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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NICHOLAS A. HULL, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

“nois, have invented a certain new and useful

- Improvementin Sewing-Machine Table-Tops;
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and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification.

The presentinvention relates to a made-up
table-top for sewing-machine stands, in which
the pieces of wood composing the top are
joined together with a view to prevent warp-
ing, as well as to produce a cheaper top, and
yet have an appearance equal to the more
costly tops; and the present improvement has
for its objects, first, to provide a simple,
strong, and durable construction for a sew-
ing-machine table-top that involves a sec-

tional formation of such table-top to admit of
the formation of the usiial opening at the cen-

terof thesameforthe sewing-machine and yet

‘preserve unimpaired the strength and rigid-
ity of the table-top, as will hereinafter more |
fully appear, and be more particularly pointed

~out in the claims; second, to afford a simple,
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cheap, and efficient formation and arrange-

ment-of the transversely-extending strip or

cleats at the ends of a sewing-machine table-

top and the usual drop-leaf thereof to pre-

- vent warping, &c., of such top or leaf and at
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the same time impart to the upper surface of
the same the appearance of being made of a

continuous piece of wood, with the grain

thereof running the whole length of such ta-
ble top or leaf, as will also hereinafter more

- fully appear, and be more particularly point-
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ed out in the claims. I attain such objects

-by the construetion and arrangement of parts

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— - | |
- Figurelisaninverted plan view, with parts

In section, of a sewing-machine table-top and

drop-leaf constructed in accordance with the

~ present invention; Fig. 2, a longitudinal sec-

tion of the same at line = x, Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a

- transverse section of the same at line o' o/,
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Fig. 1; Fig. 4, an enlarged detail section at
line z* o, Fig. 1. '

Slmilar numerals of reference
parts in the several views. R
- As represented in the drawings, the pres-

indicatelike

ent improved table-top will be formed of lon-
gitudinal outer pieces 1 and 2, that extend 5g

the length of the table, and middle pieces 3
and 4, between the adjacent ends of which is
left a space or opening 5 for the sewing-ma-
chine. These pieces will be of substantially

| the same width and will usually be butted 60

and glued together in the usual well-known

~manner, the main dependence being, however,

placed upon the following improved construc-
tion. - .. S |
~_bare transversely-extending strips of aless 65
thickness than the table-top pieces heretofore
described, the ends of which are fitted snugly
Into mortises 7, formed therefor in the inner
edges of the respective longitudinal pieces 1

and 2, while the middle portions of such strips 70

occupy recesses 8 in the inner and adjacent
ends of the respective middle table-top pieces
s and 4. DBy this improved construction the
jointure of the table-top pieces around the

usual sewing-machine opening of the table- 75

top is effected in a very strong, substantial, -
and durable manner without liability to dis-

‘placement under severe or hard usage. -

9 are the transversely-extending cleats by
which the table-top proper, as well as the 8o
-usual drop-leat 10, are tied together at their

endsina firm and substantial manner. Such
cleats will have for this purpose the usual re-

duced portion or tongue 11, fitting in a trans-
verse groove formed therefor in each end of $s
“the table-top or drop-leaf.

In the present
invention the transverse cleats 9 will be of
an L shape, consisting of a head portion 12,
of less thickness than the table-top or drop-

leaf, and the reduced portion or tongue 11, go

heretofore described, and in connection with
this improved form of cleat the table-top or
drop-leaf will have a corresponding construc-
tion—to wit, a long extension 18 at top, cov-

ering the whole surface of the cleat 9, and a 95

shorter extension 14 atbottom thatonly covers

the tongue 11 of said cleat, as very clearly

illugtrated in detail Fig. 4 of the drawings.
This improved construction not only affords

| a very strong and substantial means for oo -
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strengthening the ends of the table-top or
drop-leaf, but also admits of a uniform sur-
face bemn' retained at the upper or top sur-
face of the table-top or drop-leaf, with the

grain of the wood extending the whole len ath
of the same in a uniform manner.

15 are the usual belt-holes of a sewing-ma-
chine table-top that in the present invention
are made to pass down through the outer lon-
gitudinal pieces or members 1 and 2 of the
table-top and also through the intermediate
transverse strip 6, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3
of the drawings. With the impraved con-
struction any liability to checking of the wood
18 avoided in that the grain of the wood in
the transversely-arranged pieces extends in
a direction at right angles to the direction of
the grain in the longitudinally - arranged
pieces, and in consequence of such arrange-
ment all tendency to checking is avoided in
the present form of table-top. -

IHaving thus fully described my said inven-
tion, whut I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A sewing-machine table-top, comprising
1in combination, longitudinal outer pieces 1
and 2, middle pieces 3 and 4, the combined
length of which is less than the said outer
pleces, transverse strips 6, attaching the in-
ner ends of such middle pieces to the outer
pieces, and end cleats 9, attaching the outer
ends of such pieces together, substantially as
herein described.

2. A sewing-machine table-top, comprising
in combination, longitudinal outer pieces 1
and 2, middle pieces 3 and 4, the combined

591,474

length of which is less than the said outer
pieces, transverse strips 6, {itting mortises in
the outer pieces, and grooves in the middle
pleces, to attach the inner ends of such mid-
dle pieces to the outfer pieces, and end cleats
9, attaching the outer ends of such pieces to-
cgether, substantially as herein deseribed.

3. A sewing-machine table-top, comprising
in eombmatlon longitudinal outer pieces 1
and 2, middle pieces 3 and 4, the combined
lengt-h of which is less than the said outer
pieces, transverse strips 6, fitting mortises in
the outer pieces, and grooves in the middle
pieces, to attach the inner ends of such mid-
dle pieces to the outer pieces, cleats 9, attach-
ing the outer ends of such pieces together, and
belt - holes 15, extending through the outer
pieces 1 and 2, and through the transverse
strip 0, substantially as herein described.

4, A sewing-machine table-top, or drop-
leaf, comprising in combination, the top or
leaf proper, and a transverse end cleat 9, the
cleat having an L-shaped formation, com-
prising a tongue 11, and a head 12, and the
end of the table top or leaf having a long ex-
tension 13, covering the whole surface of the
cleat, and a shorter extension 14, covering
the tongue 11, of the cleat, substantially as
herein described.

In testimony whereof witness my hand this
14th day of December, 1896.

NICIIOLAS A. IIULL.

In presence of—
ROBERT DURNS,
WM. 1. SCoTT.
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