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To all whom it My CONCET: |

Be it known that I, WiLLiaxm B. WILSON,
residing at Aberdeen, in the county of Che-
halis and State of Washington, haveinvented
2 new and useful Fire-Escape, of which the
following is a specification. |

" This invention relates geunerally to fire-es-
capes, and more particularly to that-class

thereof known as ‘“ portable” fire-escapes, the
object being to provide an exceedingly smail
and simple device which ean be carried about
in a valise; and anothet object of the inven-
tion is to provide a fire-escape in which the
weight of the Dody will cause the operating
parts to bear frictionally upon the escape-
rope, whereby the descent will be steady and
slow: and another object is to provide a reg-

nlating-lever by means of which the speed of

descent can be increased or decreased as de-
sired. | |

With these various objeets in view my in-
vention consists, essentially, of a pair of le-
vers hinged together near their upper ends
and connected at their lower ends by means
of a supporting-strap, the upper ends being

corrugated to provide a tortuous passage

through which the rope passes, and a regu-
lating-lever adapted to operate upon oue of
the friction-levers for the purpose of regulat-

ing the friction and consequently the speed

of descent. |

My invention consists also In certain de-
tails of construction and novelties of combi-
nation, all of which will be fully described
hereinafter and pointed out in the claims.

Inthe drawingsforming a part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a view showing the prac-
tical application of my invention. Fig. 218 &
detail view, partly in section. Fig. 31s a sec-

tional view on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Ifig. 4|

is a view showing the various parts detached.
In the practical embodiment of my inven-

~tion T employ a friction-lever A, which is pret-
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erably curved in the arc of a circle and ab

its upper end upon the convexed side is cor-
rugated, as shown at A'in ¥ig. 2,
oated portion heing orpoved,
in Fig. 3. |
Bearing-plates B are formed integral with
the upper end of the lever A,
tween the plates 13 is the friction-lever

sald corru-
as shown at A?

and pivoted be-
G,

1 employ

| curved reversely to the lever A and having

corrugations C' near the upper end, which are

| grooved at (7, said corrugations an d grooves

being arranged reversely to the eorrugations

and gfooves upon the lever A, as shown most
| elearly in Figs. 2 and . -

" The lower ends of the levers A and C are
formed with hooks D, upon which are placed

the loops E, attached to the ends of the sup-

porting-strap I, which su pporting-strap can

be placed beneath the arms or can be used

as a seat to sit upon, as most clearly shown
in Fig. 1. - |

The escape-rope G passes between the bear-

ing-plates B and between the corru oated por-
tions of the friction-levers, and the weight ot
the person supported by the strap I causes

the said levers to be drawn toward each other
| and consequently to bear tightly against the

escape-rope and crimp or twist said rope as
it passes through the serpentine or tortuous
passages formed by means of the mating cor-
rugationsand grooves upon the opposing faces
of the friction-levers. Inthis manner it will
he scent that the descent of the person will be
extremely steady and gradaal along the de-
scent-rope, said rope having a hook or other
snitable gripping device ab the upper end,
which can be attached to any rigid object.
In order to regulate the speed of descent,
a regulating-lever H, which is bi-
furcated at its lower end and 13 pivoted upon
the exteriorof the bearing-plates B, near thelr
lower ends, said lever having a pin I at 1ts
lower end, which is adapted to engage the
friction-lever C, so that when the handle H
;g thrown downward the pin I will be brought

into engagement with the frietion-lever €,

moving the same outwardly,and consequently
the deseent will be more rapid. DBy slacken-
ing the pressure upon the lever H the fric-
t1on will be inereased and thespecd decreased.

Thus it will be seen that I provide an ex-
ceedingly cheap and simple device, inasmuch
asall of the parts can bem ade of steel orother
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suitable material, and, furthermore, it will

be seen that I provide a device by means of
which the descent can be rendered sate, easy,

| and steady, the weight of 1the body serving

at all times to produce sufficient friction to

| render the descent extremely slow, and by
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the aid of the regulating-lever the speed of | ing-plates formed integral at the upper por- -
- descent can be increased or decreased as de- | tion thereof, the top part of said lever being T
- sired. . |corrucated and curved as described, of the
S Having thus described my invention, what opposing friction-lever pivoted between the
-5 Iclaim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters | bearing-plates and having the upper portion :g
-~ Patent, is— .~ thereof corrugated and curved as shown, said
- 1. The herein-described. fire-escape, com- friction-levers curving outwardly away from -
~~ prisingafriction-lever A having the bearing- | each other at their lower ends and provided
-~ plates formed integral therewith, the oppos- ‘with hooks at said lower portion, the support-
- 10 ing friction-lever pivoted between said bear- | ing-strap having loops at each end adapted 300
. ing-plates, the friction-levers being curved | to engage the hooks, the bifurcated and reg-
- away from each other at their lower ends and | ulatin g lever pivoted upon the exterior bear- .
- having the corrugated upper portions, the ing-plates of the lever A and having a pin
B supporting-strap attached to the lower ends | adapted to en gage the inner curved surface
- 15 of said levers, and a regulatin g-lever pivoted | of the lever C, substantially as shown and 335
- upon the exterior of the bearing-plates and | deseribed. =~ ° I
. provided with a pin I at its lowerend to en-|
~gage the lever C for the purpose set forth: | Witnesses: .
- 2. In a portable fire-escape, the combina-| - R. P. CAMPBELL,
- 20 tlon with the friction-lever Ahavingthebear-| M. L. PEARSON,

 WILLTAM B. WILSON.
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