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Improvements in Portable Bui.
- tion Purposes; and I do here’
followmﬂ' to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
~tion of the mventlon, such as will enable oth-

UNITED STATES
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PATENT

FFICE.
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PORTABLE BUILDING FOR ELECT!ON PURPOSES

SPECIFICATION f’ormmg part of Letters Patent No 590 0‘7’9 dated September 14 1819'7

Applloation filed Jazunary 25,18 9 GF

Serial No. 536 178 (Nn model}

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, ‘Javes H. VAN DORN
citizen of the United States residing at Oleve-
land, in the county of Ou}ahoga and State of
01:110, have invented certain new and useiul
dings for Elec-
by declare the

ers skilled in the art to whleh 1t appel tdlﬂq to

- make and use the same.
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My invention relates to a por Lable bullduw
suitable for an election-booth—that i 18 to say,
a portable building adapted for unse at the
place for registering the names of the electors
and for pleELlll]&, Icabtmg,, and countmﬂ the

ballots.
Such-booths are eommonly set up on side-
walks near the curb for use for election pur-

poses. Whentheyhaveserved their pur poses

‘at these points, they are transferred to a stor-
- age-yard, where they are kept until another |

elaetlon time comes around. It is obviously
desirable that such booths be so constructed
that they may be distended for use upon elec-

tion day and then eollapsed, so that they may
be easily transported from place to place, and
s0 that when collapsed they will occupy very.

little space upon the sidewallk or in the stor-
age-yard.

~and-one election day, w herefore it is evident

35

16 occupies the least possible space ‘and thus
the sidewalk to the least possible’

40

that a smaller building will serve for use upon
registration days thzm upon election day. In
view of this fact it is desirable to have

tion days in its coliapsed. condition, whm eby
obstructs

extent, but which may upon election day be
readlly en.

officers who will use it.

Theobject of my pr: esent Hwention isto pro-
wde an-election-booth having these and other
useful elnmctellqtles thh will be 1101ﬂ=111-
after pointed out.

The Invention is an improvement upon the
‘booth shown and described in Letters Patent

B 50 No. 501,119, granted to me July 11, 1893. |
It consistsin the construction and combina- |

rear wall a¥; whwh are secured to
fmm, and the roof a®, which is secured by =

The election laws of the several
States provide for several registration days |

a booth |
~which may be used upon the sever al registra-
wall of the section B.

‘aresecured to the wallb'.
may pass through said staples and thus pre--

larged, so as to accommodate the
oreater 11111111)61 of electors and the eleetwn.

| tion of pmls hereinafter described ,and point-

ed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Fig are 1 is a plan view of |

the booth when eueuded and with the roofs
of both sections thereof removed. Fig. 2 is

4 rear elevation of said booth when elosed |

Fig. 3 15 a horizontal section on line 8 8 of
I‘ln |
view of the booth when extended. KFig.51is a
plan view of the desk-section of the Wll]dOW
frames, and Fig. 6 is a side view of the slide

for elo&mw the «ude openings formed when the

window- sashes are swung out.
Referring to the parts by letters, A repre-

sents the outez section, and B the re]atwely |
| movable inner section of the booth.

Tig. 4 1s'a central vertical secetional

T'he see-

S5

6o

tion A consists of a floor or platf{nm o and

the front wall o’ the two side walls ¢* a?, the
sald plat-

1lvets or other means to the tops of said walls.

70

‘Inthe rear wall a* is an opening of substan-

f.tldllj the size of the inner section B, which

moves through said opening into and out of

I'the outer seutlon after the fashion of a large

drawer. Thesection B is composed of a ﬂom

or pla,tform b, the rear wall b, the side walls
b* 03, and the ‘front wall b4, and a roof 6°, all
| eonsbructed and connected substantially like
:'Lhe sumlm pmts of the seetlon AL

*_whleh the inner section mdy be enteled

On the floor of section A are secured Lhe'

track-rails C O, and to the projecting rear
ends of these 1.;1,115 the rails C' C are pivoted
on horizontal pivots. When the booth is

b,

In their upper ends
are slots through whieh pass staples D, which

vent the hmﬂed tracks from swinging down,

‘whereby the section Bis plevented from mov-

ing out of section A.

On each hinged 1&11 near-its: outer, end a

folding leg I is pwobed This leg is curved
lonnltudmally whereby it par 131} encircles
and liesclose tothe outerside rail when closed.

Its upper end is forked, thereby forming two
ears by which 1t 18 1}1V0ted to the rail.
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8o
In Lhe o

closed, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, these hinged
track- Sectlons are swung up aﬂ‘mnst the rear

90

Pinsd or padlocks -
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placed in the side walls b? 03,

12

16 is desired to draw out the section B3, the
tworails C' C" are unfastened and swing down
to the horizontal position. The legs Iff are
swung out, as shown in Jfig. 4, and rest upon
the ground. The rails C C now serve as
tracks upon which the section B slides out,
and the track-rails C' C' support said section
when 1t 1s drawn out. |

Projecting beyond the sides at the front
corners of the section I3 are the two vertical
flanges 0% which when the section Bis drawn
out engage against the innersides of the ad-
Jacent parts of the rear wall ¢! of section A,
thereby serving two purposes—viz., they pre-
vent the complete withdrawal of the section
B and they make a more or less close joint
with the wall a*, thereby preventing the ad-
mission of any considerable amount of air.
Projecting beyond the sides of the rear wall
at the corners are two other vertical flanges
070", which engage with the outer sides of the
adjacent parts of the wall ¢* when the section
B is pushed in, whereby these flanges also
serve to prevent the admission of any consid-
erable quantity of cold air into the air-space
between the two sections A and B.

