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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CARL PIEPER, OF MENOMONEE, WISCONSIN.

~ BED-BLOCK FOR STEREOTYPE-PLATES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 591 422, dated October 12, 1897.

: B.pplication filed April 20,1897, Serial No. 632,873,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL PIEPER a citizen

of the United States, re&dmw at Menomonee,

in the county of Dunn and State of Wiscon-
sin, have invented certain new and useful Im-

plovements in Bed-Blocks for Stereotype-

Plates; and I do hereby declare the following
to be afull clear, and exact description of the

- Invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled
[0

in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. |

Thisinvention appel tains to 1mprovements
in blocks or bases which receive the stereo-
type-plates to bring the latter at the proper
height when used Wwith the ordma,ty print-
Ing-presses. -

The invention eontemplates a constmctmn
that provides a block in which guides or rails
which interlock with the plates are extended
upward to form a line or column-rule in print-
ing, thereby dispensing with the use of the
ordinary brass column-rule usually 1nserted
between the plates.

In carrying out my invention, I employ two
sets of blocks, one set being of double width
and having a central lon gitudinal interlock-
ing rail forming the dividing-line or column-
rule, and the other set being of a smaller or
single width and having a lower rail at one

dﬂ'e representing the edges of a paﬂ*e, which
are not ruled.

In the following specification I have en-
tered into a detailed description of the inven-

- tion, reference being had to the drawings,
35

and to numerals thereon which designate the
different parts, and what I con51der to be the
novel features of construction are specifically
recited in the claims.

In the accompanying drawmgs, formmg 2

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view showing a number of blocks

congtructed in aecordance with myinvention
and arranged to receive the stereotype-plates
Fig. 21s a transverse sectional view through
the blocks which carry the column-rules. F1ﬂ'
3 18 a transverse sectional view through the

“smaller blocks, which are located at the sides
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of the frame. Fig. 41s a sectional view show-

ing two of the 'bloeks arranged side by side
and having the plates mounted thereon.
Referring to the drawings by numerals, 11
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designate the intermediate blocks or bases
which present the top piece or plate 2, from
which depend the feet or legs 3 3, connected
by webs 4 in the usual manner. " At the cen-
ter of this block or piece and extending lon-

gitudinally thereon is a rail or strip 5, pre-

senting projecting portions 6 6 at opposite
sides, which are undercut, as shown, and in-
termediate these projections is an upward
projection 7 of: a height to extend above the
stereotype-plates flush with the printing-sur-
faces thereof. o
3 designates the blocks or base-pieces which
are employed at each end of the form or page,
and consists of the top plate 9, supported by
the depending flanges or feet 10 10, connected
by the webs 11. At one edge of the top plate
J is an integral strip or pr o;jeetlon 12, extend-
ing longitudinally thereon, the i mner edge of

s:;ud projection or strip bemw underout as
shown.
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In connection with the blocks or base- -pieces

constructed as hereinbefore described the
stereotype-plates 13 are provided at each side
edge with longitudinal grooves or recesses 14,
that receive the corresponding sides of the
rails which interlock therewith. In placing
the stereotype-plates upon the blocks or base-
pieces they are slid sidewise into engagement

‘with one of the rails and the adjoining block
| 18 moved to bring itsrailin enﬂ'&ﬂ'ement with

the plate, the other plates_being place-d upon
the blocks in a similar manner until the page
has been completed, the smaller blocks en-
gaging the outer edge of the outer stereotype-
plates.

By providing the bed- blocks or base-pieces
for stereotype-plates with the interlocking
guide-rails constructed as hereinbefore de-
scribed the or dinary column-rules are dis-
pensed with, as the upward projections of the
intermediate rails present an edge or rule on
a line with the printing-surfaces of the char-
acters, so as to make an impression similar to
the ordinaryrules. Tothisend the said bed-
blocks or base-pieces are preferably made of
cast metal and the upper edges of the rails
properly finished. It will be understood of

| course,that the smaller blocksare constructed

in proportion to the larger ones, 8o that two
could be placed ton'ether and form an inter-
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mediate block without the rule when it is not
desired to have the usual dividing-line or col-
umn-rule.

IHaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. Abed-block forstereotype-plates having
a longitudinal rail integral therewith and ex-
tended to form a column-rule, substantially
as shown and described.

2. Abed-block forstereotype-plateshaving
a longitudinal rail formed integral therewith,
the side edges of said rail being undercut and
the upper part extended to form the ordinary
column-rule to be used in connection with
stereotype-plates having recessed edges, sub-

stanfially as shown and for the purpose set
forth.

3. Abed-block forstereotype-plates having |.
a longitudinal rail formed integral therewith |.
and presenling an undercut edge, in connec- |

tion with the stereotype-plate having re-
cessesinitsside edges, substantially as shown

‘and desecribed.

4, The combination with a bed-block for
stereotype - plates, of a longitudinal rail
formed integral with said bed-block at the
center:of its top, said rail presenting side ex-
tensions which are undercut, and an upper
extension which is brought to an edge to form
the ordinary column-rule, in connection with
the stereotype-plates having longitudinal re-
cesses 1n their side edges to conform with the

shape of the rails, substantially as shown and
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

CARIL PIEPER.
Witnesses:

J. B. MCKAHAN,

JOHN C. WILCOX.
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