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Be it known that I, Avcust H. TRDESD of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of

- Wlesseehueetts have invented certain new

[o

1 5
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| lenwth than the end rails are liable to sag un-

25

and useful Improvem ents in Spring Bed-Bot-

toms, of which the following is a spemﬁcatmn
This invention relates to suppmts whichare
adapted to be detachably connected to bed-

steads to sustain the usual system of springs

on which' the bed is supported, and particu-
larly to spring-bed-supporting frames or
‘structures: which are composed of flexible

metal strips for ming a frame or structure
which isadapted to be extended and contract-
ed to vary its area in one direction. Hereto-

fore bed- bottoms of this class have been con-
structed to engage the side rails of a bedstead,

so that the Wewht of the structure and all
thatis suppor ted by itis sustained mainly by

the side rails, which being usually of greater

de1 the weight which is thus eaueed to bem

dir eetly upon them. |
My invention has for its ob,] ect, first, to pro-

vide a bed-bottom which shall be adj usmble

to.the width of any bedstead and shall be en-

gaged when in use with the end rails of the

bedstead so thatthe said rails W 111 be caused
10 sustam the weight ot the bed- bettom and

the load carried by it. .

The invention also has forits object to pro-
vide a bed-bottom of this class which shall
be adjustable lengthwise and thus be adapted

- for ennanement W1L11 bedsteeds of different

35 1en0the

The Invention consists in the eevelal im-
provements which I will now proceed to-de-

“seribe and claim.
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‘Of the accompanying dr awmws f01 ming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 repr esents

& top plan view of a bed- bottom embodying
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my invention applied -to the side and end

rails of a bedstead. Fig. 2 represents a sec-
tion on line 2 2 of Fig. 1, Iigs. 3 and 4 rep-
resent sectional views showing different ad-

justments of the end hooks whleh connect
‘the bed-bottom with the end rails of the bed-
‘stead. Fig. 5 repr esenteapel spective view of
Fig. G represents a view

one of SELl(l hooks.
similar to Fig. 1, ehowmﬂ a different mmuﬂ‘e—

ment of etrl_ps or slatq eomposmn' the bod-

line 8 5 of Fig. 7.

-plul ality of

set h oolc portions 2

ferent lengths.
be euauned as shown in Ifig. 2, the shanks 3
‘being at the inner edges of the end rails «',
or,asshown in Fig. 4, the shanks being at the
outer edges of the mﬂs the change flOIIl Fig.

- bottom. I‘w 7 1eprese11ts a Vlew showing
certain dewees for supporting portions of the
bed-bottom. Fig. 8 1epresente a .section on
IFig. 9 represents a section

on line 9 9 of K I‘lﬂ 7. I‘w 10 leplesente a dif-

ferent form of suppmlm o-hook.-
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The same letters and numerals of reference

indicate the same parts in all the figures.

In the dmmn gs, a a represent the sule rails,
and ¢ o the end 1::1115 of a bedstead, which
as here shown is the ()1d1ua,1 y type of metal
bedbtee,d |

60

My 1mp1eved bed- bottom 18 compoeed of a

exible metfal strips, which are ¢
riveted together and are relatively arranged

in such manner as to form a frame thh 18

adjustable laterally—that is to say, in the di-

rection of the width of the bedstead—so that

the said frame may be caused to fill a space of
ogreateror less mdth between the side rails a .

As shown in Fig. 1, the bed-bottom is con-
-posed of curved stmps b b, arranged in pairs,
-each pair forming a pomted elllpse shorter

strips 0’ b, riveted ab b2 to the strip & and at
said strips D' constituting a
_:111111{1-* for the elhphcel space bounded by the
| strips b b,and straight strips b* interposed be-

03 to each othel

tween each pair of strips 0 b and the next
and riveted at b° 0% to the adjacent stri ips b.
Each pair of strips b b and the filling-strips
b',attached thereto,constitute a seetum of the

‘bed-bottom, and the stri ips 0* constitute fill-
ings between the end portions of said sections. .

