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To all whom it may conecern:

Be it known that I, JAMES IT. THWING, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, haveinvented anew
and useful Improvement in Staff-Separators,
of which the following deseription, taken in
connection with the drawing, is a specifica-
tion. -

In the drawing like numerals refer to like
parts.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap, simple, and convenient article for the
use of musicians, more especially for begin-
ners, whereby a sheet of music may be en-
tirely covered, with the exception of one or
more stalfs of the same, so that the attention
of the player may be concentrated upon one
stafl at a time, or more, if desired, and will
not be diverted to or confused by the staff
above or below the one which the musician is
playing.

The invention consists of a cover for sheet-
music provided with means whereby any de-
sired amount of surface of the cover may be
opened or removed to expose the surface un-
derneath.

In the drawing formingapartof this speci-
fication, 1 is a music-rack of any suitable
construction. 2 is a sheet of music resting
thereon.

5 1s the frame of my improved staff-sepa-
rator, preferably constructed of cardboard or
pasteboard and being adapted to fold in the
center on the line 4, so that it can be folded
like a sheet of musiec and thus occupy less
space.

The frame 3 has two openings 5 5 therein,
said openings having an area slightly larger
than the space occupied by the staffs upon a
page of musiec. The openings 55 are com-
pletely filled by seetions of cardboard ¢ G 6,
sald sections, being connected to the frame 3
by hinges 7 7 7, preferably of cloth or other
tough flexible material and pasted or other-
wise fastened to the frame 3 and to the sec-
tions 6 6. Inthedrawingoneof the sections
6 is shown open, thus allowing the staff’ 8 to
be seen.

The cardboard of which the stafl-sepa-
rator 18 composed has preferably a tinted
surface o make the same restful to the eye
of the musician.

When the musician has finished practicing
the staft 8, the section ¢’ is turned back so
as to cover the staff S, and the next section is
turned back to expose the staff underneath,
and so on until the whole sheet of musie has
been exposed to view.

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the exact construction shown and
described, as the sections 6 6 might be hinged
at the bottom to the frame 8 without depart-
g from the spirit of my invention.
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What I claim, and desire to secure by Let- 65

ters Patent, is—

A staft-separator consisting of a frame 3,
with openings 5, 5, therein and having sec-
tions 6, 6, hinged thereto, substantially as de-
seribed, for the purpose specified.

JAMES H. THWING.

Witnesses:

EO0. H. CUSHMAN,
W. SCOTT MATHESON.
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