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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, GEORGE JOHN KELLY,

~acitizen of the United States, residing at New-
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-port, In the county of 011ea,ns and State of

Vermont, have invented certain new and use-
fal Improvements in Hangers for Picture-
Rods; and I do hereby deelme the following
to bea full, clear, and exact description of the
Invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to means for hann'mﬂ'
picture-rods and pictures on a wall of a room,
hall, apartment, or any other place.

Tt is well known that the ordinary practice

~of fastening a picture rod or molding to a

wall eontemplates the employment of nalls
which are usually driven through a lip or
flange on the back edge of the moldmﬂ' or rod,
whlch requires care and dlscr1m1nat10n not
only in adjusting the molding to make it par-
allel to the line of the ceiling, but also re-

quires care in driving the nails to avoid in-

jury tothe finished surface of therod. Again,

when the room is to be papered, painted, or
otherwise decorated the moldmﬂ* or rod has
to be taken down, leaving unswhtlv holes in
the wall and fr equently resulting in such in-
jury to the molding itself as to render it unfit
for service again. .I aim to overcome these

objections by the provision of a smlple cheap

hangeradapted to be easily fastened in proper
plaee on the wall to receive the molding or
rod and to hold it securely in place Wlthout
requiring the rod to be fastened directly to
the wall through the agency of nails orserews,

whereby the wall and rod are saved from mu-

tilation and the molding may be removed and

replaced with the same ease and facility as
pictures may be hung and adJusted

- A further object of 1 my invention is to make
the hanger or support adjustable to rods or

moldmﬂ*s of different widths, thus making the

device apphoable umversally to the various
kinds of picture rods or moldings which may
be used. I construet the hanger in sections,

“one or both of which are adgustable length-

wise and held together by suitable means,
and said extensible members carry means for

clamping the picture-molding securely in

place between themselves.
Pleture-rods are sometlmec; placed at an

| in Ventlon

sists of two flat plates 2

nﬂ‘le in a room or hall, and to adapt the
11.~_mﬂ*el to such conditions I provide it with
means whereby the angularly-arranged rod
may besecurely held in place while the hanger
itself oceupies a plumb or vertical pomtmn to
sustain the weight of the molding and the
picture hung thel eon to the best advantaﬂ'e
I also pr ovide the hanger with means for se-

carely and posttively gripping the molding

without injury to the ornamental sur faJce

| thereof and without regard to any extent of

the adjustment or 1enﬂ1311 of the hanger.

Other objects and advanta 0es of the i inven-
t1011 will be hereinafter more fully set forth
in the detailed description of the preferred
embodiment thereof.

1o enable others to understand my inven-
tion, I have illustrated the same in the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation showing a picture
rod or molding suspended from a wall by
hangers construetea in accordance with my
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation, the
hanger being shown in edge view and the
molding 1n transverse section. Fig. 3is a de-
tail perspective view of the hanger with the
molding omitted. Fig. 4 is a vertical central
sectional view through the hanger. Figs. 5,
6, 7, and 8 are perspective views of the vari-

ous parts of the hanger detached one from the

other. Kig. 9 is a detail view of a picture-
hook adapted for use in connection with my
improvements. Fig.10isan elevation show-
ing a picture-rod with 1ts horizontal and in-
elined lengths sapported by my improved

‘hangers.

Like numerals of reference denote corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
Ings.

In the preferred embodlment of my inven-
tion I construct the hanger 1 of sheet metal
and with an extensible body or shank. The
shank or body of the hanger preferably con-
5, coupled together
by a slidable joint, and these members of the
hanger carry the foot-clamp 4 and the top
elamp 5, which clamps are arran oged to receive
and hold the molding, rod, or bar between
themselves. As shown, the foot-clamp 4 oc-

