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To all whom it may concerve:

Be it known that I, WiLriam J. I‘DRGUSON
‘& citizen of the Umted States, residing at Bal-
timore, in the State of Malylcmd haﬁve in-

N 5 Vented certain new and useful Improvements
- inThimbles, of which the follownw IS & spem- |

fication.

This invention has for its obJeet to provide
thimbles which are used for sewing with the

10 ordinary needle, with a thread- cutter of 1m-
proved conthuetwu and made part of the

thimble.

The invention is 111ust1 ated in the accom-
| panying drawings, in which—
15 Kigurel is a side view of a thimble having
- the i Improved thread-cutter. Fig. 2 is also a
side view of the thimble, taken in a different
- position.
thimble, showmo the peculmuty of the cut-
20 ter blade
The thimble is of the ordinary kmd made
of metal. Below the usual pits, located at a,
which receive the end of aneedle when push-—

ing the needle through the fabrie, is usua,lly'

25 a smooth belt-snlraee D, ad,]omuw the rim c.
1he improved cutter-blade d is formed in

- said smooth surface and the blade is 1ntegral
with the metal wall of the thimble. The
blade is formed by making a V—sha,ped cut

30 or slit e in said wall, and the point of the

blade d is bent outward slightly, as seen in
Figs. 1 and 2.

The blade is slightly twisted on its base-—-—-—-— |

thatis, one inclined edge d' stands off farther
25 from the slit ¢ than the other inclined edge d>.

By this peculiar construction all the euttmﬂ'_
isdevolved on that edge d? which is closer to.
This edge d2 of the blade :zmd the

the slit.

I‘w 318 a cross-section view of the

- corresponding ed g3 of the slit compn%e a
shear which does the cutting exclusively. 4o
Thereissomuch space between the other edge

d’ and the corr espondmﬂ‘ edge of the slit that '

the thread will passin and out of sald space
freely without being cut. Atthe base of the

‘blade and the bOttom of the space between 43
the non-cutting edge d’' and slit is a smooth
or rounded-out opening f.

. This allows that
part of the thread which extends across the
inner side of the blade and which has been
cut by the opposite edge d? to be drawn out 50
freely without scraping the thread end. |
The thimble is used in the ordinary man-

'-nel and when it is desired to cut or break

the ‘thread the blade d is engaged therewith

1n a manner that will be 1ead11y understood. 55
LT'he thimble may be made of metal that

will magnetize, and by havingit permanently

magnetized it will serve to plck up needles.
IIano thus described my invention, what

I claim is— 60

A metal thimble havmﬂ a cutter-blade in-
tegral with the wall of the thimble, sald blade

-partly separated from said wall b a V-slit,
the point of the blade bent outwald shn'htly
and having one inclined edge of the blade 65
standing oft from the slif falther than the

other 11101111@61 edge so that only one edge cuts
the thread, and also having at the base of the

non-euttlm‘ edge a smooth or rounded-out
-ODenmg, as set fmth 70

e

In testimony whereof I af

X my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.

| WILLIAM J. FERGUSON.
WVltnesses |
CHAS. B. MANN, J r.

LEE I. VAN IIORN
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