"I‘he ends of the frame above deecrlbed are
provided with hooks ¢, ada,pted for engage-

ment with the end 1&118 a' of the bedstead "

Said hooks are plefembly composed of off-
, formed to engage the
rails a’, and shanks , which are pwoted at 4
to the ends of the stri Lps brand 0. The form

of the hooks ¢ and. their pivotal connection

enable them to be adjusted to bedsteads of dif-
For example, the hooks: may

2 to K I‘lﬂ‘ 4 being aeoomphshed by swinging
the hooks half aloﬂnd and inverting 1hebed-
bottom. InT¥ig. 3 I show the offset Took por-
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with the shank &
olfsét the hools 1)01110115 o from the ends of
the sections to which the hooks are pivoted,
thus adapting the hooks to the maximum
length of the bedstead. Itwill be seen,there-
fore, that the pivoted hooks constitute adjust-
ablesupportingorecoupling devices connected
to the end portions of the bed-bottomn frame
for engagement with the cnd rails of bed-
steads of different lengths. My 1nvention is
not limited in this respect to the particularde-
vices here shown—namely, the pivoted hooks
c. 1 believe it to be broadly new to provide
the end portions of a bed-bottom frame with
adjustable devices to couple or connect the
end portwns with the end rails of bedsteads
of different lengths, and I do not, therefore,
Iimit myself to the particular ad Jl.ls,t.:lble eon-
necting means here shown.

Thestrips b,forming the outeredge portions
of the frame or bed-bottom, may be provided
with hooks ¢', adapted to engage the central
portions of the side rails a,to prevent the bed-
bottom from collapsing or narrowing by the
1‘651110110?’ of its strips, the eng aﬁement of the
hooks ¢’ with the side rails of the bedstead
serving to keep the frame laterally distended
to correspond to the width of the bedstead.

In IFig. 6 I show instead of the straight, in-
termediate, or filling strips 0* shorter filling-
strips 0% arranged in pairs in the spaces be-
tween theend portions of theabove-desceribed
sections, said strips 0° being connected with
the strips b by the same rivets that connect
the ends of the strips b’ thereto.

In Iig. 7 1 show supporting-hooks ¢ on the
ends of only the two outersectionsof the bed-
bottom, the ends of the intermediate sections
resting upon and being supported by trans-
verse bars f, having hooks /' at their ends,
which are engaged with the side sections of
the bed-bottom, as shown in Fig. 9. The bars
7 extend under the ends of the intermediate
sections and prevent said ends from sagging.

In IFig. 7 1 also show a central cross-bar
wilch exftends across the lower edges of all

the strips and has hooks ¢'atits ends adapted

to engage the side rails ¢. The cross-bar ¢
has arms ¢g°, which are formed to bear upon
the inner sides of the outer strips 0, as shown
in Fig. 8, and thus hold the bed-bottom lat-
erally distended. ''he cross-bar ¢ is prefer-
ably made in two sections 9 10, which are ad-
justable relatively to each other to vary the
length of thecross-bar and are provided with
Slots 12 and a connecting-bolt 13, whereby
the parts of the bar may be 1)051‘51\*@1} held at
any desired adjustment.

The chief function of the cross-bar ¢ is to
hold the bed-bottom frame distended and pre-
ventits collapsing,this beinﬂ accomplished by
the bearing of the arms ¢* against the inner
sides of the outer strips O of the bed-bottom.
IHence the hooks ¢’ on the cross-bar ¢ may be
omitted.

It will be seen that when the described bed-
bottom is detached from the bedstead it can

, the latter being inclined to | be contracted laterally

589,042

and thus reduced to a
very compact form f01 storage and shipment,
the strips being adapted to come together or
into close proximity to each other.

