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- To all whom ©t may concern:
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Be it known that we, RICHARD P. WATSON
and ALBERT C. LUYCKX citizens of the United
States, residing at Detl o1t, In the county of
Wrayne and Sta,te of Ml@hwan have invented

a new and useful Improvement in Kxpansi-

ble Caps, which improvement is fully set

forth in the following specification and ac-

companying dra,wmﬂ's in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevatlon of a cap, partly
in sectmn provided with our improved ex-
pansible top, Kig. 2, a top or plan view; Fig.
3, & view of the cap in ordinary form and
Tlﬂ‘ 4 a view showing the expanded 130p in
operative position.

T'he object of our invention is to provide a
novel, useful, and inexpensive device con-
smtmﬂ' of a cap or hat of the usual pattern,
supnlemented by an adjustable top or cover
which may be easily expanded in the form
of an umbrella, thereby effectually protecting
the wearer from sunshine or rain.

The peculiar merit and advantages of the
invention will be understood by 1efer11nc-' to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

A represents the rim of a c&p provided with

~ afront piece 2 of the usual form. The crown
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consists of a circular skeleton frame, slightly
elevated in the center and made of light wires,

comprising an outer ring 3 and a concentric

inner ring 4, united at 111tervals by radial arms
5, the inner ends of which are permanently
secured in the hollow shank of a central but-
ton 6. The said radial arms are also inter-
mediately connected and braced by a wire 7.
A series of V-shaped wires 8 have their ter-
minals hinged on the inner ring 4 and are pro-
vided with outwardly-bearing coiled springs
9, the purpose of which will hereinafter ap-
pear. When the crown of the cap is in nor-

mal position, the apex of each V-section is re-
movably secured under the flange of the cen-
tral button. A circularpiece of suitable water- |
proof fabric 10 is fitted to cover the extended
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area bounded by the V-sections when in ex- 45

tended position and is stitched to the skele-
ton frame and also to the apex of each V-sec-
tion. It will be observed that when these
sections are turned back and their ends se-
cured under the central button the fabric is
closely folded and overlaid by a removable

cap-cover 11, made in the form of a tam-o-

shanter, having the Inner border provided
with an elastic band or cord, so that it may
be easily drawn over the crown, forming a
cap of a familiar style, as shown in FKig. 3.
When desired, this cover is removed and the
V-sections released from the button. The
springs being then free to act will unfold the
expansible cover and the cap will assume

the form shown in Fig. 4.

What we claim as new is—
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In an expansible cap or hat the herein-de-

scribed wire crown comprising an outer cir-
cle 3 and an inner concentric circle 4, united
at Intervals by radial arms intermedia,tely

strengthened by a circular brace 7 and hav-
ing their inner ends permanently secured in

the hollow shank of a central button 6; the
vertically-swinging V-shaped wires havmg
their free ends hinged on the inner wire cir-
cle 4 and their apexes adjustably secured
under the flange of the said central button;

the coiled springs adapted to actuate the V-

sections when released from the button; the
expansible shade or cover attached to the V-
sections and the removable outer cover 11,
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all constructed and combined substantlally |

-as herein shown and descmbed

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands, this 17th day
of May, 1897, in' the presence of witnesses.

RICHARD P. WATSON.
ALBERT C. LUYCKX, -

Witnhesses:

H. M. McCORMICK,
JNO. C. TOBIAS,

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

