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To all whom it may concer

Be it known that I, Louis E \TELLRI\TG au'

citizen of the Unifted Statee residing at W'al-
lingford, in the county of New Ha,ven and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and usefunl Impwvemente in Strainers,
of which the following is a specification.
This invention 1elates to certain new and
useful improvements in strainers adapted
more especially for use in mixing drinks con-

cocted of thick portions of solids, such as ice,
fruit, eggs, &e., and liquids, so as to separate-'

the thlck pmmons from the liquids after mix-
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ng;andithasforitsobject toprovide asimple
and effective strainer and one which may be
easily adjusted to conform to glasses or ves-

sels of different sizes.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in the novel features of construction
and arrangement hereinafter more particu-
larly pemted out. .

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this spemﬁcatlon and in which like
letters and numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts, Figures 1 and 2 are plan
views of the strainer in different positions.
Fig. 5 1s a side elevation thereof, and Fig. 4

is a detail view of one of the str emer-sectmns |

Referring more particularly to the draw-

ing o3, A deswnates the strainer, preferably

formed of sheet metal, but which may be
formed of any other suuable material or com-

bination of materials. The straineris formed

of two or more pivotally-connected flat per-
forated sections 1, each of which in general
outline 1is substantlally semiheart- Shaped
and has a curved edge 2 and a straight edge 3.
The curved edge of each of the stmmer-see—
tions eonforms to arcs of two or more circles,

and, as shown, the edge of each section be-'

tween the pomts T Y conforms to the are ol a
circle of one diameter, and between the points

-y 21t conforms to the arc of a circle of less

45

‘diameter.

overlie each other with their opposing faces
in close contact, and said sections are eccen-
trically pivotedat4, to which point the curved
edges of the sections between the points i 2

and the edgeof the strainer between the pomts '_

‘the pomts V.

These strainer-sections partially

-

Yy 1 are always concentric.'_ A portion of the
edges of. the'stra.iner—_ sections between the
points ¢ -2 always coincide, but normally the

greater portion of said edges lie in the plane

of the body of the opposing section, in which
positiontheyare held by some su Itanle means.
This means, as shown, consists of a handle B,
formed with two arms 5, normally beld sepa-
rated by a spring, and one of which arms is
pivotally connected to each strainer-section,
near the juncture of the straight and curved
edges thereof, at the point w. The handle I3
may be formed in any desired manner, but

“preferably it is formed of a continuous piece

of wire bent in its center to forin a spring 6,
from which the Oppoelte ends are extended to
form the arms 3.
of each of these arms the wire is coiled to for m
bearings 7 for the fingers to enable the oper-
ator to more readily press the arms together.
In order to prevent too great a sepalatlll
of the arms, the strainer is provided with a
suitable'stop, as shown. KEach strainer-sec-
tionis provided atitscurved edge with a L lug S,

adapted tomake contact whenthearms?s have

reached the limit of their separation.
Normally the strainer is held extended by

reason of the spring-arms 5 holding the ends
towhich they are connected widely separated. -

When, however, it is desired to reduce the
diameter of the strainer to fit a small glass,
the arms 5 are pressed together, causing the
pointsuwand the curved ed oes of thestrainer-
sections between the points x 1 to-approach
each other, which has the effect of gradually
reducing the diameter of the strainer between
The edge of the strainer be-
tween these points, hOWGVGI always conforms
substantially to a semicircle no matter to
what position the sections are moved.
the strainer has been contracted and inserted

into a glass the arms 5 are released, and the

spring immediately separates the arms and
moves the strainer-sections until their edges
conform to the inner surface of the glass.
Without limiting myself to the precise con-
struction of the parts shown and deser ibed,
what I claim is—
1. Astrainercomprising perfomted-pwoted
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scetions each havingacurved edge and means
for normally spr eadmf‘ the Sec‘uon‘s and per-
mitting their movement relative to ecach other
to contract the strainer, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. A strainer comprising perforated pivot-

ally-connected sections each having an edge
whiclh conforms to arcs of two or more cn*clus
of different diameters and means for moving

the sections relative to each other, substan-
tially as described.

3. A strainer compr ising perforated pivot-
ally-connected sections each having a curved
edge, the said sections being movable relative

15 to each other, a spring for spreading the

590,002

strainer, and a stop for limiting the spread-
ing of the strainer, substantially as described.

4. A strainer comprising perforated eccen-
{rically-pivoted sectionseach having a curved
edgeand spring-actuated armspivolally con-
nected to the sections, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

. name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.
L. E. NEARING.
YWitnesses:

Epwin K.
BENJAMIN .

SHERWOOD,
PIRE,
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