cupies a relatively stationary position on the
| member 2; but the top clamp 5 is carried by
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a slide 0, which is fitted to the member 3 to
adjust the top clamp longitudinally on the
haneer and toward or from the foot-clamp.
The member 2 has an enlarged rounded lower
extremity in which is formed an are-shaped
slot 7, and said member 2 is further provided
with turned-up flanges 8 8 at the side cdges
thercof and with a series of apertures 9 be-
tween the side flanges, the latter serving as
the guides for the member 3 of the hanger.
This last member 3 of the hanger is provided
at its side edges with turned-up flanges 10,
that serve as the guides for the movable slide
G of the top elamp 5, and said flanged edges
of the member 3 are fitted within the flanges
S S of the member 2, whereby said members
are joined togetherin a manner to permitthem
to be extended to accommodate the hanger
to the moldings or rods of different widths
or diameters. T'he member 3 of the hanger
is also provided with a series of apertures
11 between the side flanges 10 thereof, and
these apertures are adapted to coincide with
the apertures 9 in the member 2. Through
one or more of the alined aperturesin the two
hanger members may be passed one or more
screws 12, which serve the twotold purpose
of holding the members 1n their adjusted po-
sitions and of fasteningthe hanger to the wall,
into which the serews 12 are adapted to em-
bed themselves.

Theupperextremity of the member o 18 pro-
vided with an enlarged head 13, which may
be struek up as an integral part of the mem-
ber or made in a separate piece and attached
thereto, and in this head is a transverse slot
14, through which is passed a screw or nail,
as at 15, to assist in fastening the hanger on
the wall.

Kach member 2 3 of the hanger i1s struck
up from a single piece and .bent to form the
ouide - flanges, thus producing the hanger
cheaply and rapidly. The slide 6 is likewise
struck up from a single piece or blank with
angular sides and projecting flanges 16, that
are adapted to fit in the side flanges 11 of the
member 3. This slide i1s raised or projects
out {from the hanger, so as to present the
upper clamp 5 1n position to bear upon the
upper edges of the molding or rod. The up-
per end of the slide 1s formed with a thumb-
piece 18 for convenient adjustment of the
slide, and the lower end of the slide 1s formed
or provided with a chisel point or prong 19,
which 1s adapted, when the slide 1s pressed
down to adjust the clamp 5 upon the mold-
g or rod, to penetrate or be forced into the
top of the molding within the recess ust-
ally provided therein, thus positively holding
the molding in place, in addition to clamp-
ing it frictionally between the foot and top
clamps 4 5.

The top and foot clamps may be carried on
the member 2 and the slide 6 to occupy rela-
tively fixed positions on said parts, while said
clamps areof course adjustable with the mem-
ber 2 and theslide 6; butto make the hanger

applicable to rods or moldings which lie at an
angle to the perpendicular, as is sometimes
the case in halls and rooms, I prefer to make
the top and bottom clamps adjustable at an
angle to the longitudinal axis of the hanger.
To attain these ends, I preferably attach the
top clamp 5 to the adjustable slide 6, so that
it may be swung thereon either to the right
or left, and the lower clamp 4 is also attached
pivotally to the member 2 for a likke purpose.
The slide 6 has an aperture 20, adapted to
register with one of the apertures in the shank
or body of the hanger to permit a fastening
serew or nail 21 to be passed through said
apertures and into the wall for the purpose
of holding the slide and top clamp securely
in place. Said top clamp is struck up pret-
erably from a single picee of metal, and it is
doubled upon itself to provide the projecting
lip 23, a stud or pin 24 being rigidly attached
to the clamp near its outer end. This top
clamp is curved or otherwise shaped to pro-
vide a proper bearing-surface to rest upon
the top edge of the molding or rod, and it 1s
pivoted to the slide 6 at the point indicated
at 25. The lip 23 and stud 24 are for usc 1n
connection with the picture-cord hools, pres-
ently described.

The foot-clamp 4 is struck up {rom a sin-
ole piece of sheet metal and bent to provide
a proper surface for the lower cdge of the
molding or rod to rest upon, and said foot-
clamp is pivoted to the member 2 at 26, said
pivot being at the center of the circle, from
which is struek the are-shaped slot in the
member 2. The eclamp 4 has an aperture
28, that coincides with the arc-shaped slot,
through which is passed a nail or screw 29
for holding the clamp 4 in proper position.
Said foot-clamp is further provided with a
struck-up lip 30, that extends from the face
of the clampandserves asa means for engag-
ing a picture-cord therewith,whereby the cord
may be adjusted to engage with said lip 30
in & manner to cause the picture to hang in
a level position.

