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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, LEONIDAS C. FERRELL, a

citizen of the United States, residing at New
Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and State of
Louisiana,have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Belt-Shackles;
and 1 do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the artto

which itappertains tomake and use the same.

My invention relates to shackles for secur-
Ing prisoners, and is designed more particu-
larly asanimprovement upon the shackle dis-
closed in the Letters Patent granted to Da-
vid Israel and myself under date of April 10,
1388, No. 381,005. - ~

The general object of my presentinvention
Is to provide a simple, compact, and strong
shackle having a body-belt of such eonstruc-
tion thatitis adapted to be compactly folded,
50 as to permit of the shackle being conven-
iently carried in the pocket, and onein which
hanacuffs for securing the hands of a pris-
oner to the belt and a chain for securing the
prisoner to a post or for connecting a shackle
on hisleg with the belt are connected with the
sald belt in such manner that any one or all
of them may be readily detached by an offi-
cer when desired. _ - .

With the foregoing endsin view the inven-
tion will be fully understood from the fol-
lowing description and claims when taken in
conjunction with the annexed drawing, in
which the figure is a perspective view of my
Improved shackle complete and ready for use,
the chain being shown as broken.

Referring by letter to the said drawing, A
designates the body-belt of my improved

- shackle. Thisbelt Aiscomposedoffive (more

40

or less) sections B, preferably formed of
spring or resilient steel, which are normally
straight, but are designed to bend to conform
to a prisoner’s body and permit of the end
sections being connected as shown. Each of
the intermediate sections B has one of its
end portions arranged at the inner side of the
end portion of one section and its opposite
end portion arranged at the outside of the
contiguous end portion of the next succeed-
ing section, while one end section has one of
its end portions arranged at the outside of

the end portion of the contiguous intermedi- |

| ate section and the opposite end section has

one of its end portions arranged at the inner
side of the end portion of the intermediate ss
section contiguous thereto. Thelapped por-
tions of the said sections B are connected in

a pivotal or hinged manner by rivets C or
othér suitable means, and consequently it
will be seen that when the end sections are 6o
not connected together the belt may be folded

so that all of the sections will restside by side
and in this condition may be conveniently
carried in the pocket, which is a desideratum.

I prefer to form the sections B of resilientor 65
spring steel, as before stated, but I desire it
understood that I do not confine myself to
forming the sections of such material, as when
desired they may be made rigid of steel or
other suitable material and in the curved %o
form shown.

- One of the end sections of the belt A is pro-
vided with a hasp D, and the other end sec-
tion has two (more or less) apertures E to re-
ceive the hasp D, the plurality of apertures 73
K being provided in order to permit of the
belt being fitted to persons of different sizes.
The hasp D is designed to receive the bow of

a spring or other suitable lock F, and when
sald lock is secured to the hasp, as shown, it 8o
will be seen that the end sections of the belt
will be securely connected together. It will
also be seen that the connection of the end
sections may be very quickly and easily ef-
fected, which is an important advantage. 85

One of the end sections of the belt B is pro- "
vided with a loop F, and to this loop is con-
nected, by links G or other suitable means, a
lock H, which has a bow I, as shown. To
this bow are separately connected, by links go
or other suitable means, handcufts J, which
may be of the ordinary or any suitable con-
struction, and a chain K. The handcuffs J
are designed to receive the wrists of the pris-
oner, so as to hold his hands down in front ¢z
of him in such a position as to effectually
prevent him from running rapidly or offering
material resistance.

The chain K is designed to be connected
with a shackle on theprisoner’s leg to retard roo
his progress, and for the purpose of such
connection sald chain is provided with a ring
or large loop at its free end, as shown. Said

chain IX may also be used to secure a pris-
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oner temporarily to a lamp-post or other sta-
tionary object, so as to enable an officer 10
arrest another prisoner.

The bow I of the lock H is designed to op-
erate like the bow of an ordinary spring-lock,
and consequently it will be seen that either
the chain or the handcuffs may be readily

 disconnected from the lock II and from the
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belt when desired.

It will be observed from the foregoing that
my improved shackle may be made so com-
pact as to permit of it being conveniently car-
ried in the pocket, and it will also be ob-
served that with the shackle an officer may
readily secure a prisoner in such a manner
as to prevent him from offering any effective
resistance.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. As an improved article of manufacture
a shackle-belt comprising a plurality of sec-
tions having their contiguous end portions
lapped and pivotally connected together,
whereby, when the belt is folded, said sec-
tions are adapted to rest compactly side by

side, substantially as and for the purpose set |

forth.
2. As an improved article of manufacture,

a shackle-belt comprising a plurality of nor- |
mally straight sections of resilient or spring |
metal; the said sections having theircontigu- |
ous end portions lapped and pivotally eon- |

nected together whereby, when the belt 1s
folded, said sections are designed to rest
straight and compactly side by side, and the
end sections being provided with means for
connecting them together so as to secure the

“belt upon the body of a prisoner, substan-
tially as specified. |

3. A shackle comprising a belt adapted to
be secured upon the body of a prisoner, &

‘lock having a body permanently connected

with the belt and also having a bow, hand-
cuffs connected with the bow of the lock in

‘such a manner that they may be detached

when the bow is opened, and a chain also
connected to the bow of the lock in such a
manner that it may be detached when the

| bow is opened, substantially as specified.

4. A shackle comprising a belt adapted to
be secured upon the body of a prisoner, a
lock having a body permanently connected
with the belt and also having a bow, and a
chain connected with the bow of the lock and

‘having a ring or large link at its free end

adapted to receive the lock-bow; the sald
chain being adapted tosecure a prisoner to a

‘stationary object, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

LEONIDAS C. FERRELI.

YWitnesses:
JOS. LAUBENSCHLAEGER,
EMILE KLIEN.
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