(No Model.) - o
' J. N. CLOUSE.
STREET LETTER BOX.

No. 589,074, - Patented Aug. 31, 1897.

_.H"'T- -
# Y —Z% O
2‘3 .
A :
BN 4
_Z.9
- . il
=70 :ﬁh
= it 2

THE Nﬂaﬁlﬂ PETERE £O., PHOTOQ-LITHD., WASHINSTON, D, C.




10

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

" amma

JOSEPII N. CLOUSE OF ST, LOUIS MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR, BY DIREOI‘ AND
MESNE ASSIGNMENTS T0 HARRY R. W’ADF GEORGE H. CRAY, SOLOMON
C. WYNN, AND ROSAA WADE, OF TOLEDO, OHIO, AND ALICE C. NORRIS,
ANNIE RIDENOUR JULIET IxING VIRGINIA S. F‘ARPE\TTER WILLARD A.
HOLCOMB, MARTHA G. BROOKE, AND SCOTT C. BONE OE WVASHINGPON

| DISTRICT OF OOLUMBIA

_S_TREET L?ET'T'ER-BOX.i.' .

SPECIFICATION formlng' p&lt of Lettﬂrs P&tent NO 589 , 074, d&ted August 31 189’7
| Apphcatmn ﬁled October 30, 1896 Serml No 610,602 (No mndel ) |

1o all whom it ma J concermn:

Be it known that I JOSEPH N. 'oLous

s a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at St.

Louis, in the State of Mlbsouu have mvented

a new and useful Street Letter: -Box, of which:

the following is a specification.

The invention relates to. 1mp10vemeut% in

street letter-boxes:

The object of the present inv ention is to
improve the construction of that class of let-
ter-boxes which are designed for the use of
the United States mail and to provide a sim-
ple, inexpensive, and efficient one which will
meet all the requirements of the Post Office
Department, such as dust-proof, waterproof,

‘burglar-proof, and tlie-like, and which -will
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- geordance with thisinvention.

40

be convenient to operate in deposwmw leltel S
into it and removing the mail from it.

A further obj ect: of the invention is to pro-

vide simple and effective means for regulat-
ing the size of the receiving-opening to adapt
the box for receiving letters only or for the

reception of larger paekaﬂes such as News-

papers.

and novel combmatwn and arrangement of

parts her einafter fully described, 1llustmted'
- 1n the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claims hereto a,ppended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a street lettel-box constructed in ac-
Fig. 2 is.a ver-
tical sectional view taken transversely of the
letter-box, the swinging cover being closed.
Fig. 3 is an enlarﬂ'ed sectlonal view of the up-

per portion of the letter -box, the sSwinging-

cover being open. Fig. 4 is a vertlcal 10110‘1—

tudinal sectional view of the upper portion of

the letter-box. . Fig. 5is a detail perspective
view. Fig. 6is a detml pelspectwe view of
the pwoted plate. Tig..7is a detail view of
the adjusting device. I‘ln Sis a detail view

- of the screw and thumb- nut

Like numerals of reference desig na,te cor-
reSpondm o pa1 ts in.all the ﬁﬂ'ul es of the dmw— -

- ings.

*y

| celving opening,
The invention conmsts in the construction

steel, joined together by rivets or other suit-
able fastening devwes
arranged. at the front of the lebte1 -box, is

deswnates a substantmlly rectanﬂnlal
letter-hox having a curved top and constr uct-
ed of any snﬂaable metal, preferably sheet-

50
A door 2, which is

hmﬂ*ed at its lower edge to the bottom of the
same and is provided at 1ts side edges with
quadrant-shaped plates 3 adapted to pre-
vent mail from falling off the hinged door
when the latter is open and f01ms shelf.
The door isprovided with a time- cald -receiv-
Ing opening 4, and it has suitable ways 5 at
1ts inner face to receive such time-card, and
the ways 5 are open at the top and form a
pocket. The card is adapted to bear the time
of collection of mail and such other informa-
tion desired by the Post Office Department.
The front of the letter-box is provided at a

55
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‘point above the door with a horizontal rib 6,

havingaslightly-inclined upper edge adapted
to shed water and to prevent the same from
percolating through the door: or the card-re-
theIeby rendering the let-
ter- box raln-pr 0of at that point. |

The upper portion of the front of the letter-
box is provided with a receiving-opening 12
and is slightly bulged or thendefl outward at
13 at the lower S1de of the opening, and a hood
or casing 14, which is formed mteﬂ'ml with an
upper SthIOH 14* of the letter- box the latter
consisting of a body portion or lowel. section
and a curved top 14°, which is arranged upon
the upper edges of the lower Seetlon or body.
The upper seetmn 14* which forms a portion
of the casing 14 fits SHit gly-within the body
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portion or lower section and is rectangular to
conform to the configuration thereof
sections of the letter- hox are I weted or othel -

The

wise secured together.

