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BeitknownthatI, Isaac M. SLOCUM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Boston
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
futl Improvements in Shoe-Lacings; and I do
hereby declare the following to be 3! f ull, clear,
and exact description of the 1m‘fentmn such
as will enable others skilledin the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, retf-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and tofigures of reference marked there-
on, which f01 m a part of this specification.

ThlS invention relates toshoe-lacings, more
particularly that class employed with shoes
in which the laced-up portions or flaps are
itted in part with eyelets and in part with
lacing-hooks.

My invention is embodied in the construe-
tion of the shoe-lacing, whereby the following
advantages are obtained: primarily to avoid
sl)httmn of the lacing and prevent its catch-
ing or engaging about thelacing hook or stud,
which prevents unlacing of the shoe; sec-
ondly, for increased Stl‘e]]ﬁth at the point
where it 1s most required, ::'md, thirdly, to be
of greater thickness at that portion which
passes about the lacing- studa to prev ent roll-
ing and twisting. -

The drawings hel ewith presented represent
in Kigure 1 a portlon of a shoe fitted Wlth a
lacing embodying my invention. Fig.21s a
plan of a lacing. Fig. 318 a cross- sectlon Ol
line 3 3 in Fig. 2, ELlld Ifig. 4 is a similar view
online44in I‘ln 2. Flﬂ 5 is a modified form
of thé same. -

This invention relates to that class of shoe-
lacing which is woven or braided and com-
posed of some fibrous material, as cotton,
linen, or the like.

As before premised, my invention i pecul-
iarly adapted for that class of shoes where
eyelets and lacing hooks or studs are em-
ployed conjointly. In the use of this partic-
ular class of fastening—the lacing-hook—a
shoe-lacing to be used 10 the best ::Ldvantan‘e
should be made of different cross- seetwnsw
that is, the portion entering the eyelets may
be of band-like form or an oblono rectangle,
orof greater breadth than 1:111(3]{11688, and thuS
18 &dapted to lie flat, as shown in I‘lg 1, and

present a neat appearance. On the contrary,

that portion which engages the lacing-hooks

should be preferably as “thick as it is s bro ad,

or very nearly so, or may be circular or polyg—
onalin cross-section, in order the more readily
to prevent wear and afford greater strength,
while from its shape it is better adapted to
pass under the tip of the hook or stud and
obviates the danger of splitting, the lacing
in cross-section more nearly conforming to
the space it occupies in the bend of the hooL,

and so avoids the rolling or twisting of the

lacing which now frequentlv OCCUrs.

In pra,etlee I propose to make the lacing 2
of an integral length and have it consist “of
some teﬁtﬂe materml in which the central
portion 3, or that which codperates with the
eyelets 4, is preferably proportioned in cross-
seetwn, as shown in Fig. 3—that is, the lac-
ing is to be wider than it is thick; Dut in lieu
of II]"L]IIHG this lacing uniform in eross-section
for its entire length, as hitherto generally
practiced, L eha,nﬂe the form of the extremi-
ties or eud pormons 6, making them of such a
shape that in cross- section the lacing shall
be of a thickness greater than the middle por-
tion, or as br oad as it is thick, or it may be
ciwulm*, as shown at 7 in Fig. 4, or polygo-

nal, but I do not desire to be con "ned to the
exact proportion. Thus, as before stated, the
shape of those portions of the shoe-laemo
which engage the lacing hooks or studs 7
mnore nearly conform to the contour of the
hook and rolling and twisting of the lacing
are prevented. By this peculiar formation ot
the ends of the lacing increased strength is
derived at a point where it is espeemlly de-

sired.

In heu of weaving or forming the 1&01ng, as
shown in Fig. 4, an ordumry 1:-31,(31110* "may be
employed with a central portmn 3’ hawnﬂ'
a ribbon-like cross-section, but in such in-
stances the ends 6 are folded over upon each
other, as shown in Fig. 5, and the opposite
edn'e,s now contiguous are secured together
by smtches T]ns 1 consider, emboches the

subject of my 111vent10n but 1 prefer to make
the lacing in the manner illustrated in Kig. 2.

By the use of a shoe-lacing having the pe-
culiar charaecteristics herein mentloned no
| twisting or rolling of the lacing occurs and
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the central porfion remains flat and presents
at all times a neat and tidy appearance.

What I claim is— |

1. A tie-up shoe-lace as a single length of
textile material, comprising three active por-
tions, the end lacing portions being similar,
butdiffering in eross-section from the central
or middle lacing portion, substantially as set
forth. |

2. A tie-up shoe-lace composed of an inte-
gral length of textile fabric, the middle la-
cing portion in cross-section being wider than
1t 1s thick, and the end lacing portions in
cross-section being of a thickness greater than
that of the middle portion, substantially as
explained.

8. A tie-up shoe-lacing adapted for shoes

in which eyelets and lacing-hooks are em-

‘ployed conjointly, and consisting of a contin-

uous length of woven or braided material in
which the middle portion engaging the eye-
lets differs in cross-section from the active
end portions which are clasped by the hooks,
sald middle portion in cross-section being of
a width greater than its thickness, while the
active end portions are circular or polygonal
In cross-section, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

ISAAC M. SLOCUM.

Witnesses:
H. E. LODGE,
E. K. BOYNTON.
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