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To all whom it maiy concern:

Beit known that I, CHARLES FISHER, a citi-
zen of the United St&tes’, residing in the city
and countyof dan Franciscoand State of Cali-
fornia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Supporters for Gentlemen’s
Trousers-Leggings, of which the following is
a specification.

While in many respects similar to the sup-
porting means of the legging heretofore in-
vented by me and for which I have received
Letters Patent in England, No. 22,494, dated
November 25, 1895; in France, No. 289,445,
dated December 3, 1895, and in Belgium, No.

118,648, dated December 16, 1895, for improve-

ments in leggings, this supporter possesses
several useful and important points or fea-
tures not provided in those patents. |
FFigs. 1 and 2 are side elevations of the de-
vice. Eig. 3 is an inside view. Figs. 4 and

5 are detail views of the frame.

The leggings on which my presentimprove-
ment is designed to be used are made of some -
soft waterproof fabric of light weight, such

as mackintosh, to have when in position on
the trousers-leg the appearance of the gar-
ment itself and not that of a legging, and to
such end also the device or means tosupport

such legging in place is of such character that |

1t will hold smoothly and easily without bind-
ing or wrinkling the cloth of the trousers-leg
and at the same time will confine it in such
a positive manner in position that it will not

work down or- be disturbed by the move-

ments of the wearer. It has the quality of
so supporting the legging that a free circula-
tion of airis allowed between the legging and
the trousers-leg incased by it. It is also
concealed from sight and does not disfi
or change the appearance of the legging fab—
ric, partlcularly when viewed {rom the front.

Leggmws of this description are cut gener-
ally of the shapeshownin Figure 3 of the draw-
ings, having suitable Wldth to fit smoothly
over the fIOllSBI‘i leg without producing
creases in the cloth and of proper length to
extend from the knee down to the bottom of
the trousers. The sides are cut to overlap,
and a fastening means is provided on these
edges to secure them together, such as loops
a a at top and bottom on the outside of the
inner lap and stiff tongues or strips b b on the

‘& strip of narrow tape. -

gure

opposite side of the edge that comes on top.
Such character of fastening is preferred for

the reason that it is entirely concealed and

preserves the dressy appearance of the leg-
ging. 1t 1s a well-known form of fastening
nsed on leggings of other styles, however, and
18 in itself no essential part of the pr esent 1n-
vention.

The su pportmﬂ' device {0 keep this legging
in place is constructed of the stiff strip A and
the ribs I3 B. DBefore being secured to the
inside of the legging these parts are made and
put together as follows: The strip A, formed
of two pieces of canvas, 18 cut on a curved
outline and of proper length to extend
around the back of the leggmmbody from

one side seam of the trousers to the other or

about the rear half of the legging. The two

pieces a* a*, Fig. 5, are stitched together on.
the bottom (md on the two per pendlbulal"
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sides and then turned and ‘stitched near the

edge around the three sides to produce a stiff
edﬂ‘e The edges along the top are secured

the inside ot the leagmmbody above the
bottom edge by a line of stitching a2, and the
seam 18 usually finished by covering it with
Such stiff
secured on the lower ends of the two upright

ribs B B, which are formed of thin sheet

metal or of some substance or material hav-
Ing proper stl fness and lightness. The ribs
and stiffeners used . in the manufacture of

corsets will be found a good article for the
purpose, and especially the muslin-covered
sheet-metal ribs or steels now used in the

better qualities of corsets are recommended
on account of the readiness with which they
can be attached to place by sewing.

The part A is permanently attached to the
ribs B B by inserting the lower ends of the
ribs into the ends of the stri ip A between the
two thicknesses of the canvas and securing
them by stitches. In this position they ﬁt
closely against the bottom seam and against
the perpendicular seam at the edge of the

strip and extend upward substantially paral-

lel with each other, so that before being at-
tached to the legging the supporters have the
form and appearance represented in Iig. 4.
In securing it to the legging-body the top edge
of the stnp A is drawn and held as nearly as

| possible on a straight line while 1t is being

strip Ais
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sewed to the legging, but at the sides and bot-
tom it 1s not attftehed to the material of the
legging..

The manner of cuttmfr' the strip and secur-
ing it in place, as above described, causes if;
to take a curved shape when the leggiug 1S
placed around the trousers and to conform
to the shape of the trousersin a smooth curve
without puckering or creasing. At the same
time the bottom edge of the strip stands
slightly away from the bottom of the legging-
body.

The ribs B are secured to the legeing by
stitching each rib to the material of the leg-
ging-body {from the top edge of the strip A
upward to the top of the rib, which is usually

made of sufficient length to extend to the top

of the legging.

These supporters being made in this man-
ner in quantity for use by the trade are read-
ily applied after the leggings are made up.

While similar to the supporting means of
the legging heretofore invented by me and
for which Letters Patent of the United States
were 1ssued to me June 23, 1896, No. 562,784,
this supporter possesses several useful and
important points or features not provided in
that patent. It has the function of confining
and retaining the bottom edge of the trousers
in the 1'equired turned-up condition to receive
the supporting-strip, and more especially on
trousers that are made of thin material or the
lighter grades of cloth. It has also the qual-
ity of being applied and used on leggings
made of hﬂht welght fabric for summer wear
without d1°4 guring or detracting irom the
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dressy appearance of the legging, as the sup-
porter is attached to the rear half or part of
the legging-body alone and there are no seams
or lines of stitching showing on the front.
Having thus fully descmbed my mvention,
what I elmm as new therein, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is
1. A supporting means or device for gentle-
men’s leggings, composed of a strip of.smﬂf
fabric to be secured by its top edge to the leg-
ging-body on the inside and above the bottom
ed oe of the legging, and upright ribs secured
to smd Strip at the edge_s thereof and attached
to the legging-body from the top of the strip

| upward but detached below said point, the

sald strip being adapted to restin the turned-
up bottom of the trousers-ieg and support the
leﬂ'ﬂ oing, as hereinbefore speclﬁed

The combination, with the legging-body,
of the sapporting means or device consisting
of a strip of relatively stiff fabric united by
its top edge to the inside of the legging-body,
and adapted to extend around the legging on
the 1nside but detached therefrom at the ends
and-along its bottom edge, and upright ribs

secured at the lower ends in the said strip and

detached at such part from the legging, but
attached to the material of the legging above
said strip, substantially as hereinbefore de-
scribed for operation as set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal.
CITARLES FISHER. |[L.s.|
Witnesses: '
C. W. M. SMITH,
EDWARD LK. OSBORN.
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