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~vide devices by means of which the pressure
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FKig. 318 a vertical tlaneveree section.
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To all whom it.may concern:

Be it known that I, PauL E. ERICKSON, a
citizen of the United States residing at; Sean-
dia, in the county of Repubhe and State of
Kensas have invented a new and useful
Weed- Destl oyer, of which the followmﬂ' is a

specification.

This invention relates to weed- destroyers
for use on railways, its object being to pro-

pose which may be attached to any ordinary
railway-car and be drawn along in contact
with the bed of the track between and out-
side the rails and by its weight crush and de-
stroy any weeds with which it may come in
contact during its movement.

A further ebJeet of the 1nvent10n 18 t0 pro-

of the weed-destroyerupon the ground may be
adjusted, or by means of whleh it may be ele-
vated entuely out of contact with the ground.

The invention will be fully deecrlbed here-
- 1nafter and particularly pointed out in the

claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a side eleva,tmn
of a
to.

Fig. 2 18 a vertical longitudinal section.

"~ 4 18 a perspective view of the weed-killer de-
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fached, looking at the under side.
| Slmﬂ&l referenee—numelals indicate Slnll—

- lar parts in the several figures.-
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- 1 1indicates an ordmely flat-car, and 2 the

weed-destroyer. This weed - destieyer COn-
sists of a

~and pr efe1 ably of a width equal to the length

of the ordinary sleeper on which the rails are

- laid. Thisplateis provided on its under side
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'13,118
wardly and upwardly from the bottom, as in- |
dicated at 4, in order that the plate may ride
up over any solid obstruction with which it |

may come 1n contact during its movement.
- Kach end of the plate 2 is connec,ted to the
car by means of rods or chains 5, and the con-

with longitudinal grooves 3, spaced apart to
fit over the rails of the track and of sufficient
depth to permit the bottom of the plate to en-
gage the road-bed both inside and outside the
The ends of the plate are inclined out-

nection between the rods or ehems and the
car may be at any desired point and either

to the frame or to the bottom of the pletfcn m, |

| eyebolts.
vide asimple and efficient device for thls pur- -

lat-car with my invention applied there-

Fig.

metal plate of any suitable length |

| as preferred. ‘The essential feature is that

the plate will be so attached to the car as to
move with 1t in either direction. The con-
nection between the rods or chains 5 and the
car will preferably be a detachable one, and
for this purpose I have shown eyebolts 6,
firmly secured to the car, and hooks 7 on the
ends of the rods or chains 5, engaging said
Other devices may, howeve1 be
employed for this purpose, and the connec-
tion may be a permanent one, if preferred.

8 indicates levers which are pivoted on

‘standards 13, supported on the platform of

the car, and the pivot-point of each lever is
near one end thereof. The short arms of the
levers are pivotally connected to the upper
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ends of links 9, which links extend down -

through openings 10 in the platform and are
plvoted between spa,eed ears 11 at the respec-

tive ends. of the plate 2.

14 indicates weights Wthh are &(]Jllstdbl
supported on the lonﬂ' arms 12 of the 1eve1s
8, and these weights are designed to adjust
the pressure of the metal plate 2 upon the

ground and are intended to be sufficiently
heavy to elevate the plate 2 above the ground
' when moved to the proper position on the

arms 12 of the levers. Any suitable device

may be employed to hold the weights in their:
desired positions on the lever, end I have

1llustrated set-screws 15 for this purpose.
On some railways the bed between the rails

i8 arched or convex, and in such case the por-
tion of the plate which is intended to engage

the road-bed between the rails will be con-
caved to correspond with the contour of the

road-bed. In operation the plate 2 will be
connected to a car in the manner already de-
seribed, and the car will then be drawn over
the rails in the usual manner and the plate

will be slid over the bed of the track and be
in contact therewith, both inside and outside
therails. Thisslidin g movement of the plate
and its heavy weight will crush, disintegrate,

and destroy the weeds with wlneh it may
comein contact durmﬂ‘ itsmovement. When
1t 1s desired to elevate the. plate 2 above the
surface of the ground, the weights 14 will be
moved toward the outel ends of the longarms
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12 of the levers 8 until they overcome the .

weight of the plate.
It will be understood that ehanﬂ'es in the
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form, proportion, and minor details of con-
struection may be resorted to without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a weed - destroyer for railways, the
combination with a car, of a melal plate con-
nected at each end to the said ear and adapted
to engage the road-bed on either side of the
rails, said plate having longitudinal grooves
1n 1ts lower face to fit over the rails, substan-
tially as described.

2. In a weed - destroyer for railways, the
combination with a car, of a metal plate con-
nected at each end tothe car, said plate hav-
ing its ends inclined upwardly and outwardly
from its bottom, and being provided with
longitudinal grooves in its lower face to fit
over the rails of the track, whereby said plate
is enabled to slide upon the road-bed, both
inside and outside the rails, substantially as
deseribed.

3. In a weed- destroyer for railways, the
combination with a car, of a plate secured at

591,391

each end to the car and adapted to engage

‘the road-bed, levers pivoted in standards sup-

ported on the car-platform and pivotally con-
nected at one end to the ends of said plate,
and weights adjustable on said lever, sub-

stantially as described.

4. In a weed - destroyer for railways, the

‘combination with a car, of a plate connected

at each end to the car and adapted to engage
the road-bed, levers pivoted in standardssup-
ported on the platform of the car, links ex-
tending through openingsin the platform and
being pivotally connected at their lower ends
to the ends of said plate and at their upper
ends to said levers, weights adjustably sup-
ported on the long arms of said levers, and
means to hold said weights in their adjusted
position, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

PAUL E. ERICKSON.

Witnesses:
- CHARLES A. WARDRUM,
ALBERT SCHLAPBACK.
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