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Lo ail whom & may concerv: S
Beitknownthatl, ALBERT G. DUCK, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Waynes-

burg, in the county of Stark and State of

‘Ohio, have invented a new and useful Mu-

sical Insbr ument, of thh the following is a
specification.

My invention. 161&1;89 130 Stmnﬂ'ed musical
instr uments designed for use in pl&y]_lw.a,c—
companiments for the voice or a solo instru-
ment, for which purpose the strings thereof
are tuned to produce a harmonic chord when
played *“open” or when *‘ stopped ’ at elther
of the frets with which the finger-board is
provided, the strings being adapted to be
picked with the ﬁnﬁel S Or by means of a plec-
trum..

Further objects and advantmes of the in-

vention will appear in the follownw descrip-

tion, and the novel features Lhel*eof will be
13&11:10111&1]3 pointed out in bhe appended
claim.

In the drawings, Ifm are 1 is a perspective

view of an instrument embodying myinven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a detail view in perspective
of the rest and finger-board detached. Fig.
5 is a detall view of the stop by which the
strings may be brought 111130 contact withany
desned fret. -
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding partsin all the figures of the draw-

ings.
1 deswnates Lhe hollow body of the instru-

'111611’0 provlded Wlth an opening 2 in its upper

side.

3 1epreseuts* the peﬂs at the tail end of the
instrument, to wlneh the ends of Lhe Strm
4 are secured |

5 represents the bridge over w hich Lhe
-pegs, which

L are beeured In openings at ﬂle head of the

45

instrument..
7 represents an inclined rest m*l*a,nﬁed near

the tuning-pegs at the head of Lhe instru-
ment, and S represents a finger-board which

is raised above the plane ot the upper surface

of the body of the instrument and is integral

with said rest. 'T'his finger-board may be

provided with raised flets, as shown in the
‘5o drawings, or not, as may be preferred.
~ Any desired number of strings may be em- |

| ployed in connection with the improved in-

strument, and theyare tuned in such a man-
ner that when stopped at any one of the frets
the open or sounding portions of the strings

form a chord, whel eby the instrument is
played by St()ppm all of the strings simul-
taneously at the same {ret, and therefore may
be played by means of a stop such as shown

in Kig. 3, which extends across and 1s adapted.

to depress all of the strings simultaneously.
The strings may be picked between the lower
end of the finger-board and the bridge in the
ordinary way with the fingers or with a plec-
trom, such as is used in connection with man-
dolins.
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In orderthatthe open portionsof the strings

may form a harmonie chord when stopped-at
any one of the frets on the finger-board, the
strings are turned to form such a chord when
open,andin thedrawingslhaveillustratedthe
strings as tuned to form the tones represent-
ed by the letters G D & B D. DBy adopting
this tuning for the strings a chord will be
formed by the open portions of the strings
when stopped simultaneously at any one of
the Irets by means of the device shown in
Kig. 3.

Assume, for ingtance
play an or dmary aceompdmment in the key
of . The open strings will form the tonic
chord of the scale, if the strings are fretted
at the fifth fret from the upper end or the
fret which will produce C on the base or low-
ermost string the chord produced will be C K
G or thechord of the subdominant, and if the
strings are fretted at the seventh fret, or that
which is necessary to produce D on the base
or lowermost string, the chord produced will
be D, I sharp, A, or the dominant chord of G.
In other words, any chord having the compo-
sition of a major third and a fifth-—as, for in-
stance, the chord of the tonic and the chords
of the subdominant and dominant—may be
produced on this instrument by stopping the
strings at the proper frets, and hence accom-
paniments in any major key, provided sald
accompaniments are 1est1*1(3ted to those three
chords, may be played.

I‘rom the above description it will be seen
that this instrument 1s adapted for use in ac-
companying the voice or a solo instrument
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, that it 1s desired to
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and 1s so constructed as to be played by a
person having little or no knowledee of mu-
sic or its composition, the stop, which in
length 1s equal to the width of the finger-
board,being employed to stop all of the strings
at any desired fret and the strings being
picked either in succession, in any desired
order, or simultaneously, as preferred, to pro-
duce the desired wvariety, the fundamental
notes ot the several chords being indicated at
the side of the finger-board by letters refer-
ring tothe bass string, as shown in the draw-
ngs.

T'he stop shown in Iig. 3 is provided with
laterally-projecting ears and has its bearing
edge covered with suitable material to stop
or fret the strings.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim 18—

A mausical instrument for accompanying 2
purposes, comprising a sounding-board,a fin-
ger-board provided -with raised frets, and
strings adapted to bhe tuned to produce a har-
monic chord, and a separate stop consisting
of asingle piece of material, of a length suffi-
cient to span the finger-board and having
laterally-extending ears to be erasped by the
hand, said stop designed to be moved to stop
the strings at any fret to produce chords in
any lkey within the scope of the instrument
during the playing of a piece, substantially
as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT G, DUCK.

Witnesses:
J. W. LACOCK,
FRED GRUBER.
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