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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, JAMES WALTER W OLFE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bel-
videre, in the county of Boone and Qtate of

Illinois, have invented certain new and use>

- ful Improvements in Car-Couplings; and I do
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hereby declare the tollowing to beafull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
car-couplings, and has more particular rela-
tion to such couplings as may be-used either
1n connection with an ordinary link-coupling
or to couple automatically at the will of the
operator.

Thisinvention consists of certain novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts, all of which will be hereinafter more
particularly set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Ifigure 1 represents

a detail side elevation of the platforms of two.

cars withmy improved couplingapplied there-
to.
view of my improved draw-bar. .Ifig. 5 rep-
resents a detail perspective view of the jaw
that is pivotally mounted upon said draw-
bar. Fig. 4 represents a detail side elevation
of my improved coupling, the pivoted jaw be-
ing in the position it occuples when used 1n
eonneetlon with the ordinary link- and -pin
coupling of the ad,]ommn' Car. |

A in the drawings represents the draw-bar,

B B’ the guide-plates for the same,.and C the

pivoted jaw. The said draw-bar is prefer-

ably made hollow and is-mounted in the car-

rier or guide plates B B’;that are secured to
the ear-platfm m. The f1 ont plate B 1s pro-
vided with asquare aper ture b, through which
the draw-bar is adapted to shde while the
rear plate B’ is provided with a small round
aperture 0', through which a rearwardly-ex-
tending pin a of smd draw-bar passes. A
stiff spiral spring a'is &pphed about said pin
¢ behind smd wmde B’ and between 1t and
the head ¢*® upon the end of the said pin a.
It will be observed from the above that the
action of the draw-bar will be under spring-
tension, and thus prevent all injurious jars
to the coupling.

ling of an adjoining car.

Fig. 2 represents a detail perspective

The forward end of the |

| draw-bar is provided with two forw d;ldl) -pro-
jecting spaced lugs or ears ¢, between which

18 pivotally mounted a disk ¢, forming a part
of the pivotal jaw C. The said disk ¢ is pro-

vided with three apertures ¢', ¢*, and ¢?, the_

latter provided for the passafre of a pwot pin
¢t,which passes therethrough and also through
suitable apertures ¢4, formed in the lugs a.
The saild lugs ¢® are each provided with an

| aperture a*, through which a pin ¢®is adapted

to be passed to engage either one or the other
of the apertures ¢ or ¢*to hold the jaw C
either in a closed or open position. The said
pivoted jaw C 1s provided with a link-receiv-
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ing recess ¢’, into which an ordinary coupling-

link ¢ may De secured by means of a pin c5,
which passes through the walls of said recess
and said link, This link 1s brought into use
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when the coupling is to be emp105 ed il con-
nection with an ordinary link-and-pin coup-
W hen this ordi-
nary coupling is to be made, the pivoted jaw

is held 1n its closed position by inserting the

pin ¢’ through the apertures ¢* and ¢, respec-
tively. The pivoted coupling-jaw (‘ 1S pro-
vided with two spaced projections ¢’ ¢, re-
spectively, the projection ¢’ acting as a 0011p-

position between said head ¢’ and itself.
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ling-head, while the projection ¢! restrains
‘the coupling-head upon the adjoining car in
The
couplings upon the adjoining cars will also-
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have to be mounted 1n reverse positions—

that i1s, the coupling upon one car will have
the heads or projections of its pivoted jaw
projecting toward one side,while those in the
adjoining car will project in the opposite di-
rection, so as to cause said heads to automat-

ically interlock when the cars come together,

It will be observed from the above that it

coupling into either an automatic coupler or
the ordinary type of link-and-pin coupling
commonly in use. The device is thus capa-

“bleof being used in connection with cars upon

which a like coupling 1s mounted, as well as
cars employing the ordinary link-and-pin
coupling. To uncouple my improved coup-
ling, it is stmply necessary to throw.one piv-
oted head away from the other pivoted head
by a suitable rod or chain, thus causing the

heads of the respective jaws to separate.
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-1s the work of but an instant to transform my .
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I also provide the respective upper and.|
ower sides. of:each draw-bar with.a bumper-

rlate G, having an enlarged head g¢.

Having now described my invention, what
[ claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In a c&r-—couplmg, the combination with a

lraw-bar havingspaced lugs formed with ver-

ical pin-passages, of a jaw pivotally mounted

retween said Iugs and formed with a link-re-
elving recess, a pin-passage intersecting said
‘ecess, and a plurality of pin-passages ar-
ranged concentrically about its pivot, and a
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pin adapted to be passed thmugh the passages
formed in the spaced lugs-and any one of the

passages formed in the pivoted jaw so as to
hold the latter in any of its adjusted posi-

tions, subshntlally as described.
In tebtllllOIl}T whereof 1 have signed this

specification in the presence of two subsemb- 20

1nNg Wltnesses.
JAMES WALTER WVOL_FE.

VWitnesses:
A. W. IHOPKINS,
I, J: BRANNAR.
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