In the use of my hangers in supporting a
rod or molding it may on~cur thatone or more
of the hangers occupy a position immediately
over the place where it is desirable to hanga
picture. To meettheseconditions, I havede-
vised a picture-hook, (indicated at 32 in the
drawings, which represents a double hook,)
the broad rear end of which is provided with
a series of teeth 33. Therearof this pieture-
hook terminatesin acurved end that extends
downwardly while the front part terminates
in an upwardly-curved hook, over which the
picture cord or wire may be fitted to suspend
the picture as usual. Near its rear end,
within the serrated or toothed edge thereof,
the hook is provided with a transverse slot
34, and it is further provided with a longi-
tudinal slot 35, whichisformed in the upright
shank or part of said hook. A picture-hook

such as deseribed may be used on the rodor
molding in the ordinary way, or i1t may be
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used in connection with the molding-hanger,

slide 6.
end fitted over the rod or molding to rest di-
rectly thereon, and the serrated end of said
hook serves tohold the hook securely in place.

When the hook is to be used in connection
with the hanger, its serrated rear end is

slipped in the space between the back and lip |

of the upper clamp 5 in position for the lip
to fit in the transverse slot 34, and the hook
1s then lowered over the top clamp to rest
thereon and cause the pin or stud of said
clamp to {it in the longitudinal slot 35 of the

hook, whereby the top clamp securely con-

fines the hook against displacement. The
hook, however, may be. fitted directly upon
the rod or molding in the vertical plane of
the hanger, which may be effected by lifting
the slide 6 and clamp 5, placing the hook in
position and then lowering the slide and
clamp until the elamp bears upon the hook,
after which the slide is fastened in place to
confine the hook and the molding in place.
The hangers to be used in supporting a
molding or rod are adjusted to correspond
approximately to the width of the molding or
rod to be used, and then the hangers are fas-
tened in place by the described means, after
which the hangers are ready to receive the
molding or rod.  The latter can be easily

placed in position within the hangers to rest

upon the foot-clamps 4, after which the slides
G are lowered to force the upper clamps 5
down upon the top edge of the molding and
to force the chisel points or prongs into the

- molding, the slides being fastened in place

10

by screws or nails, as shown.

The hangers are securely fastened to the |

wall by nails or serews, which also serve to
hold the several parts in their adjusted posi-
tions, and the clamps and prongs hold the
molding or rod securely in place. All the

~ fastenings for the hangers, except the top

screws that hold the upper end of the mem-
bers 3 and the slides 6, are concealed by the

‘molding orrod. Forsupporting rods or mold-

ings that are arranged in angular positions

~the hanger is fastened in a vertical position

- 50

55

on the wall, the foot-clamp is turned to a
proper position tosupport the rod or molding
and then fastened in place by a screw, and
the top clamp is also adjusted at an angle to
properly bear upon the molding after the lat-
ter has been placed in the hanger, and the

-slide 1s lowered and fastened in place.

The hook 32 may be adjusted with relation

. to the hanger in the manner described, and

: 0o

- convenlent means for unifing the adjacent

after the picture cord or wire has been fitted
to the hook the cord or wire is adjusted to
engage with the lip on the foot-clamp in order
to level the picture and to give the same the
proper slant. The hanger also provides a

ends of - two lengths or sections of the mold-

| by cutting kerfs near the back edge of the
either above or below the top clamp 5 onthe

This nookmay haveits upper curved

molding-sections and inserting therein a thin
piece of sheet metal, which provides a safe
and secure joint, which may .be fitted in the
foot-clamp. |

While I have shown the hanger as having
its clamps adapted to the usual styles of
moldings, I would have it understood that
these clamps may be so shaped and propor-
tioned as toreceive eylindrical or other forms
of picture-rods which it may be desired to use
In rooms or apartments.
- The hanger may be ornamented and embel-
lished in any preferred style to present a neat
and attractive appearance. While I have
described the hanger as made preferably of
sheet metal, I would have it understood that
I donot limit myself to this particular mate-
rial. -