The hooks ¢ may be made of wire, as shown
in Fig. 10. A hook thus made 18 more com-
pact len one made from a metal strip, as
shown in Fig. 5 |

I claim—

1. A Dbed-bottom comprising a series of flexi-
ble metal strips or slats riveted together, and
forming a frame which is adjustable later-
ally and non-adjustable longitudinally, or in
the direction of the length of the strips, and
hooks pivotally connected to the ends of said

strips and adapted to swing in the direction

of the length of the strips, whereby the hooks
may be caused to project outwardly from the
ends of the frame to engage a longer bedstead,

or inwardly over the ends of the frame to en-

oage a shorter bedstead.

2. Abed-botiom comprising a series of {lexi-
ble metal strips or slats riveted together and
forming a frame which 1s ad;’ustable later-
ally,and non-adjustablelongitudinally,hooks
having shank portions 3 pivoted to the ends
of Lhe strips, and adapted to swing length-
wise thereof, and offset portions 2‘ on the
outer ends of the shank portions, said hooks
being adapted to be bent to cause the oifset
portions to stand at different angles with the
shank portions,so that by swinging the shanks
outwardly from the ends of the frame, and
adjusting the offset portions at an obtuse an-
ole with the shank portions, the frame may
beengaged with a bedstead of extreme length,
as set forth.

3. ADbed-bottom comprising a series of flexi-
ble metal strips or slats forming
adjustable frame and grouped in sections,
hooks secured to the outersections, and trans-
verse bars engaged with the outer sections
and suppor t111n the ends of the intermediate
sections.

4. Abed-bottom comprising aseries of flexi-
ble metal strips or slats forming a laterally-
adjustable frame, hooks secured to end por-
tions of the frame for engagement with the
end rails of a bedstead,, and a central cross-
bar having arms formed to engage the outer
strips of the frame and prevent the frame
from closing or collapsing.

5. A bed-bottom comprising a series of flexi-
ble metal strips or slats forming a laterally-

adijustable frame, hooks secured to end por-

tions of the frame for engagement with the
end rails of a bedstead, and a central cross-
bar having arms formed to engage the outer
strips of the frame and provided with hooks
to engage the side rails of the bedstead.

. 6. A bed-bottom comprising a series of flexi-
ble metal strips or slats forming a laterally-
adjustable frame, hooks secured to end por-
tions of the frame for engagement with the
end rails of a bedstead, and a central ¢cross-
bar having arms formed t0 engage the outer
strips of the frame, said cross-bar being lon-

a laterally-
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gitudinally adjastable and provided with
means for holding it at any desired adjust-
ment. B

7. A bed bottom or frame comprising a plu-
rality of curved longitudinal strips extending
the entire length of the frame, and rigidly

connected at their ends in pairs, each pair

constituting an elliptical section, while the
sections collectively constitute a frame which

1s adjustable by the opening and closing of

the sections, and flexible fillings within the

elliptical sections adapted to open and close
- therewith. ,

3. A bed bottom or frame comprising a plu-
rality of curved longitudinal strips extending
throughout the entire length of the frame,

‘and rigidly connected at their ends in pairs,
each pair constituting an elliptical section,
while the sections collectively constitute a

frame which is adjustable laterally by the
opening and closing of the sections, and flexi-
ble filling-strips located within the elliptical

sections and riveted at their ends to the lon-
gitudinal strips and between their ends to

. TWitnesses :

each other, said filling-strips constituting

flexible fillings which are laterally adjustable
with the longitudinal strips.

9. Abedbottom, or frame comprising a plu- |

rality of curved longitudinal strips rigidly
connected at their ends in pairs, each pair
constituting an elliptical section adapted to

be opened and closed to vary the width of the

frame, the sections being connected by rivets

b° at or near the center of the length of the
frame, and flexible filling-stripslocated with-

in the openings of said sectionsand connected
at their ends with the longitudinal strips by
rivets 0° which are located between the rivets
0° and the ends of the frame, the filling-strips
being connected centrally by rivets b3.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification, in the presence of-
two subscribing witnesses, this 25th day of

November, A. D. 1896. o |
- | AUGUST H. FREESE.

Cyus FRED FELLOWS,
C. I'. BROwN.
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