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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JESSE BEADLE, a CltMeIl
of the United States and a resident of Shick-
shinny, Luzerne county, Penusylmma,, have
invented certain
Joints, of which the following.is a specifica-
tion.

This uwenmon r elates to ;]omts for the meet-

ing ends of railway-rails or beams, the object

of the invention being to provide a joint that
will afford a support for the ends of the rails

or beams, and a further object being to pro-

vide means for tightening the joint should it
work loose on aceount of traffic in the case of

a rall-joint or of any strain when used 1n con-

nection with beams.

Thisinvention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a sectmnal view of the Jomt
showmn it as applied to a railway-rail. Fig.
2 18 a perspective view showing the members
of the joint detached. Fig. 3 1s a plan view
of the joint, showing it when in use as a con-
nection for the meetmcr ends of railway-rails.
Fig. 4 1s an inverted pla,n view of the joint
shown in Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is an end view of
the membe1s of the Jomt projected so as to

Ing members.,
In the dr awings, A represents one member

of the joint, and B represents the other mem-

ber. The members are provided with the or-
dinary flange a, adapted to be confined to the
web of the rail by the ordinary bolts b. Con-
nected to the flange ¢ of the member A is the

portion a’, which laps under the base of the

rail and for ms & support for the same. Con-
nected to this portion ¢’ is the interlocking
portion A’. The member B is of similar con-
struction to the member A, except that the
interlocking portion B'is bent in an opposite
direction to the portion A’y so that the por-
tion &’ forms the lowermost part of the joint
and may rest upon the tl(}% tie - plates or
stringers.

The members of theJomt are so bentin form-
ing the interlocking portions A’ and B’ that
the webs conneetmn‘ the same with the flanges
¢ of the joint form the walls ¢? and 0%, with
which said interlocking pmtwns are adapted

to engage when the Jomt is fitted together.
W”hen the members of the joint are driven |

Implovements in Rail- }
- allow the same %o be driven onto the mem-

| ber B should the joint become loose, it being

onto each other, this engag enient of the inter-
locking portlons; A" and B’ with the walls ¢?

and b*forces the flanges a of the 30111’( against
the web of the rail.
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The member- A is ploﬁded mth slots a? to - -

simply necessary to loosen the bolts b which
hold the joint to the rail, to enable the mem-

| ber A to be driven onto the member B, so as
1o wedge the joint more tightly.

Aftel this
has been done the bolts b can be again tight-
ened and the joint is ready for further use.
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The interlocking portions A’ and B’ are ta-

pered at « and v, and the walls a2 and b° are
tapered i1n the same direction, as shown in
Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5. When the members of
the ]omt are placed together, the inclined
edge x of the mterlockmg portlon A’ bears
aﬂ'ambt the wall b? of the member B and the

inclined edge y of the interlocking portion B’

bears wamst the wall ¢®of the memberA and
as these interlocking portions are p_ushed or
driven onto each other so as to permit the in-

‘sertion of the bolts b the members of the
irmly 1ﬁ,edﬂ'ed together, and the

joint are
flanges a of the same are securely held against

the web of the rails or beams, the base por-

tions forming a bridge joint or bearing for
the meeting ends of the same. A space Y ot is
left between the wall a? of the member A and
the portion 0% of the member B, so as to allow

for any spread of the metal of the interlock-

ing portions due to the wedging of the one
upon the other.

Although I have shown and descubed my
impr oved joint as apphed to the meeting ends
of railway-rails, it is obvious that it may be

| used as a connectmu for beams.of any de-

scription.
- I claiin as my mventlonm
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1. A joint for the meeting ends of railway- -

rails or beams having flanges adapted to en-
gage the web of the 1.:111 or bea,m , portions for
supportmﬂ' the Dbase of the same, sald sup-
porting portions being bent to form inter-
locking members, one of said members being
bent in one dir ectlon and the other membel
being bent in the Oppoque direction, and walls

formed by the bending of said mteﬂoekmn'

members with which the} are adapted to en-
gage.
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2. A joint for the meeting ends of railway-
rails or beams having interlocking members,
portions adapted to support the base of the
rails or beams and flanges for engaging the
web of the same formed integral with the in-
terlocking members, and walls having faces
inclined from end to end of the joint formed
by the bending of said interlocking members
and with which they are adapted to engage,
the interlocking member of one section ot the
joint engaging the wall of the opposite section
and vice versa.

3. A joint for the meeting ends of railway-
ails or beams, having wedge-shaped inter-
locking members, flanges to engage the web
of the rail or beam and portions upon which
the base of the same may rest formed integral
with the interlocking members, and webs con-
necting the portions supporting the base ot
the rail or beam and the interlocking mem-
bers whereby a wedge-shaped space is formed
in eachinterlocking section of the joint adapt-
ed to receive the wedge-shaped interlocking
members, whose inclined faces engage the in-
clined faces of the connecting-webs. |

4. An interlocking -joint for the meeting
ends of railway-rails or beams having flanges
to engage the web of the rails or beams and
the base of the same, each section of the joint
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having a wedge-shaped interlocking member,
and webs connecting the interlocking mem-
bers with the flanges of the joint-sections and
forming wedge-shaped spaces for the recep-
tion of said members, the sections of the joint
when fitted together leaving a space between
the side walls of the interlocking parts al-
lowing for longitudinal adjustment of the
joint to lock it to the rails.

5. The combination in a joint for the meet-
ing ends of railway-rails or beams, of the
flanges A and B adapted to webs of the rails
or beams, portions-supporting the base of the
rails and interlocking members A', B’ formed
integral with said flanges, said interlocking
members having inclined faces and webs also
inclined from end to end adapted to engage
one with the other, with bolts for securing
the joint to the rails, one of the joint-sections
having elongated openings in its flange to al-
low for longitudinal adjustment without re-
moving said bolts. =~ -

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
JESSE BEAD LI
Witnesses:
W. A. CAMPBELL,
JAMES P. SORBER.
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