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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

GEORGE C. HOLDEN, OF WAYNE, PENNSYLVANIA.

MAIL-BAG LOCK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 587,526, dated August 3, 1897.
Application filed October 13, 1896, Serial No. 608,736, (No model,)

To all whom it mazy concern:

Be it known that I, GRorGE C. HOLDEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wayne, in the county of Delaware and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Mail-Bag Locks
for Canvas Tie-Sacks; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to malke and use the same.

My invention is a locking contrivance for
canvas tle-sacks especially adapted for use
in connection with mail-bags, although the
device is equally as well adapted for service
In fastening the cords on sacks or inclosures
for safe transportation of merchandise gen-
erally. o

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and cheap contrivance for securely
tastening the draw-cord of tie-sacksin a man-
ner to prevent the cord from being loosened

and the sack or inclosure opened except to.

persons authorized to dosoand provided with
a proper key for that purpose. |

My invention is distinguished from the or-
dinary fasteners for tie-sacks in which the
cord is simply clamped or gripped by a de-
tent, by reason of the fact that the holding
or gripping device and contrivance for the
cord 1s held wunder restraint and controlled
by a positively-actuated locking-bolt which
can only be released by the operation of the
proper key provided for that purpose, and it
will therefore be understood that I do not
depend upon the simple gripping engagement
of the detent with the tie-cord; but, on the
contrary, while the gripping of the tie-cord
by a peculiar arrangement of holding-dogs is
one feature of my invention the gist of the
improvement relies on the contrivance by
which the closure for the tie-cord is positively
locked by a key-actuated bolt or its equiva-
lent.

1o the accomplishment of the foregoing ob-
ject my invention consists of a fastener com-
prising twofoldable membershinged or joined
together to open and close, one member pro-
vided with a channel or way for the passage
of the cord, a keeper, and a dog and the
other member carrying a locking-bolt and a

| dog to coact with the dog upon the first-

named member, so as to grip the tie-cord se-

curely between the parts when theyare closed

and locked; and the invention further con-
sists in the combination of devices and con-
struction and arrangement of parts, which will
be hereinafter fully described and claimed.

1'o enable others to understand my inven-
vention, I have illustrated a preferred em-
bodiment of the same in the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved tie-cord fastener. Fig. 2 is a similar
view with the members separated to release
the cord. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal central

the position of the gripping-dogs on the cord.

Like letters of reference denote correspond-
Ing partsin all figures of the drawings, refer-
ring to which— .

A designates the fastener in its entirety,
and B is the tie-cord which is to be gripped
by the fastener A to prevent the cord from
being loosened and the bag, sack, or other
inclosure from opening. -

It will be understood that my invention is

55

6o

~sectional view through the fastener, showing
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not restricted in its application to the draw-

strings of mail-bag sacks, although it is well
adapted for that purpose, and thatthe fas-
tener may be used generally in the arts where
it is desirable to employ a positively-locked
fastening contrivance for tie-cords. |

The fastener A consists of two members C
D, joined together to permit them tobe opened
in order to release the tie-cord or to be closed

together and locked so as to grip the tie-cord

and prevent the fastener from opening ex-

cept by first unlocking the contrivance. In
the embodiment of the fastener shown by the
accompanying drawings I have made the
member C in the form of a base or plate, while

S0

Qo

the member D is represented as a box-like |

closure, which is adapted to fold upon the
cord, so as to inclose the same between the
base Cand the closure D. The shape or form
of the parts, however,is not material and may
be varied by a skilled mechanic.

The base C is analogous to a plate with a

IOO

longitudinal guideway ¢ thereon for the pas-

sage of the tie-cord, and said plate may be
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provided with a series of Joop-shaped keepers
¢ ¢ ¢, whieh rise from the flanges forming

the guideway c for the tie-cord. Inthis form
- of the base C the keeper ¢” is made to serve
5 as the keeper for the locking-bolt carried by
the member D of the fastenmer, while the
keeper ¢' forms the support for the bolt or
arbor d that connects the member D to the
base C. In the described embodiment of the
base C it is similar to the label-holder and
cord-fastener now in use on mail-sacks, and
one of the purposes of my invention 18 to 80
construct the fastener that the well-known
plate or base of the large members of common
fasteners may be used in connection with my
improvements; but I would have it under-
stood that my invention is not restricted to
the employment of the particularstyle ot base
shown, because I am aware that specially-
prepared bases with a single bolt-keeper, a
Jug for the attachment of the member D, and
a cord-guideway may be employed in the
manufacture of new fasteners for the market,
and that such is contemplated by my 1tnven-
tion.

