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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

 GUSTINE SNOWDEN WHITE,

OF FRANKLIN,

PENNSYLVANIA.

RECORD-BOOK.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent ﬁe. 587,167, dated July 27, 1897%.

Applieetion filed June 16,1897, Serial No. 641,021,

(No me&el.}

To all whom tt mai corcern-
Be it known that I, GUSTINE. SNOW’DEW

WHITE, a citizen of the United States, residing |
-ab F1a111{1m in the county of Venanﬂo :;md

State of Pennsylvama have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Record-
Books; and I do herebydeclare the following
to be a full clear, and exact description of the
Invention, such as will enable others skilled

in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

The invention relates especially to books

for indexing and abstracting the records of
liens, mmtﬂ‘ages and tmnsfers of title to real
estate and other property, as well as the

transactions of courts of record, such as judg- |

ments, orders, decrees, &e. Tt i is illustrated
and deseubed herein as adapted to judg-
ment-indexes” only; but I would have it un-
derstood that it is adapted without change
in principle of operation to other uses, among
which may be mentioned the keepmﬂ* of rec-
ords of bills and notes discounted in banks
and therecordsof policies ininsurance offices.

The principal object of the invention is to
facilitate the work of searching the records,
and this is accomplished by domg away with
the necessity of referring from one book to
another or from an 111de1 to different pages

of the same book to find all the entmes or

1tems under a given name or designation and
enabling the seerehel first, to ascertain at a
olance Whethel there 1S more than one such
entry in the book, and, second, in case there

be a plurality of such entri ies to enable him

to find a complete list of the same grouped
together on a single page.

Othel objects of the invention are to facili-
tate the writing up of the books and to en-
able the whole “of ‘each book to be used up
completely by filling up all the pages in regu-
lar progression from beginning to end with-
out leaving any portion unfilled or wasted.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein, as before stated,
1 have only shown 1ts adaptetlon to what are
known as ‘‘judgment-indexes.”

Referring to the drawings, Ifigure 1 repre-
sents a doul ble-numbered page of the body of

50 a book embodying my invention, the left-

henc halt being shown in the upper part of
the figure and the right-hand half in the lower
part; and Fig. 2 represents one page of the
alphabetlcal mdex Iin the front part of the
book.

Technically speaking, the upper part of
Fig. 1 shows one page of the book and the
1owe1 part the suceceeding page; but in such
large books it is customary to double number
them—thet is to say, to give the two pages
that face each other the same number—and
the two pages then become one in practice,
and 1t I8 in this sense that I use the term
““page” herein, though I would have it un-
derstood that where 1t 18 practicable to make
the pages wide enough to contain all the
ruled columns and other spaces the double-
numbering need not be employed and each
page (the part that is herein called a *‘ half-
page”) may be complete in itself and have
its own separate ruling and number.

In Kig. 1 that portlon of the page extend-
ing h01 izontally from the left-hand edge in
the upper part of the figure to the pomt a in
the lower part constitutes what may be called
the ‘“day-book” or ‘“‘register” part of the
page, because on this part the items are en-
tered successively as they are received with-
out any attempt to group together those that
come under the same name, heading, or des-
ignation. This partof the peﬂ"e 1S 1uled hori-
zonta,llv as usual, to receive the entries, one

on each line, and 1s also provided with verti-

cal columns t0 contain data appropriately de-
scriptive otf the items entered on the horizon-
tal lines.

That portion of the page extending from

the point a to the right-hand edge eonst1tutes

what might not ma,ppmpuately be termed
the “ledn*er” part, for the reason that the
ruling (columnm and horizontal) on this part

'bears substantially the same relation to that

on the other part of the page that the ruling

of the usual ledger does to that of the OI‘dl-

nary day-book, a,nd for the further reason
that this part of the page is adapted to have
the entries from all the pages of the book

that would properly come under the same

name or heading grouped together in ledger-

like arrangement.
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for one item.
of books constructed in accordaunce with my |

o

Later on 1 will describe and explain the
particular ruling of the book herein illus-
trated, but I will state at this point that this
feature of the book forms no part of my in-
vention and may be varied to suit the require-
ments of particularcases.

page will have only the usual correspondence
with that of the other which characterizes the
relation between the or dinm} day-books and
ledgers of a boohheepel s set.

