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1o all whom it may concermn.:
Be it known that I, RuporrH C. PLEINS,

of St. Paul, Ramsey county, Minnesota, have

invented a certain Improved Combination
Lacing Hook and Eyelet, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification. .
My invention consists of an improved la-
cing-eyelet for shoes, gloves, and the like, its

object being to provide an improved construc-
tion thereof in which the lacing is adapted

to be laterally inserted, as with the ordinary

lacing-hook, while being held from removal

and running as freely as with the common
eyelet.

To this end my invention consists, prefer-
ably, of a resilient spiral superposed upon the
fabric, constituting an eyelet, with the end
thereof closed upon the adjacent spiral to
form a spring-closed lateral opening through
which the lacing maybe passed. The lateral
opening is thus closed against the removal of
the lacing, and the same must be unlaced by
pulling it through the eyeletsin the ordinary
manner. .

My invention further consists in the fea-
tures of construction hereinafter more par-
ticularly described and claimed. |

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a detail
outside view of a portion of a glove fitted with
Figs, 2 and 3 are details of
my improved form. Figs.4 and 5are details
of a modified form in which the eyelet is
formed integral with a plate secured upon
the fabric. Iigs. 6 and 7 illustrate another
modified form provided with a roller over
which the lacing is adapted to run. Figs. 8
and 9 show another modified form having
a slightly -different method of attachment.
Kigs. 10 and 11 show still another form of eye-
let, and Fig. 12 illustrates a modified con-
struction for holding the end of the lacing.

In the drawings let A and B represent the
parts of the glove united by the lacing 2.

C represents my improved combination
hook and eyelet secured near the edges of
the parts A and B. This consists, preferably,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, of a spring-spiral
3, superposed upon the fabric and held in

5 upon the under side-of the fabriec. The end

0 of the spiral is preferably downturned
toward the center, forming a spring-closed

be easily inserted, but which is closed against
1ts removal. Thus the lacing is adapted to
be inserted in the eyelet by merely forcing it
through the opening, as with the ordinary

hook, but when in place it runs freely over

the side of the eyelet, as shown in Fig. 1, the

invention thus combining the advantages of
‘both the ordinary eyelet and hook.:

It will be evident that the eyelet may be
modified in its shape and differently secured
to the fabric without departing from the idea
of my invention. 'This is illustrated by the
remaining figures. | '-

InFigs.4and 5 the eyelet 7isshown formed
integral with the plate 8, which plate is se-
cured to another plate 9 underneath the fab-
ric by means of spurs 10. |

In Iigs. 6 and 7 the eyelet is shown secured

10, the plate 9 being secured to another plate

11 underneath the fabric, as in Figs. 4 and 5.

lateral opening through which the lacing may
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 to the plate 9 by means of the clips or spurs
75

This form illustrates the use of an antifric-

tion-roller 14, arranged upon the inner side
of the eyelet and over which the lacing is
adapted to run.
it 1s desired to obtain
lacing.

In Figs. 8 and 9 the eyelet is secured di-
rectly to a plate 12 underneath the fabric by
means of the spurs or clips 13 upon the plate
passing through the fabrie, and in Figs. 10
and 11 a similar means of attachment is
shown, the shape of the eyelet being slightly
different. |

Fig. 12 shows the same idea involved in a
hook-eyelet for holding the end of the lacing.

& more freely running

In this form the spiral is provided with an

additional turn, so that the lacing may be

This may be provided when

$0
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held between the lower turns of the spiral,

as shown. The lacing is adapted to be in-
serted in the same manner as in the other
forms and is held from removal by the spring-
pressure of the lower spirals, as shown in
Ifig. 12,

In all of these forms it will be noted that
the idea of the invention is the same. The
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lacing is as easily inserted through the lat-
eral spring-controlled opening as it is placed
in the opening of the ordinary hook, and
when it has been inserted in my eyelet the
jaw closes, preventing removal, thus fmmmn

a closed eyelet for the lacing.

I elaim—
1. As an improved article of nmnuf'aetme
a resilient spiral constituting an eyelet, Wlﬂl

the end thereof closed upon the adjacent spi-

ral to form a spring-closed lateral opening,
and means for securing it upon the top of

the fabrie.

o
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2. As an improved article of manufacture,

an eyelet adapted to be superposed upon the 15

fabrie, and having a spring-closed lateral

laemo*-opemn aud the plate upon the oppo-
site face of the fabric secured to, and form-
ing a support for, said eyelet.

Iu testimony whereof T affix my swnatuxe 20

in presence of two witnesses.
RUDOLPH C. PLEINS.

Witnesses: |
T. D. MERWIN,

1. S. JOHNSON.
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