The member D is cast in the form of a box-
like closure, being a shell or casing propor-
tioned to fit the keeper or lug ¢’ and to fold
upon the base, so as to close down over the
10 tie-cord. Said box-like member has lugs d

~at one end arranged to embrace the keeper
or lug ¢/, and through the lugs d' and the
keeper or lug ¢’ passes the bolt or arbor d,
which is preferably swaged at its ends and
pivotally joins the two members together se-
curely at or near one end. This box-like
member carries a locking mechanism K on
the inside thereof and arranged so that the
bolt or its equivalent will engage the keeper
¢' when the members C D are closed. Any
suitable form of locking mechanism may be
employed—as, for instance, I may use the
type of lock now employed in the mail-serv-
ice known as the ‘“ Eagle” lock, or I may use
the style of lock represented in the drawings
as consisting of aslidable bolte,housed within
a casing €', which is fastened on the inside of
the box-like member, which is provided with
a keyhole to enable the key to have access to
the locking-bolt; but the style of lock 18 not
important, and it may be varied, as preferred,
by the manufacturer. |

To prevent access to the locking-bolt from
either end of the fastener, I provide the box-

10

L5

20

.40

45

50

ranged at or near the ends of said member
and adapted to lie closé down upon the cord
or to the base C, so that an instrument can-
not be slipped through the fastener to reach
and retract the locking-bolt.

In order to grip the tie-cord and hold it se-
curely between the two members C D of the
fastener, I provide the twoholding-dogs I 1",
which arefast with the memberson the oppos-
65 ing faces thereof. The dogF maybeintegral

with the base member C, orit may be attached
thereto in case the well-known type of cord-

Go

like member D with the abutments 7 f, ar-|

| clamp is employed; but I prefer to place the
dog If' on the bolt-casinge’, which is attached
to and within the box-like member D. The
dogs ' ' are not placed in the samé vertical -

plane in order-to press the cord B between

themselves directly, but the dogs are placed

o little to one side of each other in order to
5

orip the cord with a wedge-like action and
thereby more securely fasten the cord.

The operation of my device may be de-

seribed, briefly, as follows: To release the

cord, in order that the bag or other inclosure -
‘may be opened, the key is inserted in thelock

and turned to retractthebolt fromthe keeper
¢, after which the member D is raised and

the dogs thereby separated torelease the cord,
which can now be drawn through the base

80 - .,

member C sufficiently to open the bag, &c. 85

To fasten thebag, the cord is drawn through

the base member C until it lies adjacent to

the closed mouth of the bag, and the member

D is now closed down upon the base C and
the cord B until the bolt e springs into en-.

90 '

ocagement with the keeper, during which

operation of closing the members the dogs F'
B and -

F' are caused to press upon the cord
thereby securely grip the same. |
My device provides a very simple and se-

cure fastening means, which may be easily

95

and quickly operated, and which is cheap of |
manufacture and reliable and efficient 1n

Service. .

The members C D of the fastener may---be

hinged together in any approved manner to -
permit them to open nearlyin alinementwith
each other or to arrest the opening of the -

member D at any desired angle to the mem- ';
‘105

ber C sufficient to provide for easy access to

the tie-cord, and other changes in the form .
and proportion of parts and in the details of
construction may be made which will suggest -

themselves to a skilled mechanic without

departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages of my invention. |

110

Having thus fully described my mventioh; -'
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by -

Letters Patent, i1s— -
1. A fastener for tie-cords comprising two

members joined together to open and close, -

f1s -

and provided with means for gripping acord, .
one member having a guideway for a cord, - -

and a suitable locking contrivance to hold
the two members in fixed positive relation to

each other, as and forthe purposes described.
2. Afastenerfortie-cords comprising a base
member provided with a cordway and a bolt-

keeper, a box-like member pivoted to said

base member, a locking mechanism carried

by said box-like member to engage with the

125 | |

bolt-keeper when the parts are closed, and
coacting dogs arranged on theopposing faces =

of the base member and the pivoted member,

as and for the purposes described.

sy

.

3. A fastener for tie-cords comprising a
base member having a gripping-dog, a piv- ~ =
oted member also provided with a gripping- -
dog arranged in a position at one side of the -

20 _.
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first-named dog and adapted to wedge a cord
between the two dogs, and a locking contriv-
ance to hold the two members in positive
ixed relation to each other, as and for the
5 purposes described. |
4. The combination with a base member
having a cordway, of a foldable member piv-
oted to said base memberandecarrying alock-

ing device, and suitable cord-gripping means,
as and for the purposes described. Io

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

<. C. HOLDEN.
Witnesses: |
- JAS. R. EDSON,
W. CLARENCE DUVALL.
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