Th_e only point wherein the 100*151@1* or, as
herein shown, the left-hand part of the pages
of my book, differs

ing “‘ Item number.” This column is an es-
sential feature of my invention and is pro-
vided to contain numbers denoting the items

entered, there beingone number foreach hori-

aeh suech line being intended
In the manufaetme and sale

zontal 111]0.. and

invention I greatly prefer to have these item-
numbers in the column 6 printed in when
the books come from the hand of the maker;

but if for any reason it should be preferred

not to do this the column may simply be
ruled and headed by the maker in blank, and
the numbers may be written in afterward by
the user. Inthe drawingsI have shown this
item-number columnat the extreme left-hand

. stde of the page, but it may be otherwise lo-
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cated, if desired, though I regard the loca-
tion herein chosen as the most convenient
and desirable. Another essential feature of
the invention connected with this column is
that the item-numbers contained in it should
have a certain known relation to the number
of pages in the book, as follows: The book
illustrated 1n the accompanying drawings is
devoted to surnames be**mmnn with the let-
ter ““N” and is supposed to contain just one
hundred (100) pages, and, as will be scen by
reference to Ifig. 1, 111 numbers in the col-
uamn b begin w ith one hundred and one, (101.)
Of course there may be any number of pages
in the bool, but whatever this number may
be the numbelS in the item-number column
must begin above that of the pages in the
book, or, 1n other words, the smallest item-
number or the number of the first item en-
tered must exceed the highest page-number
in the book. Ihave shown the item-numbers
arranged consecutively, and this would or-
(1111&1‘113 bethearrangement, but, if preferred,

this consecutive ar mnnement may be de-
parted from, the only 05%811L131 thing in this
connection bem o that cach and all ihe 1tem-
numbers should be greater than the greatest
number denoting the pages in the book. 1
have also shown the item-numbers as beoin-
ning with the number next above the hwhe%t
page-number, but this is also not esqentml

as all that is necessary is that they should
begin with some number higher than the
number denoting the last page in the book.

Moreover,asabove
cxplained, the ruling of the one part of the

from the ruled pages of -
similar books is the column 6 with the head-

‘q
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There 1s nothing in that part of the page to
the right of the point a, or the *‘ ledger-ruled”

part, as it might be ealled, requiring explana-

tion or dosenptmu in connecuon with this
item-number column, except, perhaps, to
state what would 01(]111&11]37 he understood
by those skilled in the art—viz., that said col-
umn is duplicated in the ledger part.  Ilere,
however, it would of neccessity be a blank
column to be filled up only as the items ave
orouped together from the other pages, and
the numbers would seldom, if ever, follow in
the order in which they are ari .‘;‘mﬁ‘ed in the
column O on the other part of the page.
Referring now to the second sheet of the
aeeompﬂn}?ing drawings, I'ig. 2 represents
one page of an alphabetical index by Chris-

30

tlan names that is arranged in the front part

of the book-—viz., the page containing ail
surnames under the Jetter “N7” where the
Christian name begins with ““C” and where
the first vowel of all the surnames is either
1, ““0,” ““u” or **y.” 1 prefer to print at
the top of all the pages of this index an ex-
planation of or key to the method of number-
ing heretoforedescribed, as follows: ** Names
indexed 100 and under refer to the pages of
this book upon which may be found on the
right-hand side of the page designated by
this index a list of all judgments or liens en-
tered against anydefendant. Namesindexed
above 100 refer to the number of the judg-
ment orlien, and defendants soindexed have
but one judgment or lien against them.” Of
course 1t is not essential to print these direc-
tions anywhere in the bool, hut it 1s desir-
able on many accounts to do so, and in a
book of a greater or less number of pages
than one hundred (100) the directions would
vary accordingly. The only essential fea-
ture of the pages of this alphabetical index
18 that they should have spaces for both the
item-numbers and the numbers denoting the
pages of the boolk. "These spaces may con-
sist of columns ¢ d, one for the item-numbers
and one for the page-numbers, but, 1f desired,
the ruled columnsmay be replaced by simple
spaces to receive the numbers. I 1e rard the
columnar arrangement, however, Lhe more
desirable.

The pages of the alphabetical index need
not, of course, be numbered, as they are
designated in the usual way by the letters of
the alphabet arranged on the margins, as
shown at the right of I? 1. 2. It is necessary,
however, that the pages of the body of the
book be numbered, and the essential require-
ment 1s, as has already been stated in a differ-
ent way, that the numbers denoting the pages
should all be lower than the lowest numbel
denoting the items entered.

