(No Model.)

A.J. MOXHAM,
ELECTRIC CONTACT.

No. b87,594. Patented Aug. 3, 1897.

WITNESSES ; }% é «/Ziﬂ%u:._

oG

THE wORMS PETERS 00, PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. C.




UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ARTHUR J. MOXHAM, OF LORAIN, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE JOHNSON
' COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE. '

ELECTRIC CONTACT.

SPEGIFICATION_forming part of Letfers Patent No. 587,594, dated August 3, 1897,
| Application filed January 28, 1897, Serial No, 621,035, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ARTHUR J. MOXHAM,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain, re-
siding at Lorain, Lorain county, Ohio, have
5 invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Klectric Contacts, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification. |

In many systems of electric.propulsion con-
tact-boxes or non-continuous rails have their
ro contact portions exposed, but not electrically

live, except when the moving vehicle is over

the exposed contact.

In case of failure of any of the apparatus
intended to render the contact no longer elec-

15 trically live after the passage of the vehicle
the exposed contact would become a source
of danger, as a man or beast stepping thereon
would receive an electric shock of more or less
intensity.

20  The object of my invention is to remove as
much as possible of this danger; and to this
end the invention consists in the provision of
contacts insulated from other exposed metal-
lic portions of the operating devices and the

25 provision of surfaces adapted to prevent the
passer from stepping upon the contacts.

In the drawings my invention is shown in
use upon a particular type of contact-box
adapted for use with electric railways.

30 Referring to said drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan of the contact-box, and Fig. 2 is a cross-
section thereof with the lower portion broken
away. -

The sealed vessel A contains the switching

35 mechanism. The top of this vessel is made
of conducting material and iselectrically con-
nected to the exposed contact B.

C represents suitable insulation, as molded
mica, which I place between B and the mem-
ber D, which in this type of box is made of 40
a material, such as manganese steel, having
high electrical conduectivity but low magnet-
1cal conductivity.

Ik and E’ are the sides of the box and are
made of material having high magnetical con- 43
ductivity. | |
- ¢ and d’ are projections cast upon the mem-
ber D and rising above the top of the contact
B, and serve to protect the foot of the passer
from touching the said contact. - 50

Obviously the design or construction here
shown may be varied in many ways to suit
the particular electric system with which my
invention may be used. I do not, therefore,
limit myself to these exact details. | 55

What I claim, and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent, is— o

1. In an electric contact-box, a metallic

cover-plate having a perforation and upward

projections on each side thereof, in combina- 6o
tion with the contact secured in said perfora-
tion but insulated from said projections.

2. In an electric contact-box cover, in com-
bination, magnetizable side members, a non-
magnetizable member securing said sides to- 65
gether and having upward projections, and a
contact portion between, but insulated from,
sald upward projections. |

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

| ARTHUR J. MOXHAM.
Witnesses: |

A. J. BRYAN,
D. BRYAN,
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