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Lo all whom it may concer:
Be 1t known that I, JOEN OWEN, a citizen

of the United States Of America, re81dmg at

Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Hose-

Bridges, of which the following is a specifica-

tion, 1eference being had thereln to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
nseful improvementsin hose-bridges, and has
for its object to construct a bridge which may
be readily placed upon the tr aeks of street-
car lines and the like, so as to permit the cars
to pass over the line or lines of hose that

may be laid across the track in the event of
a fire, and thus allow the travel of the cars
over the line to be unmterlupted during the
time that the hose remains across the tlaek
and the invention further aims to provide a
cover to fit over the cross-braces connecting
the bridge on each rail, so that the travel of
Vehieles may also be unintet'rupted; and to
this end the invention congsists in the novel
constiruction, combination, and arrangement
of parts to be hereinafter more specifically
deseribed, and paﬂ_ ticularly pointed outin the

- claims,
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In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence 18 had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of thisspecification,and where-
in like letters of reference indicate similar
parts throughout theseveral views, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective, view of my im-
proved bridge placed in position on the rail,
the cross-bars thereof being broken away.
IFig. 2 1s a top plan view of the bridge with a
cover for the cross-bars in position. - Fig. 3
1s a side view of the bridge; and FKFig. 418 a
sectional view of a portionof thecover, show-

ing one of the clamps which engage the CrOSS-

braees and prevent the cover fr Om moving,
Referring to the drawings by reference- 1et—

ters, a represents the 1ail or bridge proper,

which is curved to an easy gradse cmd 18 pro-

- vided with uprights or standardsb, which are
~adapted to rest upon the head or ‘tread POT-

5o

tion of the rail c. The bridge or rail is fur-
ther provided with standards or plates d,
adapted to rest upon the flange portion of the

- rall ¢, and also form elamps to receive the
heads e, formed on the ends of the connect-
ing cross-braces f, the flange of the rail or
bridge being provided with apertures g di-

L3

being inserted therein.
are pivotally connected by bars i, which per-
mit of the same folding fogether when re-
moved from their position in the bridge, and
in order to allow the uninterrupted travel of
vehicles as well as the cars I have provided
a cover k, formed in sections suitably hinged
together, so as to permit of the same folding
on and conforming to the grade of the bridge,
and pivotally secured tothe underneath face
of this coverare clamps [ [, which engage over

the cross-braces f and prevent the longitudi-

nal movement of the cover, the same being

prevented from any transverse movement by

the tread that is formed on the bridge or
rail q.
The bridge or rail ¢ may be eonstl ucted so

as to eonfmm to the style of the rail, thus

permitting the same to lie firmly therem and
by the ana,nﬂement of the ¢lamps which en-
gage on the ﬂancre of the rail and the cross-
b1 aces locking W:Lthm said clamps when placed
in their position the bridge 1s prevented from
moving and the caris permitted to rideeasily
over the same without detriment to the lines
of hose which have beenlaid underthe bridge.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and de%we to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Iﬂ a hose-bridge, the combination of the
rail or bridge, provided with standards and
having clamps to receive cross-braces con-
necting the bridge of each rail together, and
diagonal braces pivotally secured to said
cross-braces, whereby they are permitted to
fold together when removed from the bridge,
substantially as shown and described.

2. In a hose-bridge, the bridge or rail hav-
ing standardsengaging the street-rail, clamps
to recelve the heads formed on the ends of
connecting-braces, diagonal braces pivotally

secured tosaid connecting-braces, and a fold-

ing cover for the braces, said cover carrying
clampsadapted to engagethe cross-braces and
hold the cover in p081t10n Substantlally as
shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my mgnature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN OWEN

Witnesses:
- JOHN NOLAND,
THOS. M. BOYD JT,

[ rectly over the clamps to admit of the heads 55
The cross-braces f
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