In the rear wall b’ of section B are placed
the windows E. Other windows E' E' are
Windows G
are likewise placed in the front wall « of
section A and in front of the opening in the
front wall of section B. DBetween these win-
dowsisplacedadoorI. Otherwindows G' G
are placed in the end walls a? ¢, and a second
door H' is also placed in the wall a® near its
rear end. All of the windows are adapted
to be closed by metallic shutters ¢ and g.

It will be noticed that the section B is
neither so wide nor so long as the section A,
wherefore when the booth is closed there is
between said sections on three sides an air-
space, by reason of which it is much easier to
keep the booth warm. |

It is believed that section B is sufficiently
large to accommodate the registration officers
and the electors who appear for registration,

-and 1t will be noticed that the sections are so

constructed and combined that when the
booth is closed the door H and the opening in
the wall 0* afford means for entering the sec-
tion B. The windows E in the rear wall b’ of
section B and the windows G in the front
wall ¢’ of section A will, it is believed, fur-
nish sufficient light.

By reason of the described constiruetion the
booth may be used for registration, and upon
all days except election day in its closed or
collapsed condition, in which condition it
occuples the smallest possible amount of
space; but when election day arrives the
section B is drawn out to its full throw, as
described. When so drawn out, the door H'
may be used, and it is intended that it shall
be used to admit the electors. By the side of
the door is a table I, at which the clerks sit
who deliverthe ballot to the elector. He then

passes Into the section I3, in which he pre- |

590,079

pares hisballot. Inordertoprovide separate
compartments, in which the electors may se-
cretly prepare said ballots, the partitions IS,
which are hinged to the walls between the
windows, are swung out into position at right
angles to said walls. The sashes of the win-

<

dows K and K’ are hinged at their upper ends
to the walls on horizontal pivots, so that they

may swing outward. To these lower ends of
the window-sashes are hinged the sectionsé’,
which when the. windows are closed hang

“down inside the booth; but when the win-

dows are swung outward their free ends rest
upon the lower edge of the window-opening

and form a desk, upon which the ballots may

be prepared. In order that the windows and
desk-section may be suitably held in this
position, a flange ¢°is turned down on the
end of said desk-section, and a projection &2,
which may be riveted to said section, is also
provided. The flange e* lies just inside and
the projection ¢® just outside of the wall
thereby preventing the movement of said
section outward or inward. The openingsat
the sides of the windows are closed by the
triangular slides J, the lower edges of which
slide in grooves ¢* at the sides of the desk-
sections e’ . |

- The elector having prepared his ballot
passes into the section A to deposit it in the
ballot-box M, which is placed near the judges’
desk N andneartheexit-doorH. Thejudges’
desk is hinged to the wall a? so that it may,
when not in use, hang down out of the way,
so that 1t does not interfere with the section

B when the same is closed.

The stove R is placed against the wall ¢/
near the door I, and the pipe = passes along
this wall to an opening therein. The stove
18 placed in line with the opening in the wall
0%, whereby when the booth is closed said
stove 1s, as a matter of fact, in the room,
which can then be used for registration pur-
poses, as-described. The stove is preferably
supported on a shelf which is secured to the
wall a’ above the floor, sothat it is not struek
by the floor b of the inner section when said
section 1s moved into the outer section.

It is preferred to construct the booth above
described of sheet-iron,which may, if desired,
be corrugated to give it greater strength; but
any suitable material may be used. |

IHaving deseribed my invention, I claim—

1. In a portable building, the combination
of an outer section having an opening in its
rear wall, with an inner section adapted to
move through said opening into and out of
the outer section, track-rails laid on the fioor
of the outer section, and having projecting
ends, hinged track-rails pivoted on horizontal
pivots to said projecting ends and adapted to
be swung inte vertical position against the

‘rear wall of the inner section, and means for

securing said hinged track-rails to said rear
wall, substantially as and for the purpose
specified.

2. In a portable building, the combination
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 fixed track-rails secured to the floor of the
projecting ends,

10

890079 8

of an outer section, and an inner section mov- |

able 1nto and out of the outer section, with

outer section, and having
hin ﬂ*ed track-rails mvoted to said pro,]ectmﬂ'

ends, and longitudinally-bent legs having bi-

furcated ends which are pivoted to said 11111 ved

track-rails, substantially as and for the pur- '7

pose SDemﬁed |
3. In an election - booth, a wmdow

_______

sash |
‘hinged at its upper end to the booth, a desk- |
secmon hinged to the 1ower edn'e of the win- |

dow- ba,sh said desk- sectwn having gmoves' .

in its upper side near its edges, and slides
-adapted to enter said grooves and close the 1 5
side openings produced by swinging the win-

dow-sash outward, substantmlly as and for- .
the purpose specified. '
In testimony whereof I affix my wna,tur*
m presence of two witnesses. |
| TAMES H. VAN DOR\T |
Witnesses: | | -
K L. TI-IURSTON
L. F. GRISWQLD
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