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fa a,é whom it may concery:

Be it known that I, WALTER Z]EBULI‘*I.
'BRANNON, of Brazos, 1_11 the county of Palo

* Pinto and State of Texas,have invented anew
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and useful Improvementin Wire-Stretchers,

of which the following is a full, elear and
exact description.

The object of the invention is Lo provide a
wire - stretcher of simple, durable, and eco-
nomic construction, capable of beinﬂ applied
to a wire and suppmted upon a post Or main-
tained in working ]_30‘51131011 between posts or
uprights. |

Another object of the 111%11131011 is to s0

construct the wire-stretcher that the wire to
which 1t 1s applied may be brought under any’

desired tension in a com’ement and expech—-
tious manner. |
~ The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,

and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompan ying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

FFigure 1 is a plan view of the devwe IFig.
2isalongitudinal section taken Substantmlly
on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 1s a trans-
verse section taken substant:ially on the line

3 3 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a face we*ﬁ of the

oripping- “arm of the devlee

A body-bar A is provided with a elampmﬂ-
hook 10, pivoted thereon, adapted for engage-
ment with a post or an eqmvalent support,

and the said body-bar is further provided or- |

dinarily with an aperture 11 at each end,

- whereby when the hook 10 is not used for
- holding the wire-stretcher in operative posi-
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with a Seues of apertures 12°

tion a wire, cord, rope, or its equivalent may

be attaehed to e-i_ther.or to both ends of the
body-bar, as occasion. may demand.
12 is fulerumed upon' the body-bar between
its ends, and the said body-—bm is provided
, whereby the

lever 12 may be shifted on the body-bar, if
desired. A link 13 is pivotally attached to
- the lever. The link 13 extends from the le-

ver parallel with the body-bm A and is pro-
vided with an opening 13%. An angular head

15 of a gripping-nut i4 is passed thr ough the

opening 13 of the said link 153, the upper

A lever

rod.
,111ﬂ'—~mm 24, the vertical member whereof is
free to &,hde upon the link, while the horizon-
tal member, whichis below the link, istapered

‘an aperture

| face Of the nut engaging with the under face

of the link, and the Sh&lfl]s‘: or head of the grip-
ping-nut 14 is of such dimensions that it will
have movement in the aperture of the link
13, as 1s clearly shown in Ifig. 2. A draft-
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wd 16 1s passed through the ﬂllppmﬂ'-nut 14

and extends parallel Wlth the body-bar A, the
draft-rod being preferably of greater lenm‘th
than the lenﬂ*th of the body b::u* as iﬁllus—

trated.

The draft-rod is suppmted in bearings 17

and 18, which are attached to the body-bar.
1A second gripping-nut 19 is loosely mounted

on the draft-rod, serving as a check against

‘the forward movement of said draft- rod the
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second gripping-nut serving to hold the dr aft-

rod in the position to Whmh it may be carried
by the movement of the lever 12.
ping-nut 14, operated directly from the level *

serves to carry the draft-rod in a rearward

The grip-

70

direction, p]acmw the wire connected with

the draft- bar undel considerable tension.
The check gripping-nut 19 is prevented

from having lateral movement by reason of

the said nut being brought to an engagement

{ with a keeper-arm 20, Of angular formation,
attached to the body-bm and having a 1eeess

in which the lower end of the check-nut is re-
cerved.
terminates in an-eye 22, in order that a link
on a second section 23 may. be pivotally at-

tached to the main pmtlon of the said draft-
The link 23 carries an angular clamp-

at its 011tel end. An éye is formed at the
outer end portion of the link 25, being adapted
to receive a keeper block or plate 25. This
keeper block or plate is pendentfrom the link

23 and is provided near its lower end with

an opening 26, adapted to receive the beveled
end of the clampmg arm 24. A slot 27 is

made in the lower end of the keeper block or

plate and 1s ¢arried to the opening 26, while
at the upper end of the keeper block or plate
e 23 18 made? through which the
link 23 1s passed.

In operation the w ire to be plaeed under
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The forward end of the draft-rod 16 |

9C .'

