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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiam R. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Westtield, in the county of Hampden and
State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mechanical
Toys Propelled by Living Creatures, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices to be propelled by living creatures—
as, for Instance, trained mice—the object be-
ing to provide an attraction for show-windows
and general amusement. o

The invention relates to a device compris-
ing a turn-table and a support on which it

turns; and the object of the invention is to

provide in such a device means whereby the
turn-table will be supported for rotation in
an inclined plane and whereby said support-

ing devices permit the rotation of the turn-

table with a minimum of friction..
The invention consists in constructionsand
combinations of parts,all substantially as will
hereinafter fully appear, and be set forth in
the elaims, | ' |
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, in which the device is illustrated,

and in which— o
Figure lisasideelevation. Fig. 2isa cen-

tral vertical section through the parts of the

device above the base, and Fig. 3 is a bottom

plan view of the turn-table and equipments

provided thereon.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all of the views. |

In the drawings, A represents a post or
standard having at its bottom a base or suit-
able feet A% At the top of said standard A
a bushing b is set in a socket therefor, said
bushing having fitted therein and supporting
the upwardly-extended pin or rod d, which is
bent, as shown, angularly to the vertical axis
of the post. o -

B represents the turn-table, preferably cov-
ered over its top with cloth . Upon the un-
der side of the turn-table is affixed a block g,
having therein a circular socket %, in which
18 set the hardened-steel bushing ¢, having a
central aperture therein which is downwardly

| aperture is roundéd and receives therein the
upper rounded end of the bent rod d.

m represents a strap of thin metal, the same

being intermediately downwardly bowed,

‘having in its center the hole n and having its
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extremities ¢ ¢ screwed to the block g. This

strap applied as shown serves to keep the
turn-table perpendicular to the upper portion

d?of said rod, which is angular to the vertical
axis of the supporting-post, and thus the ta-
ble in a plane inclined to the horizontal, and
insures that the wall of the flaring socket will

against the rod at the rounded end thereof.

Mice may be easily trained to jump upon
the turn-table and run thereon upwardly rela-
tive to the inclined marginal portion thereof,
causing the table to rotate with rapidity, and
it 18 because of the inclination thereof, sub-
stantially as shown, that the mice will be in-
duced to run and continue this action with
great avidity., The inclination of the table,
moreover, assures from the running action
the rotation thereof. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1Is— | - |

1. In a device of the character described
the combination with a post orstandard hav-
ing at its upper end the rod d which is bent
angularly to the vertical line of the post, of

a turn-table mounted on the upperend of said

60

only be in bearing and in frictional contact
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rod, perpendicularly to the length of said bent

portion thereof, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a device of the character desecribed,
the combination with a post or standard A
having at its upper end the rod d the upper

end portion of which is bent angularly to the

length of the post, of the turn-table provided
atiits under side with the socket 7, and having
the downwardly-bowed strap which engages
the said rod, said socketed turn-table being
mounted for rotation on the upper end of said
rod ¢ perpendicularly to the length of the
bent portion thereof, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. -

) —

- 3. In a device of the character described,

00

the combination with a post or standard A
having at its upper end the rod d the upper

5o flaring, asshown at . The upper end of this | portion of which is bent angularly to the line 100
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of the post, of the turn-table having at its
under side the block ¢ in which is set the
hardened metallic bushing< having the socket
7 which is downwardly flaring, and the strap
5 mhaving its extremities secured to said block
g, being intermediately downwardly bowed
and having the aperture n-which isin bearing
engagement against the angularly-bentupper
portion of said rod d, said turn-table being

ro mounted for rotation on the upper end of said |

rod d perpendicularly to the length of the
bent portion thereof, substantially as de-
scribed and shown.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as ;

my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two witnesses. |
o WILLIAM R. SMITLI.
Witnesses: |
WM. S. BELLOWS,
M. A. CAMPBELL.
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