The construction of the book and the ar-
rangement of its parts having thus been de-
seribed, I will now explain the mode of using
1t in pmetlce making reference to the :51,1'b1-

| trary entries on the re epresentation of the
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Hopkins.
‘and the names of the plaintiff and defendant
are entered in the
headings of the other columns are sufficiently

pages contained in the accowpanying draw-

It being rememberad that,as before Sta-ted,

‘the book shown in the drawings is what is

known as a ‘“‘judgment-index”’—that is to
say, an index to the transactions of a court
of record—the items as they are received by
the clerk or prothonotary are entered con-
secutively on the horizontal lines correspond-
ing to the numbers in the column b, this
method of entry proceeding regularly and
continuously until the book is used up, each

Ppage being completely filled before the suc-

ceeding one is begun and each book being
also entirely written up, leaving no blank or
unused spaces, before another is required.
According tothe present illustration the first
item in the book is a judgment against one
Charlotte Noyes'in a suit brought by II. J.
1This is entered on the first line,

proper columns. The

- explanatory of other deseriptive data that it
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may be desired to record in connection with

this judgment, and I will not, therefore, refer
. to them all.

As soon as this item has been
entered, as above described, it is indexed on
the appropriate page of the alphabetical in-
dex, and the number of the item is also noted

in the column headed ‘“‘Item number,” as

shown attheright of Fig.2. Solongasthere
1$ only one item under the name of Charlotte
Noyes the single entry on the first line of the
body of the book is a complete history of all
recorded transactions under that name, but

where there are a plurality of entries under |

any one name or designation it is essential, in
order to enable the searcher to refer to them
all at one time, to group them together from

the several pages where the entries are made
onto one page, after the manner of a ledger-

account.

- Referring again to the drawings, it will be

noted that the second and fourth entries re-

late to judgments against other parties, but

that the third and fifth are other judgments
against Charlotte Noyes. All these are en-
tered in the order in which they are received
and are indexed as the first one was; bui
when the clerk comes to index the second en-
try under Charlotte Noyes’s name he notes
at once that there is already an entry under
that name, and instead of putting the num-
ber of the second entry in the item-number
column, as he did in the case of the first en-
try, he puts the number of the page whereon
this second item was entered in the column
headed ‘‘ Page number.” This indicates a
plurality of items under the name of Char-

- lotte Noyes, and he therefore proceeds to

65

group all these together on the right-hand or
ledger-like side of the page where the second
entry occurred, making a conecise tabular

statement of all said items, as shown at the

 right of the lower half of Fig. 1. No further
| entry 18 now required in the alphabetical in-

dex for the reason that the number in the
page-number column indicates the point in
the book where all items under this name
may be found. All thatisnecessary as other
items coming under this name have to be en-
tered is to post them after entryin the usual

‘way,asfirst described,in the ledger-like state-

ment on the proper page.

Such being the construction and manner of
using my book, it will be noted that instead
of dividing it up into sections, each contain-
Ing a number of pages for entries coming un-
der all Christian names beginning with a cer-
tain letter, I provide for writing up the whole
book from the beginning throughout, page by
page, until all are filled before another book
1s required and that I combine with this fea-
ture a provision for bringing together at one
point all the entries under the same name or
designation. This I believe to be entirely
novel in this class of books, and it is accom-
plished by having the pages uniformly ruled
and designated throughout, so that the en-
tries may proceed from page to page without
regard to the Christian names and by divid-
ing the pages into the two parts already de-

scribed and providing them with the column -
foritem-numbers,together with the provision

of an alphabetical index having lines for the

surnames or the names of the items and col-

umns or spaces for the numbers that denote
the items as well as those that indicate the
pages, the numbers of the items being higher
than the number of pages in the book.

What I claim and desire to secure is—

1. An index-book consisting of numbered
pages uniformly designated so as to adapt the
book for the entry of items in consecutive or-
der throughout, one portion of each page be-
ing provided with headed columns for data de-
scriptive of the items, and a separate column
for numbers progressing regularly through
the book and denoting the items, and another
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portion of each page being ruled to adapt it

for grouping together in ledger-like arrange-
ment a plurality of items under one name or
heading from the other pages, combined with
an alphabetical index having spaces for the
names of the items in the book, and for sep-
arate reference-numbers corresponding re-

spectively to the numbers of the items, and

the numbers of the pages of the book where
the aforesaid ledger-like grouping of items
OCCUrs. |
2. An index-book consisting of numbered
pages uniformly designated so as to adapt the
book for the entry of items in consecutive or-
der throughout, one portion of each page be-
ing provided with headed columns for data de-
seriptive of the items, and a separate column
for numbers progressing regularly through
the book and denoting the items, and another
portion of each page being ruled to adapt it
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for grouping together in ledger-like arrange- | the aforesaid ledger-like grouping of items
ment a plarality of items under one name or | occurs. | 10
heading from the other pages, combined with In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
an alphabetical index containing the names | in presence of two witnesses.

5 of the items in the book, and also containing GUSTINE SNOWDEN WIIITE.
separate reference - numbers corresponding Witnesses:
respectively to the numbers of saiditems,and M. ANGELO IIRSCH,

tothenumbers of thepages of the book where DBENJ. W. BREDIN.
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