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- proved mail-box which can be opened both |
from the inside of the door and the outside
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1o all whom it may concern: |

Beit known that I, WiLLIAM Mc ENDREE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Min-
den, in the county of Pottawattamle and State
of Iow& have invented certain new and use-
ful Implovements in Mail-Boxes; and I do

“herebydeclare the following to be a full clear,

and exact description of the mventlon such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to whleh
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to mail-boxes.

My object is to provide a highly-superior

matl-box especially adapted for use on the
doors of residences, offices, &ec., in places
where the carrier system prevallq S

A further object is the provision of an im-

thereof.

A still further object is to provide a door
mail-box which can only be opened from the
outside by unlocking and will sound an alarm
when being opened.

Having Lhese objects in view, the invention

CoNnsists 0f certain novel features and combi--

nations appearing more fully hereinafter.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sectional side elevation showmo' the mail-

box closed; Fig. 2, a like view, but showing
1t open ; F]'D‘ 3 a flont view, and Fig. 4 a de-

tall view of the locking mechanism.

The mail-box casing is designated by the
numeral 1, while 2 is a section of an ordinary
door. Tha,t portion of the casing which ex-
tendsintothe apartmentis inclined upwardly,
and the top of the box is provided with a

hinged lid 3, so that the owner can remove

the mail without being obliged to go outside.
The front of the box is plovlded with flanges

4, which are preferably sunk flush with the

face of the door and secured thereto by SCrews

or other fastening devices.

I provide a downwardly swinging cdoor 5,
which is hinged on a round hmﬂ'e-bar 6. One
Or more Springs 7 tend to throw the door open,
and the door and anges may be made as or-
namental as the owner desn es. Nearthe up-
per edge of the swinging door there IS an in-
wardly -projecting eatch 8. There is a piv-

oted locking catch-lever 9, whose head is
thrown down and adapted for enn'wement

| with the catch by a coil- -spring 9'.

{ key and pushes the strips backwalﬂ
movement causes the bell to ring and also

is situated at the top of the 1‘)0*{

A cylindrical lock-casing 10, having an
outer face 11, is located in the door 2 Imme-
diately above.the mail-box. The face 11 is
provided with two slits 12 for the i insertion of

This lever
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a key 13, consisting of two thin flatarmsand

thumb button.

the mail-carrier, so that only he can open the
box from the outmde T'he lock-casing is pro-

vided with a partition 14, having slots 15 in

coincidence with those in the fdce 11.
lock consists of two thin

The
at strips16 and 17,

whwh are connected fogether by a phmﬂel

A coil-spring 19, eneuchnﬂ' the strips 16
emd 17 and 111telposed between the plunger

and partition, is the means for forcing the

lock outward.
with a rack 20.
The numeral 21 desw nates a gong or bell,

The upper strip16ispr ovided

and 22 a pivoted cl.fbpper whose free end rides

on the rack-bar.

There is a pivoted tripping- 1eve1 25, which .

18 connected to strip 16 by a slot-and- stop con-

nection 24, and this lever is provided with a
‘head 25, Whlch rests on the free end of the
catch- lever S. |

The operation is as follows: The owner re-

‘moves his mail through the top of the box.

When the carrier comes along, he inserts his
This

moves the tripping-lever, depresses the rear
end of the catch-lever, and allows the door-
spring to open the door. On the removal of

ThIS keyis in the hands of .

6c

75

S0

the key and the closing of the deor the parts

return to normal posu;mn
It is to be understood that I do not limit
myself to the precise construction herein

titled to all sueh mrmmons as come within

‘the spirit and scope of the invention.

Having thus described the mvemﬁuon what
18 ela1med as new is |

- 1. In a mail-box, the eombmatlon with the

- box proper, of a dom therefor, a catch adapt-
ed for engagement with the dom to hold the

same closed, a lock comprising an. elongated
guide-casing and a spring- -actuated membel
movable lontrltud inally therein, an Independ-

| ent .fmd detacha,ble push key adapted for in-

9>

“shown and described, but consider myself en-
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sertion in the case to move the member, and |

an operative connection between the said
member and the cateh that locks the door,
sald parts being so disposed and related that
when the member is moved by the insertion

of the key, the catch will be tripped and the
door released. |

2. In a mail-box, the combination with the
box proper, of a door adapted to close the
same, a pivoted spring-actuated catch-lever
adapted to lock said door, a lock comprising
a casing and a spring-actuated member mov-
able therein, a push-key adapted for inser-
tion 1n the casing to move the spring-actu-
ated member, and a pivoted tripping-lever ac-
tuated by the movement of the said member
and brought into engagement with the catch-
lever, whereby the door is released.

3. In a mail-box, the combination with the
box, of a door therefor, a pivoted catch-lever
adapted to engage with said door to hold the
same locked, a spring-actuated member, a
casing housing said member, a push-key for

585,777

moving the member, and a pivoted tripping-
lever having a head or cam end adapted to
ride on the catch-lever and move the same,

and its other end connected by a slot-and-

stop connection to the slidable spring-pressed
member. .

4. In a mail-box, the combination with the
box proper, of a door therefor, a lock com-
prising aspring-actuated member, a rack con-
nected to sald member, a gong or bell, a clap-
per adapted to ring said gong and having a
portion riding on the rack, releasable catch
mechanism actuated by said member and
adapted to hold the door closed when not ac-
tuated, and a key for moving the member.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. '

WILLIAM McCENDREE.

YWitnesses: |
J. H. C. STUHR,
J. M. CoAmrs.
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