrying a rub-
ber or eraser which 18 positioned adjacent to
the cutting-blade, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view of an envelop-opener or
pencil attachment construeted in accordance
with my invention. F¥ig. 2 1s an end view.
Fig. 3 is a side view showing the manner of
using the same in opening an envelop, and
Fig. 4 a side view or a view looking toward
the edge of an envelop Whlch 18 bemﬂ‘ oper-
ated upon.

A refers to a metal tube or sleeve which is
adapted to fit over the end of a lead-penceil,
though it is obvious that the tube may be se-
cured to some other object as a handle, or 1t
may be used independent of any other article.
One end of the tube is cut away, so as to be
bifurcated and present side portions ¢ ¢, sepa-
rated by a space or reeess, as shown, thus pro-
viding straight edges a’. To one of the end
portions of the tube is secured a blade B,
which may be a segment of a circle when
viewed in plan, and the rounded edge 18 rig-

idly attached to one of the end portions of the |

lled in the art to which it appertains to

| tube, so that one corner, as b, will be ﬂush or

even with the end of said tube and the othel
corner b’ adjacent to the straight wall ¢’ of
the opposite end portion of the tube.

C refers to a rectangular or other shaped
piece of rubber whichis clamped between the
straight walls or edges ¢’ of the tube A, and
said walls engage therewith so as to hold it
securely against endwise displacement, but
the same may be moved longitudinallyin the
recess or slots, so that it can be adjusted to
and from the blade B. Therubber block may
be used for erasive purposes and serves two
other functions, one being to engage with the
pocket, so as to prevent the article falling out
of the same, the other purpose beingasa ﬂ*uule
or gage for the envelop.

To use the device as an envelop-opener, the

edge of the envelop is placed in the open end,
so as to abut against the rubber bloek, the

envelop being held in one hand and the tube
1n the other, and said tube is given a slight
turn and drawn along the edge of the envelop,
and when so manipulated the point of the
blade will sever the end of the envelop.

The device can be operated quickly, as the
wide opening at the side serves as a guide.

This device is convenient and can be
cheaply made.
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Having thus described my invention, what |

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. Asanarticleof manufactm e, an envelop-
opener consisting of a body portion having a
bifurcated end, a blade secured to an end of
one of the side portions so as 1o be substan-
tially on a-plane with the end of the opposite
side portion.

2. An envelop-opener comprising atubular
body portion one end thereof being slit, a seg-

mental blade secured to one end of one of the.

side portions of said tubular body so as to pro-
ject partially over the slit, %ubstantlally as
shown.

3. An envelop- openez compmsmg a tube
having slots in the side walls of one end of
the tube, a blade secured to one end of one
of the side portions of the tube, and a bar of
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- rubber carried by the slots so that the end | the side walls of the slot so as to be movable
portions thereof will project beyond the sides | to and from the blade, substantially as shown

' of the tube, substantially as shown. and for the purpose set forth. , .

4. Anenvelop-opener comprisinga tubular | In testimony whereof I affix my swnature
5 body portion having a bifurcated end, a blade | in presence of two witnesses.
~ secured toone of the end portions of the tube

so that the cutting edge 15111 be nearer one of | , b ENJAMIN F I"ANTZ

the side walls of the slot on one side of the Witnesses: -

blade than it i1s on the side wall opposite the E. R. WRIGHT,
10 cutting-point, and a bar or block engaged by | JOHN DBAUGHMAN.
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