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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARTHA BORCHARDT,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York city, county of New York, and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Ladies’ Skirts, of

‘which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar
letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts. | | |

T'his invention relates to an improvement
in ladies’ skirts, the object of the invention
being to supply an article of this character
which is so eonstructed as to obviate the use
of crinoline or other auxiliary lining there-
for, while at the same time the skirt has the
requisite iullness and shape generally pro-
duced by the use of erinoline,auxiliary skirts,
or other heavy linings.

A further object of the invention is to.
lessen the cost of production by the use of a
series of straight narrow strips of material,
whereby no waste of material is required in

the cutting of the skirt.

The invention will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and specifically set forth in the an-
nexed claim. | |
- In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a dis-
assembled view of the several parts of my
improved skirt shown in blank. Fig. 2 is a

perspective view of myimproved skirt, show-

Ing the sameadjusted tothe bodyof a wearer;
and Fig. 3 isa detail vertical sectional eleva-
tion taken on a line z x of Fig. 2. |
In the practice of my invention I cut from
any suitable material long narrow strips A,
B, C, D, and E, which said strips may be of

any suitable width, but they must be of va-

riable lengths, and in practice the first strip
A is about two yards long; the second strip

B, two yards and a half; the third strip C, |

three yards and a half; the fourth strip, four
yards and a half, and the fifth strip about
six yards, the strips being approximately a

quarter of a yard in width. In assembling |

the strips th ey are connected to each other by a

hem 1, which said hem contains a heavy cord -

2, adapted forstiffening and shaping the skirt.
The several sections forming the skirt are
preferably gathered slightly, and the top sec-
tion at the waist-line is preferably supplied
with an ordinary gathering-string. Each of
the cords connecting the sections increasesin
diameter, and owing to the stiff heavy na-
ture of the said cords the skirt ismaintained
in a bell shape without the use of any aux-
iliary lining or crinoline. The bottom sec-
tion K of the skirt is preferably gathered to
a greater extent than the other sections,

a

whereby a ruffle effect is produced. The

with a heavy cord 3 for maintaining the same
in proper shape. - '

I do not confine myself to the use of gath—
ered sections or of a rutfle upon the hottom
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loweredge of thissaid section is alsoprovided

of the skirt, as it is obvious that under the -

scope of my invention I am entitled to make
the sections plain and smooth, if desirable:
neither do I confine myself to the use of a

specific number of annular sections forming

the skirt. |

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— |

A skirt formed of annular strips of fabrie
seamed together edge to edge, a cord located
ab each seam-line of the skirt for the purpose
of securing the stiffness and rigidity there-
of, and a cord located at the lower edge of
the skirt, the said strips being of different
lengths,whereby the skirt gradually increases
1n width from top to bottom thereof, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
enee of two witnesses, this 29th day of June,
1896. |

MARTHA BORCIIARDT.

Withesses: |
~ MARCELLA G. MCLEAN,
0. C. WINGE.
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