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10 all wivom it may concern.: .

Be it known that I, DAviD HILDERLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bar-
tow, inthe county of Polk and State of Florida,
have invented a new and useful Shoe-Tongue
Supporter, of which the following is a speci-
fication. | |

The object of this invention is to preserve
the shape of lace-shoes when worn; to prevent

the slipping of the tongue to one side or the
other or down upon the instep; toobviate the

gaping of the fly and exposing the stocking;
to exclude dirt, wet, and other foreign matter:
to avoid the crowding of the tongue into the
toe of the shoe, ard, lastly, to obviate the
discomfort attendant upon loose tongues in
lace-shoes and to devise a simple means which
can be applied to the tongue to be engaged

by the lace so as to secure the tongue against

accidental displacement and which will attain

the desired endsin an effective manner with-
out creating any pressure upon the foot or

LN

detracting from its appearance. |
The improvement consists of an arched bar

adding materially to the cost of the shoe or

or wire extending lengthwise of the tongue
In its spe--

and secured at its ends thereto.
cific construction the arched bar or wire is
formed at its ends with eyes to receive the
fastenings or eyelets employed for attaching
1t to the tongue, and to provide a substantial
device the latter is struck from sheet metal,
the bar having heads at its ends which are

apertured to receive the eyelets or fasten-

ings. ., -

The improvement consists, furthermore, of
certain details and novel features which here-
Inatter will be more particularly referred to
and claimed, and is susceptible of various
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi-
nor details of construction without departing
from the principle or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof, and to a full disclosure of

the invention an adaptation thereof is shown
‘1In the acecompanying drawings, in which—

Figurelisadetail view of a lace-shoe, show-
ing the application of the invention. Fig. 2
18 a detail view of a portion of the tongue,
having the supporter applied thereto. Fig. 3
1s a detail section of the tongue, showing the

relative disposition of the supporter. Fig. 4

1s a detail view of the device or supporter.

Correspondingandlike partsare designated
n the following description and the views of
the accompanying drawings by the same ref-
erence-characters.

The invention in its general application is
designed for lace-shoes of all makes, styles,
and patterns in which the fly is closed by a
tongue or an equivalent part, the device be-
ing secured to the part provided for closing
the fly. |
- Thesupporter1isarched or curved between
1ts ends and is placed lengthwise of the tongue
2 and attached thereto at its ends and is either
a bar or wire and is provided at its extremi-
ties with eyes 3, which receive the fastenings

or eyelets 4, by means of which the device is

attached to the tongue. |
In the preferable construction the sup-
porter 1s struck from sheet metal of proper

gage, the eyes 3 being formed at the same

time that the device is cut. This construe-
tion admits of the device being manufactured
in quantities and at a minimum cost, and en-
ables 1t to lie close to the foot without injur-
ing the latter or detracting from the appear-
ance of the shoe. When struck up from sheet
metal, the supporter is formed with heads 5
at 1ts ends, and these heads are apertured to
provide the eyes 3. By curving or arching
the device a space is formed between it and
the tongue for the passage of the lace 6, and
the device will bear against the foot at its

| terminals only, and as these terminals are ex-

panded by the provision of the heads 5 the

bearing-surface is extended over a large area,
thereby preventing any callous formation

upon the foot or other injury thereto. More-
over, by forming the supporter in the manner
set forth the middle portion ean be suffi-
ciently light, so as to spring or yield, thereby
giving to the foot in its various movements:

The shoe 7 is laced in the usual way, and
prior to completing the lacing the ends of the

lace are crossed and passed through the space

formed between the tongue and the sup-
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porter. Hence when closing the fly by draw-

be straightened and will be caused to occupy

1ng the ends of the lace taut the tongue will
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" a central position between the edges of the

upper, and will be held In su ch position while
the shoe is worn, thereby preventing the

creeping to one side or the other or down-

ward of the tongue. The relative position of
the device or supporter is not essential, but
the best results are attained by locating it as

“near the end of the tongue as possible, but it
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is essential that it be arranged lengthwise of

the tongue or in a direction parallel with the

fly, so as to come between the edges of the

upper when the shoe is laced.

Having thus described the invention, what

is claimed as new 18—

1. In a lace-shoe, the combination with the

tongue or closure for the fly, of a supporter
comprising an arched or curved bar arranged
lengthwise of the tongue and secured at 1ts
extremities thereto, and adapted to receive
the lace, substantially in the manner and for
the purpose described. -

2. In a lace-shoe, the combination with the
tongue, of a supporter comprising an arched
bar having eyes at its extremities to receive

the fastenings by means of which the sup-

porter is attached to the tongue, and having
a space between the arched portion of the bar
and the opposing side of the tongue through
which the lace passes, substantially in the
manner and for the purpose specified.

3. In a lace-shoe, the combination with the
tongue, of a supporter comprising a bar hav-
ing heads at its ends formed with eyes and
having the middle portion arched, and eye-

lets or fastenings for securing the supporter

to the tongue, the supporter being arranged
lengthwise and about centrally of the tongue

“and having a spaceformed between its arched

portion and the tongue to receive the lace,
substantially in the manner set forth for the
purpose described. * -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. |
DAVID HILDERLEY.

RVit'nesses :
WARREN TYLER,
C. 1.. IIUDDLESTON.
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