Parts of my invention may be used without
the whole. I donotconfine myself to the de-
tailed construction and arrangement of parts
herein shown and described as the preferred
embodiment of my invention, as T am aware
that the same can be modified by a skilled
mechanic without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing the advantages of myinvention.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. As anewarticle of manufacture, a rod or

70

75

8o

GO

95

molding hanger comprising an extensible

Dbody or shank, a foot-clamp thereon, a slide

connected tosaid body foradjustmentthereon
independently of any extensible adjustment
of the body or shank, and an upper clamp car-
ried by the slide, substantially as and for the
purposes described. -

2. Asanew article of manufacture, a rod or
molding hanger comprising a shank or body,
a lower clampor bearing adjustable at an an-
gle thereto, and an angularly-adjustable up-
per clamp, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described.

3. Asanew article of manufacture, a rod or

‘molding hanger comprising a shank or body,

a lower clamp or rest adjustable at an angle

thereto,aslide,and an adjustable upper clamp

carried by the slide and adjustable at an an-
gle to the shank or body, substantially as de-
seribed. |

4. The combination with a body or shank,
of upperand lower clamps movably connected
with said body or shank for adjustment there-
on in position at an angle with respect to the
length of said body, whereby said clamps may

I1CO
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support arod or molding oecupying a position

ipclined to a horizontal, as set forth.
5. Thecombination with an extensible body

or shank, a foot-clamp on one member of said

body or shank, a slide fitted to move longi-
tudinally on the body or shank independently
of any extensible adjustment thereof, an up-

‘per clamp carried by the slide, and means for

fastening the body or shank in position and

ingorrod. Said ends may be joined together i also for fastening the slide and its clamp in

125
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place after the latter shall have been engaged
with a picture rod or molding, as and for The
purposes described. |

6. As a new article of manufacture, a rod
or molding hanger comprising an extensible
body, a foot eclamp or rest pivoted to one mem-
ber of said body, a slide adjustably fitted on
the other member of the body, and an upper
clamp pivoted to said slide, substantially as
and for the purposes described.

7. As a new article of manufacture, a rod
or molding hanger comprising an extensible
body, a foot rest or clamp adjustably attached
to one member of the body, a slide carried by

the other member of the body, and a top clamp

adjustably attached to said slide, substan-
Lmlly as and for the purposes described.

In a rod or molding hanger, the combi-
nmlon with a body or shank carr ying a foot-
rest, of a slide provided with a chisel point
or prong, substantially as and for the pur-
poses deseribed.

9. In a rod or molding hanger, the combi-
nation with a body or E:hélll]x of an angularly-
adjustable foot-rest, a slide c:zu*ryin o a prong,
and an adjustable jaw also carried by said
slide, as and for the purposes described.

10. A rod or molding hanger provided with
a clamp having a hp and :-’Lstud combined

585,106

with a slotted hook which is fitted to the jaw
to have the lip and stud fit in the slots thereof,
substantially as deseribed. |

11. The combination of a rod or molding
hanger, a foot rest or clamp having a lip for
engagement with a picture-cord, and an up-
per jaw arranged to confine a rod or molding
between itself and the foot rest or clamp, sub-
stantially as described.

12. Arodormolding hanger having an are-
shaped slot at the lower end thereof, an ad-

justable foot rest or clamp pivoted to said
hanger, means for holding said foot-rest in

its adjusted positions, and an upper clamp,
substantially as described.

13. A rod or molding hanger comprising an
extensible body or Slmnk one membel of
which is provided with a 1ongitudinal auide-
way, a foot rest or clamp on one member of
said body or shank, an offstanding slide fitted
to the cuideway on said member, and an up-
per clamp carried by the slide, substantially
as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.,

| GEORGE JOIIN KELLY.

Witnesses:

J. If. LAMBERT,
GERTRUDE LAMBERT.
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