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Yo all whom it may concern
Be it known that I, THOMAS F. SHARPE

citizen of the United States residing at Wolfe

City, in the county of Hunt and State of

Impr ovements in Wire-Stretchers; and I do

‘hereby declare the following to be afull,clear,
‘and exact description of the mventlon such
~ as will enableothersskilled in the art to thh-

1t appertains to make and use the same.
'T'his invention relates to 1111p10vem611t% in

wire-fence tighteners, the object being to pro-

vide a devwe of this chamctel W thh will be
portable and when applied for use will ef-

fectively stretch or pull the horizontal wires

of a fence, the particular construction per-

mitting the apparatus to be applied on either

side of the post. The construction also em-
ing the wire after it has been drawn upon,
eons:tstmn' In providing a clamp with a double
member or cam pivoted between two station-
ary members, so that the said pivoted mem-
ber or cam can be thrown toward elther sta-
tionary member.

‘With the above ends in view the inven-

tion consists in the particular construction
and combination of parts, as will be herein-
after fully set forth, and speelﬁcally pomted
out in the claims.

In the accompanying dla,mnn's forming
part of this speclfication, I‘1ﬂ*ure 11is an ele-
vation of the wire-fence tlﬂ'htenm constructed
in accordance with my invention. TFig. 2 is
a.plan view of the device. Fig. 8 is an end

view, and Fig.41is atransver se sectlona,l view

on the line z ¢ of Fig. 1. -
In the drawings, the numeral 1 deswnates
thesuppor tmn*-ba,r of my improved wire- fenee

twhtener,whleh has secured thereto or formed
thereon the stationary clamping device, con-

sisting of the cross-bar 2, having pr OJectmn'

membels 3,-adapted to bem aﬁ'a,mst one side
of the fence- -post.

From the ends of the eross - bar emend'
curved projections 4, which form the rigid
members of the. statlon&ry cl:;bmp Between'

these members is pivoted a block 9, having
cam-shaped ends which are a,dapted to be

brought into engagement with the rigid mem-

bers of the el&mp The cam 5 is redueed on

_ea,ch mde centrally and plvoted upon a boss

a

Texas, have invented. certain new and useful |

‘hook 14ispivoted. This hookisof su
length, so that the pointed end thereof ecan
be drwen into the post which is engaged by

of the cross- baa. 2, the ends being enlar ﬂ'ed ,

to form the cams, and the surfaces of the
cams are 1oufrhened to obtain a bette1 orip
or hold upon the wire. |

The cams are so disposed Wlth respect to
the rigid members of the clamp thatthe cam

| ends may be brought into engagement with

its rigid member, and the other cam provides

a convement plo,]eetlon or lever by which
It will also be.

the same can be operated. _
understood that the cam is placed with re-

spect to the rigid members so that when the
wire 1s placed between the same the tension

upon the wire will act to draw the cam in en-
gagement therewith and effectually elamp it

in enn'a.frement with the device.
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To one side of the cross-bar 2 the support- -

ing-bar 1 of the device is provided at its

01113@1' edge with laterally- pro;]ectmﬂ flanges
7 and 8, thh provide a guide for mountmo

a block 91in sliding engagement with the sa,u:L
T'his shdmﬂ* block 18 provided with a
device for clampmw the wire similar to that

bar.
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mounted upon the cross-bar 2, the rigid mem-

1 bers of the sliding bar bemﬂ* deswna,ted by
‘the numerals 10 and the swinging cam by the

numeral 11. The block 9 is prowded with

lugs havi ing inwardly - projecting portions,

W]llCh embl ace the flanges 7 and S and there-
by hold the said block in sliding engagement
At the end of the bELl ad-

with the bar 1.
joining this block is alever 12, connected by

a rod 18 to the block, said level being ful-

crumed upon the tmnsverse pin, to Whlch

the members 3 of the device, the oppos-nte

1 end of the barl having ashort 1100]: 15, which

is also driven into the post. By means of

,8-0 '
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the hooks 14 and 15, in connection with the

held in engagement v«nth the post.
- In stretchmﬂ' or tightening fence-wire with

my improved dewce the bar 1 i securely at-
_tached to the post, as hereinbefore described.

The wire is then passed through the station-

ary clamp and the end brouo*hb into engage-

ment with the clamp on the shdmﬂ‘ block the

latter beingslid to the pomtlon a,d;]ommfr the
said statlonary clamp. Now by pulling u pon _
| the opel ating end of the lever 12 bloek

| PPOJGOBIIIG‘ members 3 the device ig securely .
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drawn backward, pulling the wire with 1t,
and when said block reaches the limit of its
rearward movement the cam of the station-

ary clamp is thrown into engagement with
the wire and holds the slack, after which the

movable block can be brought forward to
again engage the wire and take another pull
upon the same. .

It will be understood that the flange 7 on
the bar 1 is cut away at its end, so as not to
interfere with the movement of the lever 12.

The device herein shown and described
provides a very effective implement for either

tightening wire fences orin building thesame.

This construction contemplates presenting a
device which will possessthe greateststrength
and at the same time be readily carried from

- place to place.
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It will also be seen that the wire may be

nailed to the post to which the stretcher is

attached, securely holding the wire for this
purpose.

By the particular construction ol the clamps
they permit the device to be conveniently
used to tighten or stretch barb-wires, the op-
positely-beveled surfaces of the members of
the clamps providing for this.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

1. In a wire-fence tightener, the combina-

tion of the bar having means for securing the
same to the post, a elamp rigidly secured to
the bar and presenting stationary members

between which is pivoted a double cam; to-
gether with a block In sliding engagement
with the bar and provided with stationary

members between which is pivoted a double
cam, and a lever pivoted to the bar and con-

nected to the sliding block, substantially as
shown and for the purpose set forth.

2. A clamp for wire-fence tighteners com-
prising stationary members, and a double
cam pivoted between said members to_en-
cage the same when swung in opposite direc-
tions, the cam being projected on both sides
of its pivot to provide the portion by which
it can be operated, substantially as shown
and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a wire-fence tightener, the combina-
tion with the bar 1 having projecting mem-
bers 3, hooks 14 and 15 pivoted to opposite
ends of the bar and adapted to engage the
post when the members 3 are in contact with
the same, a clamp rigidly secured to the bar,
a second clamp in sliding engagement with
sald bar, and a lever pivoted to the bar and
connected to the sliding clamp, the parts be-
ing constructed and organized, substantially
as shown and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

THOMAS F. SHARPE.

Witnesses;
M. H. WOLFE,
VW. R. SHARPE.
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