‘The hood or casing 14 is composed of -an in-
clined top portion 13 vertical sides 16, a back
17, and a {ront pmtmn 18, which is cun ed to
plesent an inner concave face and which is
provided with a curved flange or lip 19, ar-
ranged at the bottom of the receivin ﬂ'-opemnﬂ

g0 ':
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12 and extending forward from the hood or | the hood or casing, and consists of an inclined

casing to the front of the letter-box. "The
back 17 ineclines forward and downward to
direct mail toward the door of the letter-box
to facilitate its removal. The inclined top
portion 15, the vertical sides 16, and the back
17 preferably consist of a separate piece of
sheet, metal secured to and carried by the
upper section of the letter-box, and the front

portion 18 of the casing isformed by the front

wall of the upper section 14*. If desired, the
entire casing can be constructed separate
from the Lody of the letter-box and suitably
mounted therein. |

A rectangular plate 20 is pivotally mounted
within the hood or casing between the sides
thereof, and it is provided at its top or front
portion with a depending curved flange 21,
which extends across the entrance or receiv-
ing opening 12 when the letter-box is closed
and when the plate 20 is in a vertical posi-
tion. The pivots of the plate 20, which forms
a guard or shield, are located adjacent to the
top or upper end of the same, whereby the
plate is adapted to assume its vertical posi-
tion automatically by gravity. The curved
flange of the plate 20 renders the letter-box
burglar-proof when the swinging cover 22 1s
substantially closed, and it prevents letters
from being extracted from the letter-box by
means of anyinstrument or device introduced
through the receiving-opening. The swing-
ing cover, which is an ordinary drop-lid, is
hinged at its upper edge to the letter-box at
the top of the receiving-opening and is adapt-
ed to drop by gravity to its closed position,
and it is provided at its top with a pair of in-
wardly-extending arms 23. The arms 23 are
located above the hood or casing when the
cover is closed, and they are connected with
the pivoted plate 20 by links 24, which are
disposed at an inclination and which have
their lower ends connected with the lower
edge of the curved flange 21, and when the
swinging cover is raised the lower portion of
the pivoted plate will be swung upward to a
position substantially parallel with the top of
the hood or casing, whereby a letter-receiv-
ing chute or receptacle is provided, the plate
20 forming a movable body therefor.

The inner end of the receptacle or chute is
formed by the forwardly-inclined back 17 of
the hood or casing, and said back wall is di-
rectly on a line with the mail-receiving open-
ing, whereby it is absolutely impossible to
obtain access to the interior of the body por-
tion of the letter-box when the swinging cover
is open. Assoonastheswinging covercloses
the pivoted plate swings to a perpendicular
position and deposits the mail into the letter-
The parts return to their initial posi-
tion by gravity, and no springs are necessary
to insure their operation.

In order to regulate the size of the receiv-
ing-opening to adapt theletter-box for letters

only or for larger packages, such as newspa-

pers, an adjusting device 25 1s mounted upon

plate and the curved flange 26, depending

from the upper or front end of the plate and

interposed between the top of the hood or cas-
ing and the upper edge or portion of the mov-
able cover. The lower end of the adjusting
device is provided with an eye which 1s ar-
ranged between perforated lugs and between
the hood or casing, and the pivot or pintle 27,
which connects the adjusting device to the
hood or casing, passes through both lugs and
the said eye. The body portion or plate of
the device is provided with a keyhole-open-
ing 28, in the contracted portion of which is
engaged a thumb-nut 30, which is mounted
on a screw 31. The screw 31 is hinged atits
inner or lower end to the hood or casing and
extends through the keyhole-opening of the
adjusting device, and the thumb-nut 1s pro-
vided withanannulargroove 32. The grooved
portion of the thumb-nut is of a size to pass
through the enlarged portion of the keyhole-
opening, and the groove permits the nut tobe
moved downward into the contracted portion
of the keyhole-opening to swivel the nut to
the adjusting device. By adjusting the nut
the flange 26 may be moved to or from the
rib 19 to vary the size of the receiving-open-
ing and partially close the mouth or entrance
of the hood or casing. The flange 26 18 pro-
vided with a series of transverse slots 207,
through which project a corresponding series
of arms 222, and the latterextendinward from
the upper edge of the swinging cover and
serve as guides for the adjusting device.

It will be seen that the mail-box is simple
and comparatively inexpensive in construc-
tion, that it is positive and reliable in opera-
tion, and that it is adapted to be readily ma-
nipulated by one hand in depositing letters
or packages into it and in removing mail
from it. It will also be apparent that the
letter-box is dust-proof and waterproof, that
it will prevent letters from being extracted
through its receiving-opening when the cover
is opened or closed, and that the said receiv-
ing-opening may be adjusted to permit let-
ters only to be inserted in the box or to adapt
the latter for the reception of larger pack-
ages, such as newspapers.

