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To all whom It may concers

Be it known that I, HENRY O. AMUNDSON, a
¢itizen ofe¢the United States, and a resident of
Clear Lake, in the county of Deuel and State
of South Dakota, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clothes- Line
Reels, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |
My invention relates to clothes-hne reels
designed to be fastened to a stationary sup-
port and by which the line may be conven-
iently drawn tautor relaxed, as circumstances
require, and whereby the Tine when not in
use may be housed and suffi
from the weather; and tothis end my inven-
tion consists of the construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of parts, all as here-
inafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification and to which ref-
erence is made, Figure 1 is a front elevation
of my new and improved clothes-line reel, &
part of the housing or cover being broken
away. Ifig. 2 is an elevation of one side or
end of the same. Iig. 3 is an elevation of
the opposite side or end of the same. Fig. 4
18 a detalled sectional plan view of the reel,
and IF1g. 5 is a plan view of one of the shaft-
plates betx veen which the line is coiled.

A represents the main frame or housing.
This comprises the curved top ¢, the two cslde

‘or cheek pieces b b', and the aperbured lugs

¢ ¢, by which latter the device may be seeured
In position for use by means of screws or bolts
passed through said lugs. The side or cheelk
pieces b b’ are formed with cor responding cir-

cular bearings d d for the crank-shaft B, and
around each of said bearings is formed a

flange e, having formed therein a hexagonal

or other polygonal cavity ¢’ of larger dimen-
sions than the said bearings, as clearly illus-
trated 1n Ifigs. 2 and 3 of the drawings. The
parts thus I.ar described, save the shaft B, are
designed to be made in one piece of malleable
cast-iron, the same to be galvanized or other-
wise coated to prevent rusting and corrosion.

The section f of the shaft B is polygonal in
cross-section—three-sided, as here shown—
throughout sufficient of its length to reach
through the ecircular bearings d d, in which
1t 1s adapted to turn freely. The said sec-

ciently protected

tion f of the shaft B at one end terminates at
a shoulder /' of greater area than the bear-
ings d, and the section f? of the said shaft
whleh is outside of the housing is also polygo-
nal-—squm*e ashere shown-—-—-bemreen the said
shoulder /" and the crank 3. The shoulder
/' limits the inward thrust of the shaft in the
said bearings, andon said section f?outside of
the housing is placed a sliding sleeve C, hav-

1ng acentr: al opening which conforms in shape

to the seciion f°. This sleeve plays freely on
the section f? of the shaft between the crank

/% and the adjacent flange e, and its inner

for.nation conforms in ::,lmpe to the cavities
in the said flanges and is of a size to enter the
same, but not small enough to turn therein.
When the said sleeve is drawn out, the crank-
shaft is free to be turned for winding up or
paying out the line, but when shoved along
the shaftinto the cm"lty of eitherof the ﬂanﬂ‘es

e 1t serves to securely lock the shaft aﬂ‘amst
furtha rotation in either direction. VVhen
the line isremoved from the shaft, it may be
withdrawn and reversed in the housing, so
that it may be operated from the right or left
hand side of the housin 2, as cir cu ms‘r:—umes or

] convenience may require.

D D represent two pldt@% placed on the sec-
tion f of the shaft B within the main frame

or housing to limit and regulate the coiling of

the line upon the said seclion of the shaft.
These plates are duplicates and are formed
each with a central polygonal opening ¢ to fit
upon and cause it to turn with the crank-
shatt. Ontheoutside of each plateis formed
a boss ¢’ to reduce the frictional contact with
the cheek-pieces b 0’ of the main frame or
housing, and the sald plates fit closely upon

the shaft, and when a single coil of line is

placed upon the shaft between them the shaft
cannot be withdrawn, butis held firmly in the
bearings d without 111@ necessity of provid-
ing the shaft with a pin or keyfor locking it

~against longitudinal movement in the main

f1 ame,

The crank -shaft, plates D, and slneeve C
may be made of nmllfeflble cast -iron.

Having thus deseribed my 11went10111 what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel"
Patent, 18—

1. In a clothes-line reel the cmnh shaft
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 formed of a polygonal seetion fF throughout |
“the main portion of itslength, and with a po-
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Iygonal section /%, larger in ¢ross-section than
the section f forming a shoulder /' in. combi-
nation with asliding polygonalsleeve C placed
to slide on said section f* of the shaft and the
cheek-pieces of the frame formed with corre-
sponding bearings and provided with flanges
having polygonal cavities formed therein of
]&I’D‘BI‘ area than the said bearings, substan-
ti ;:.Llly as and for the purposes de&erlbed

2. The main frame orhousing A comprising

the cover a and the side pieces b 0’ formed
with lugs ¢ ¢, corresponding circular bearings

d d and {)utude flanges ¢ ¢ having polyﬂ'onﬂl
cavities ¢’ ¢’ surroundmﬂ sald bearings and
of larger area, and the emnl{ shaft B formea

of a polvwonal section f, a larger polygonal

section 1% and shoulder combined with the
plates D D placed on the section f of the
crank-shaft and the sliding polygonal sleeve

C placed on the section f2 of the shaft, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes described.

HENRY O. AMUNDSON.

Witnesses:
1. C. PETERSON,
OLE BLEGSTAD.
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