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To ail-whom it may concern: -
Beit known that 1, LAFAYETTE PALMER, a
citizen of the United States, restding in the

cityof Harrisburg, Dauphin county, State of

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Folding Crates, which

improvement is fully set forth in the follow-

ing specification and acecompanyin gdrawings.
My invention consists of a crate for eues,

berries, &c., the same being adapted to be

- folded, and having a lid which may be fitted
- on the body of the crate in either the folded

15

20

30

or unfolded condition of the same and re-
tained thereon, the construction of parts be-
ing hereinaftter set forth. - o
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
folding erate embodying my invention. Fig.
2 represents a longitudinal vertical section
thereof on line z 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 represents
a transverse vertical section thereof on:line
¥y, Fig. 2. Tig. 4represents a longitudinal

~vertical section of the crate in folded con-
dition. . o '

~Slmilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures. |
Referring tothe drawings, A desi gnatesthe

~ bod y of the crate, the same consisting of the
sides I3, ends C, and bottom D. The sides B
- consist of the stationary parts E, which rise.

from the bottom D, and the swinging parts F,
which are hinged to said parts K. .

The ends C consist of the stationary..p&rts“

G, which rise from the bottom D, and the

swinging parts II, which are hinged to said

parts G.

~J designates the lid, which, has a depend-

ing flange K, adapted to embrace the upper

part of the body and depends below the top
edge thereof. - -

On the sides of the swin;{inhg'patts M of the

- end C are eyes L, and on the sides of the sta-
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tionary parts G of said end are eyes M, which

latter are located below the former and so.

spaced that the depending hook N on the lid
J may engage with either of said eyes accord-
ing to thefolded or unfolded condition of the
crate, | .

On the ends and sides and the corners of

the body are catehes Pand eyes Q which con-

nect said parts when the box is unfolded orin
operative condition and prevent closing of

thehinges orswinging parts H F of sald sides. .

forced in.

Tt vs;il'l. be seen that i,hfe body of the box is

in operative condition in Fig. 1, and it may
‘be filled, after which the lid is applied and
secured in position by the fastenings N and L.
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_ When the box is empty and to be folded,

catches P and eyes Q are disconnected. The
hinged end portions are then folded down

and the hinged side portions folded there-

over, as will be seen in Fig. 4. The lid is
now fitted over the folded body and the

latches N are engaged with the lower eye M,
thus keeping the partsin compact form, pre-

venting opening of the box, and placing the
device in mostcontracted condition for trans-
portation,storage, &e.,and economy of space.
In order to permit the side portions to fold
down to full extent or com paratively flat, the

sides of the end portions H are cut away or

the lid is unfastened and removed and the =
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recessed, as at R, forming cavities which re-

ceive the hinges of said side portions F.

It will be noticed that the flange or rim K
projects from the sides of the body N, so that

1its lower edge forms shoulders which may be

engaged by the fingers as handles for the box
in folded or unfolded condition.

- It will also be noticed that the stationary

portions of the ends and sides extend some

distance above the bottom of the crate, those

of the sides being higher than those of the

space exists below the same, forming a stor-

age-chamber S for empty egg-racks, parti-

tions, &ec., it being noticed in Fig. 4 that the

partition T, which is employed in Figs. 1 and

2 to separate the body of the box into com-
partments, has been removed and placed in

the storage-chamber S, where the catches P
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ends, so that th e'f('}r'-_mer-mlay.be folded on the
latter, and when the portions are folded a
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enter recesses in said partition T, so that the -
ends Care permitted to fold flat on said par- -

tition and the latter is prevented from shift-

ing and thus as said partition presses against
the empty egg-racks the latter held firinly on
the bottom of the crate; but when the same
1Is In operative position it also serves as a
brace for the sides of the body between the
ends thereof to prevent the same from being
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Having thus described my invernti.o_n', what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

.ters Patent, is—

...........
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1. A folding crate consisting of a bottom,
stationary side and end parts, folding side
and end pieces hinged tosaid stationary parts,
a 1id and a removable partition, said station-
ary end parts being of less height than said
side stationary parts, and said hinged end
pieces having therein the recesses I adapted
to receive the hinges of the side pleces when
folded said partition having recesses for the
catches of the folding side and end pieces.

2. A folding crate consisting of the bottom
D, the sides I3, a lid J and ends C, said sides
being formed of the stationary parts K& con-
nected with said bottom and the folding parts
E, hinged to said parts K, the ends C being
formed of the stationary parts G connected

with said bottom D and the folding parts H

hinged tosaid parts G, the said parts K being
of greater height than said parts G, and said
folding parts Il having recesses in their ends
to receive the projecting portionsof the hinges
on the parts I when said parts are folded,
hooks on the ends of said 1id and eyes on the
folding and stationary portion of said ends
adapted to be engaged by said hooks as the
box is in extended or folded position respec-
tively in combination with a partition for said
body, the same having recesses to receive the
catches of the folding side and end parts of

the body.
LAFAYETTE PALMER.
Witnesses:
GEORGE GERHART,
MARY E. HAUER.
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