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To all whom it may conecin:
Be it known that I, JouN L. BOYER, re sid-

ingat Piqua, in the county of Miamian d State

of Ohio, have 111‘?’61’11:6(1 certain new and useful
Improvements in Union Undergarments, of
which the following is a %p@@lﬁ@dtlon |

My invention 1*ela,tes to improvements in
knitted undergarments of the class known as
“‘union” undergarments; and it has for its
object to provide such a garment possessing

a neck-opening provided Wlth diverging slits

or cuts arra,nwed and located in a novel man-

nerby which the garment may be placed upon

and removed from the person, the meeting or

lapping edges of the slits or cuts having fas—;

tening dewees SO chsl:»osed and arranﬂed that
When the garment is adjusted upon the

wearer it shall not bind across the chest or

bust or cause discomfort by pressure of the
fastening devices upon the person.

In the manuf&cture of this class of articles

it haslong been the aim of experts, manufac-
turers, and dealers to produce an article
which may be worn by women without any
discomiort, binding, or pressure upon the
bust, and a numbel of different constructions
have been proposed, none of which, however,
have accomplished satisfactorily the I sult
sought.

My invention consists in the undergar-
ments constructed as hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being had to the .ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Kigure 1 is a front view of the garment at-
taehed to the body of the wearer, and [ig. 2
a top plan view.

Tn the said drawings the reference- letter A
representsthe waist of the garment, and I3 the

bust portion, the latter being composed of
elastic knit fabric and adapted to cover the
breast of the wearer withount break or inter-

ruption and having greater elastlelty than

the waist portion. |
The reference-letter ¢ represents shoulder-
seams, as usual in such garments where the
ends of the front and Dback portions are
united. "The front of the garment above the
breast portion is cut or slitted, as at «, from
the edge of the neck-opening 0 dmﬂ'mmlly
and le@l gingly downward to the armpit-
openings, as shown, the lines of the slits or
cuts following the line of natural depression
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existing between the shoulders and breast or
chest of the wearer. The meeting edges of
the cut orslit portions are prqued with suit-
able fastening devices, such as buttons and
buttonholes, as illustrated in the drawings,

“and these fastemnﬂ* devices lie or are poek-
eted in the Imtuml line of depression of the

human body before referred to, so that when
the outer garments are a,r'mnﬂ'ed upon the
person there will be no chsaweeable pressure

~of the fastening devices afra,mst the body of
‘the wearer.

Thlb armnn‘ement or location of
the slits or cuts ¢ affords also a breast por-
tion B which is elastic throughout its extent,
so that it will conform Wlthout binding to ELH
the movements of the wearer and at 13]16 same
time have a glove fit, considerations of great
value in the art, espeu&lly in ﬂa,rments for
women’s wear.

In union garments constructed prior o
my invention the openmw for adjusting the
garment upon or removing it from the wearer
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has heen u sually on a hne extending directly 75

across the breast portion. When such gar-
ment is fastened, the line of fastemnn de-
vices 18 directly across the chest or breast

and bears thereon in such manner that when

the outer garments 'are adjusted a disagree-

able pressure of the fastening devices upon
the wearer i

18 e*{pemeneed The arrange-
ment of the slits or cuts in a direction across
the breast of the weareris also objectionable
In that when the garment is fastened there is
a tension or binding of the facing or rein-
forecement of the ednes of the shts or cuts

upon the wearer at that point, and -this is

more particularly noticeable after the gar-

ment has been laundered and there has been

a shrinkage of greater or less éxtent.  These
objeetions.h:;we been found to exist in arti-
cles of underwear as now manufactured and
In practical use, and they are entirely obvi-

-ated 1n a garment constructed in accordance

with my invention, where the slits or open-
ings are arranged in diverging or diagonal
lines extending from the sides of the neck-

opening near the front thereof outwardly or

downwardly to the armpit portions above the
breast or chest and in the line or natural de-
pression between the chest and shoulders of
the user. When so constructed, the line of
fastening dewees 13 dlsposed in the natuml
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depression of the human body just referred
to and is free of a disagreeable pressure
upon the body. By so locating the slits and
fastening devices I also provide an elastic
knitted breast portion whichis unbroken and

perfectly elastic throughout'its extent and is
adapted to have a glove fit and to conform

to the configuration and movements of the

wearer and which is free of any fastening .

devices or other feature which could cause
discomfort tothe breast or chest of the wearer.

- The location of the slits or openings as de-
scribed also possesses the advantage of pro-

viding an ample opening at the top of the gar-
mentforitsadjustment upon or removal from
the wearer, the width of the opening being
not only the extent of the width of the bust,
but including also the width of the armholes,
affording an opening which permits of the
wearer putting the garment on or taking it

1

off without undue effort or discomfort.

The slits or cuts ¢ run, as shown in the
‘drawings, diagonally with the thread fabric

instead of at right angles, and the edges are

faced with a suitableelastic material, by pref-

erence the same material of which the body of

the.garment iscomposed, sothat the elasticity

of the fabric along the lines of the cuts or slits
is not impaired. - - | -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18— o | |

The herein-described undergarment, con-
sisting of an elastic, knitted fabric provided
with a neck-opening and slits or cutsextend-
ing from said neck-opening, respectively,
from a point about midway between the front

| and shoulder portions thereof outwardly and

downwardly to the lower front edge ot the

armpit-openings, the meeting edges of said

slits or cuts being provided with fastening

devices, whereby the respective openings in

the garment and the fastenings therefor are
located along the line of the natural depres-
sion between the breast and shoulder portions
of the wearer and also leave the breast por-
tion of the garment unbroken and elastic
throughout its entire width, as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand. |

JOHN I. BOYER.

Witnesses: _
OLIVER I. I{AISER,
W. R. Woob.
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