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To all whom it may concerw.:

I3e it known that I, JOEN C. COFFEE, a citi-
zen o1 the United Stdtes residing at Deeatur
In the county of Adams and State of India,na
have invented new and useful Improvements
In Thill-Supporting Devices, of which the fol-
lowing is-a specification.

ThlS invention has for its object to prox ide
new and improved devices for supporting the
thills of a vehicle in an elevated position at

any required height and for sustaining the

shaft-supporting strap when not in use, so0
that it will not hang suspended and danﬂ'le
while the vehicle is trm eling.

To accomplish this obJect mYy invention
consists in the features of construetion and
in the combination or arrangement of parts
hereinafter described and elalmed reference

~ being made to the accompanying dmwmn’s
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in whlch—

Kigure 1 1is a perspective view showing por- .

tlons of a vehicle and its thills, with the lat-
ter held suspended by the supporting device,
and indicating by dotted lines the manner in
which the supportmrr device is sustained to
prevent it from hanging down and dangling
while the vehicle is tlavelmw Fig.2 isa de-
tall perspective view of the 1mproved thill-
supporting device, and Fig. 3 is a detail ver-
tical sectional view of a portlon of the dash-
board to illustrate the manner in which a ring

~ 1s applied thereto for sustaining the thlll-sup-
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porting device and preventmn‘ i1t from hang-
ing down and dangling.

In order to enable those skilled in the art
to make and use my invention, I will now de-
scribe the same in detail, lefel ring to the
drawings, wherein—

The numeral 1 indicates the front axle of
a vehicle, 2 the front spring, 8 the bolster or
spring bar, 4 the thills connected in any suit-
able manner with the axle, 5 the ordinary
cross-bar, which connects the thills together

near their rear ends, and 6 the dashboard all.

of which parts may be of any desired con-
struction suitable for the purpose in hand and
obviously will vary according to the character
or construction of the vehicle.
Theimproved shaft-supporting device com-
prises, essentially, a flexible strap 7, having
at one end a snap-hook 8 of any suitable con-
struction and at the other end a buckle 9 and

 strap 10, adapted to be engaged around the
‘bolster or spring bar and secured in position

by the buckle. The buckle 9 and strap 10
enable the shaft- -supporting strap 7 to be ap-
plied to bolster or spring bars which differin
size—that is to say, the rear end of the strap
is adjustably connected with the bolster or
spring bar. At a point between the snap-
hook 3 and the point where the supporting-
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strap 7 1s adjustably connected with the bol- -

ster or spring bar this strap 7 is provided
with a series of holes or perforations 12. I

prefer to employ two of these holes or perfo-
rations separated a suitable distance apart,
but the number of holes or perforations may
be increased or diminished to suit the condi-
tions required for supporting the thills at
different heights, as will hereinafter appear.

The connecting cross-bar 5 of the thills is

provided on its under side with a pendent
lug or pin 13, adapted to enter either one of
the holes or perforations 12 in such manner
that when the thills are raised to the desired
height and the supporting-strap 7 is adjust-
ably connected with the bolster or spring bar
3 in the manner described, the strap 7 can be
connected with the lug or pin 13, and thus
the thills will be supported in an elevated
position, as is desirable when the vehicle is
notin use. The arrangement of the support-
ing-strap 7 and fhelug or pin 13 is such that
the thills can be 1ead1ly disengaged from the
strap by simply raising the thllls slightly up-
ward, which will relleve the pressure of the
lug or pin against the edge of the hole or
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perfomtlon in the supportmo*-stra,p, where-

upon the latter will fall by gravity and the
shafts can be lowered upon the animal to
hitch the latter to the vehicle.
devices of this character the supporting-strap
hangs suspended and dangles about while the
Vehicle 18 in use or is travehng, and to avoid
this objection I provide the free extremity of
the supporting-strap 7 with the snap-hook 8
before described, and place upon the dash-

board 6 a ring 14 with which the snap-hook

8 can be encraﬂ*ed whereby the supporting-

strap 7 will be sustamed in the position in-

dicated by dotted lines, Fig. 1, and obvi-
ously will not hang suspended and dangle
about while the vehicle isin use or is travel-
ing.

In ordinary
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The ring 14 is pivotally mounted and -
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it is desirable to so secure it that the dash-

~board will not be damaged or marred, for
which purpose I place the ring 14 between-

two plates 15 and 16, which are secured to
the front of the dashboard at a suitable point

thereupon through the medium of-screws 17,

which pass thlotwh the plates 15 and 10 and

~engage a plate or washer 18 .at the inside of

10

- serve to hold the thills raised where they will,
be out of danger of being broken and en-
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'the dashboard

The plates 15, 16, and 18 may be of any
suitable mateual but leather is preferred.
The improved devices described and shown

tirely out of the way. They hold the thills1in

such position that the thills can be conven-.

iently dropped to the proper position on the

‘animal, and the lowering of the thills can be

effected without leaving the head of the ani-

mal to disengage the strap 7 from the-lug or.
pin 13, as thls can be automatically effeeted |

as her embefme explained. The suppor tmn'-
strap 7 is attached to the bolster or 3pring

“bar, and is therefore always in proper posi-

tion for instant use, and when this strap 1s

not in use the snap-hook 8§ can be quickly |
- engaged with the supporting-ring 14 for the
purpose of sustaining the strap 7 from the
~dashboard, so that the strap will. not hang

susl:)ended and dangle about.
~ The strap 10 may e buckled around both

" the bolster or spring bar and the spring, and

ordinarily this is done at a short distance
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forward under the cross-bar of the thills, so
that either of the holes or perforations in the
strap can be conveniently engaged with the -

lug or pin 13 for pr opelly suppor tmﬂ'the thills
40- - 5'§

in an elevated position.
- Having thus described my IIlVGDtIOI] what
I claim is—

The combination with the dashboard of a

otally cortined in pOSlthll between the plates,

a thill-supporting strap having at one end a
loop encireling the bolster or spring bar of
the vehicle, plowded at the other end with

a snap- “hook and inter mediate its ends with 50

perforations, and a lug or pin extending from
the under side of the eross-bar Whlch con-
nects the thills, said perforations of the strap
being deswned to engage the lug or pin on

the cross- bm of the thllls and sald snap-hook 5 5

being designed to engage the pivoted ringon

‘the dashboard subst‘mtmlly as and for the
purposes de%cnbed

| from the center of the vehicle 1n such man- | -ifiirfiﬁ'ﬂf
ner that the supporting-strap can readily pass 35

'Vehlcle of two plates secured to the outer
face of the dashboard, a swinging ring piv-. 45__jf;g;f;

In testimony whereof 1 have her mmto set g :.

my hand in presence of two subseribing. w1t- 6o

nesses.
JOHN C. COFFEE;"_.- S
*Witnesses: ~ | '
- M. H. L. SMITH,
Isaac ROE..
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