Changes in theform, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion. -

What I claim 1s—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a lefter-box provided at its
front with a receiving-opening and having an
ordinary drop-lid or cover, a hood rigidly
mounted within the letter-box and compris-
ing an inclined top arranged in direct aline-
ment with the upper boundary of the said
opening, and a back disposed opposite the re-
ceiving -opening, and a pivoted plate con-

‘nected with and operated by the lid or cover
| and arranged to swing to a position in direct
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alinement with the lower boundary of: the re-

celving-opening, whereby a box or chute is

provided to prevent access to the interior of -
the letter-box when the lid or cover is open
and also to form a receptacle for mail, sub-

stantially as described. |

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a letter-box provided at its
front with a letter-receiving opening and with
a door, an ordinary drop-lid or cover hinged
to the top of the letter-box at the receiving-
opening, a hood rigidly mounted within the
letter-box and comprising an inclined top ex-
tending downward from the upper boundary
of the receiving-opening, and a forwardly-in-
clined back arranged opposite the receiving-

opening and disposed in the direction of the

door of the letter-box to direct mail toward

‘the same to facilitate its removal from the

box, and a pivoted plate connected with and
operated by the lid or cover and codperating
with the hood to form a box or chute when
the lid or cover is open, substantially as de-
scribed. ' '

5. In a device of the class deseribed, the
combination of a letter-box provided with a
receiving-opening, a hood rigidly mounted
within the box and comprising an inclined
top arranged in direct alinement with the up-
per boundary of the opening and terminat-

ing short of the back of the box, and a for-

wardly-inclined back extending toward the

front of the box and disposed opposite the
opening, a pivoted plate mounted in the let-
ter-box at the open bottom of the hood and

arranged to swing upward to close the same
and form a box or chute, and an ordinary

~drop-lid mounted at the receiving-opening

and connected with and operating the pivoted
plate, substantially as described. |

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a box having a receiving-
opening, a hood or casing mounted within the

box, a pivoted plate arranged within the hood

or casing and adapted to form a shield, a mov-
able cover mountedon the box and connected

with and actuating the pivoted plate, and an

adjusting device mounted on the hood or cas-
ing and extending between the same and the
cover to vary the size of the receiving-open-
ing, substantially as deseribed. -

9. In a device of the class described, the

combination of a boxhaving a receiving-open-

ing, amovable cover, a casing mounted within
the box, a movable plate forming a shield and

~connected with the cover, an adjusting de-
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vice composed of a plate mounted on the cas-
ing and a flange arranged between the casing
and the cover, and means . for securing the
plate in its adjustment, substantially as de-

scribed, |

6. In a device of the class deseribed, the

~ combination of a box having an opening, a
casing mounted within the box, an adjusting
device comprising a hinged plate provided
with a keyhole-slot and mounted on the cas-
ing, and a flange arranged to vary the size of |

the opening of the hox, a screw hinged to the

casing and extending through the keyhole-
opening, and a grooved nut arranged on the
screw and engaging the keyhole-slot, substan-
tially as deseribed.
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7. In a device of the class described, the-

combination of a letter-box provided with a

receiving-opening, a hood or casing arranged
within the box and comprising an inclined top
portion, vertical sides, a forwardly-inclined
back portion terminating short of the front
edges of the sides, and the curved front por-
tien provided with a flange or lip located at
the bottom of the receiving-opening, a piv-
oted plate mounted in the casing or hood and

provided at its top with a curved flange ar-

ranged adjacent to the curved front of the
hood or casing, and a hinged cover connected
with and operating the pivoted plate, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

8. In a device of the class desecribed, the
combination of aboxhaving a receiving-open-
Ing, a movable cover provided with a series
of inwardly - extending arms, a casing ar-
ranged within the box, a movable plate form-
ing a shield and connected with the cover,
and an adjusting device mounted on the hood
or casing, extending between the same and
the cover to vary the size of the receiving-
opening and provided with a series of slots
recelving the said arms, substantially as de-
sceribed. . . |

J. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a box provided at its front
with a mail-receiving opening, a stationary
hood or casing arranged within the box and
communicating with the said opening, said
hood or casing comprising essentially an up-
per wall the former extending rearward from
the upper boundary of the mail-receiving
opening and a back wall, the latter being on
a direct line with the same so as to obstruct
communication with the interior of the box,
and means connected with the cover to form
a movable bottom for the hood or casing to
direct mail-matter to the bottom of the box,
substantially as deseribed.

10. In a device of the class deseribed, the
combination of a box havinga receiving-open-
ing, a movable lid or cover, a hood or casing
arranged within the box and arranged to form
aspace between it and the receiving-opening,

a movable plate forming a shield and con-
nected with the lid or cover, and an adjust-
Ing device mounted on the hood or casing and

extending into the space between the same
and the receiving-opening to vary the size of
the latter and partially close the mouth or en-
trance of the hood, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. S

© JOSEPH N. CLOUSEK.
Witnesses: o
 JoHN F. McMAHON,
- ARTHUR J. Rvan, -
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