100

tension is drawn through the opening 26 in .

the keeper-block 25, and the clamping-arm

24 1s then passed thr omrh the said opening 26
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to an engagement with the wire, as shown in | said lever, a gripping-nut loosely mounted on

Ifig. 2, holding the wire firmly to the device.
Thedevice 1s connected with the post through

the medium of the hook 10 oris suspended or

supported between posts by means of a wire,
cord, or rope 29, as stated, and as shown in
dotted lines in IFig. 1. The draft rod or bar
10 18 drawn forward as far as may be neces-

sary, and by moving the lever 12 in a for-

ward direction and then carrying the lever
back the draft-rod is drawn rearward, since

at each forward movement of the lever the
oripping-nut 14 will beadvanced on the draft-

rod, and at each rearward movement of the
lever the nutwill grip the draft-rod and carry

1t1n the same direction thattheleverismoved,

while the check 19 will prevent the forward

-movement of the draft-rod when the lever is
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carried 1n that direction. o
. Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. A device for stretehing wire, consisting
of a support, a draft-rod, a lever having shift-
1ng connection with the draft-rod, a check ar-
ranged to prevent the movement of the draft-
rod in one direction, and means for connect-
ing the wire to be stretched to the draft-rod,

the said means comprising an angular clamp-
mng-arm and a keeper, both connected with

the draft-rod, the said keeper being provided
with an opening to receive the end of one of
the members of the clamping-arm, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. A device for stretehing wire, consisting

of a body-bar adapted for attachment to a
support, a draft-rod mounted to slide upon
the said body-bar, a lever fulerumed upon
the body-bar, the said body-bar being pro-
vided with a scries of apertures, whereby the
lever may be shifted thereon, a link pivotally
attached to the lever, a gripping-nut loosely
carried by the said link and through which
the draft-rod passes, a keeper carried by the
draft-rod and a clamping-arm arranged to co-
act with the said keeper, as and for the pur-
pose specified. |

3. A device for stretching wire or for simi-
lar purposes, consisting of a body-baradapted
for attachment to a support, bearings con-
nected with the said body-bar, a draft-rod
held toslide in the said bearings, a lever ful-
crumed on the said body-bar, a gripping-nut
operated by the lever and receiving the draft-
rod, a keeper and a clamping-arm arranged
to coact with the keeper and both connected
with the draft-rod, a check-nut adapted for
engagement with the draft-rod and arranged
to preventits movement in one direction, and
a keeper for the nut connected with the said
body-bar, as and for the purpose specified.

4, T'he combination with a support, a lever
fulerumed on the support, a draft-rod mount-
ed to slide on the support, and a keeper and
clamping-arm coacting therewith carried by

the draft-rod, of a link connected with the |

the draft-rod and having a loose connection

with the link connected with the lever, a
check-nut for the said draft-rod, and a keeper
for the said check-nut connected with the
said support, as and for the purpose specified.

5. The combination, with a support, alever
fulerumed upon the support, a draft-rod
mounted on the support, being capable of

end movement, and a keeper and clamping-

arm coacting therewith, carried by the draft-
rod, of a link connected with the said lever,
a gripping-nut loosely mounted on the draft-

rod and having a loose connection with the

link connected with the lever, a check-nut

through which the draft-rod is passed, and a -

keeper for the said check-nut connected with

the said support, the said check-nut and its

keeper being located at the side of the lever

opposite that from which the link is extended, -

as and for the purpose specified.

6. A device for stretching wire, comprising
a support, a draft-rod capable of end move-
ment and carried by said support, alink con-
nected with one end of the draft-rod, an an-
gular clamping-arm having a vertical mem-

‘ber fitted to slide upon the link, and a hori-
zontal member heveled at its outer end, a

keeper-block carried by the link and pro-

vided with an opening adapted to receive the
‘beveled end of the clamping-arm, a lever ful-

crumed upon the support, and a gripping-nut

- Joosely mounted upon the draft-rod and hav-

ing a loose connection with the said lever, as
and for the purpose set forth.

7. The combination with a support, a draft-
rod mounted on the support and capable of
end movement, a lever fulerumed upon the
support, a link eonnected with the lever and
provided with an opening, a gripping-nut
through which the draft-rod passes, the said
gripping-nut being provided with an angular
head adapted to extend through the opening
1n the link, a check arranged to prevent the
movement of the draft-rod in one direction,
and means for connecting the wire to be
stretched with the draft-rod, substantially as
shown and described.

8. A device for stretching wire, consisting
of a support, a draft-rod mounted to slide
upon the support, a lever having shifting con-
nection with the draft-rod, means for con-
necting the wire to be stretched with the
draft-rod, a check arranged to prevent the
movement of the draft-rod in one direction,
the said check, comprising a nut loosely
mounted on the draft-rod and a keeper-arm
of angular formation attached to the support
and having a recess in which the lower end
of the nut is received, substantially as shown
and described. |

WALTER ZEBULIN BRANNON.

Witnesses:
W. STEWART,
T. VW. NEWMAN,
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