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To acZZ whom it nay concern.:
3e it known that I, ROBERT V. CLARL, a

citizen of the United St.ﬁ,tesj residing at T'if-
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fin, in the county of Seneca and State of Ohio,
have invented a new and useful Fence-Stay,
of which thefollowingisaspecification.

My invention relates to fences, and partic-

ularly to staysfor use in connection with wire
fencestoengage andsecure the runners in the
desired relative positions; and the object in
view is to provide a simple and efficient con-
struction of lock or runner-engaging device
whereby the parts are securely held against
independent relative movement and where-
by in case of necessity the runner may be
disconnected fo prov ide f«c}r r eplaeuwm splic-

“ing a broken runner.

Frurther objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in the fellowmﬂ descrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pomted out in the ﬂppended

claim. .
In the drawine os, Figare 1 is a view of a

fence havingits rinners connected by means
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of stays constructed in accordance with my

invention. Tig. 2 is a detail view in per-
spective of a portmn of a stay with a lock
thereof engaged with a runner. Ifig. 3 1s an
edge view of the same. IFig.
view in perspective of a portionof astay with
the tongues of the lock deflected, as scen be-

fore appl;ymﬂ the same to a runner.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding par tsin all the figures of the draw-
Ings.

1 designates a stay provided at mtew als
with locksfor e engagement with runners 2, the
intervals between the locks eorres_ponding
wifh the desired Iintervals between the run-
ners. Each lock is formed by providing lon-
oitudinal cuts or slits in the stay contiguous
to and parallel with the side edges thereof,
and thereby providing tongues 3, which are
free at their lower extremities, in order fo
engage over & runner, sald tongues being

mtenml with the st&y;, also, the 1educed'

pm*tion 4 of the stay between the upstruck
tongues is crimped to form a transverse seat
5 for the reception of the runner, while the

ro tongues are crimped in the opposite direction

by the operation of folding them toward the
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plane of the stay after the introduction of the

runner, whereby the distance between the
point of junction of each tongue with the
body portion of the stay and the lower end of

the recess from which the tongue has been:

struck is equal to the length of the tongue.

Hence when the tongue is folded rearwardly

4 1s a detail

‘being
tongues, and yet a forward pressure upon the

lower extremities of the tongues, applied from

until its extremity isin the plane of the body
portion of the stay said extremity is also ap-

proximately in contact with the lowerend of

the recess from which it was struck. The
shoulder 6 at the lowerend of the recess thus
forms a guard, approximately in contact with
which the extremity of the tongue 1sarranged,

whereby passing objeets are ptevemed fr(}m
caught by the extremities of the

the rear of the stay, will be sufficient to dis-
place the free ends of the tongues, and there-
by enable a stay to be disconnected. ‘
I'rom the above description it will be seen
that the essential feature of the invention
resides in the fact that thetongues are formed

at opposite side edges of the stay by means

of cuts or slitsformed approximately parallel

with said side edges, said tongues and the in-
termediate rednced or neck portion of the
stay between said tongues being erimped, re-
spectively, in opposite directions and to the

same extent, whereby the shortening of the

tongues is equ al to theshortening of the neclk
portion, and hence of the recesses from which
the tongues were struck, and therefore when
the tongues are folded to bring thelirextremi-

ties into the plane of the stay they are ap-

proximately in contact with the shoulders at
the lower extremities of the recesses, and are
thereby protected.

Yarious changes in the form, proportion,
and the minordetails of construction may be
resorted to withoutdeparting from the spirié
or sacrificing any of the adv&nt&ﬂ‘es of this
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Having described my mventmn what [
claim 18—

The herein-deser 1176{1 cross-sectionallyv flat
metallic fence-stay for connecting runners,
the same being provided at intervals with
runner-locks, each consisting of parallel lat-
eral tongues 3 upstruek from the body of the
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- stay at ils edges, to form side recesses and
. an intermediate reduaced or neck portion, and |
~osald tongues and reduced or neek portion be- |
T ing erimped or bowed respectively in. oppo-|
5 .s1te directions to equal extents to receive a |
. .runner therebetween,; and the extremities of |
. the tongues being pressed rearwardly into |
the plane of the body portion of the stay to |
~fill the lower ends of the recesses and lie in |

569,553

| contact with the shoulders at.the lower ex-

thIlllthE: thereof, substantially as spemﬁed
In testimony that I claim the foregoing

myown: I have heretoaffixed my smnature in .

the pr*esence af hm witnesses..
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