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10 @LZ;Z, whony it Iy 'cozw'em,.- | | entire length and which form a longitudilgal
| B:e_lt known thatI, Wirriam II. BENFORD, | entrance openingor passage to the loop to per-
a citizen of the United States, residing at | mit the endless olastic band to be readily in-

Lamar, in the county of Barton and State of troduced into the Ioops of the hooks without 55

Misisouri,_haave invented anew and useful Fas- | splittingit. Thehook 3,whichis permanently
tening Device for Shoes, of which the follo- secured to one side of the shoe, has curved

Ing i8 a specification.

‘sides 5, adapted to be introduced into an-eye-

The invention relates to improvements in | let and compressed to secure it permanently

The object of the present invention is to

to the shoe. . 6o

‘The detachable hook is composed of an L-

improve the eonstruection of fastening devices shaped eyelet-engaging portion 6 and a shank

for shoes, and to provide a simple, inexpén- | 7, arranged at right angles to the inner arm ~
8ive, and efficient one capable of ready appli- | of the L-shaped engaging portion. The L-
cation to shoes having eyelets and of elastic- | shaped eyelet-engaging portion 6 isadaptedto 635
ally connecting the sides of a lace-shoe toren- | be readily introduced into an eyelet to en-

~der the same as yielding as an ordinary elas- | gage the inner face of the upper of the shoe,

tic gaiter. o the outer arm of the L-shaped portion lying -

- A farther object of the Invention is to en- | flat against the inner face of the upper and
~.ableashoe to be fastened and unfastened with the inner arm being arranged in the eyelef, 7o
greater rapidity and ease than the ordinary | and the shank 7 forms a loop or-eye for the -

~lace or buttoned shoe. reception of the continuouselastic band. The

The invention consists in the cdnstruction loop-shaped shank lies flat against the outer

and novel combination and arrangement of | face of the upper, and the tension of the elas-

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated | tic band holds the outer arm of the L-shaped 535
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed - engaging portion tightly against the inner |
out in the.claims herbto appended. N face of the upper, so that the detachable hook

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective | offers no projections which might inconven-

vices constructed in accordance with the in- |

-vView of a shoe provided with fastening de- | ience the wearer of the shoe,

The particular shape of the detachabe hoolk 8o

vention. Fig. 2iga transverse sectional view..| enables it to be readily and easily interlocked |
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one of the fas- | with.an eyelet and removed therefrom, and =
tening devices. Fig. 4is a detail perspective { a shoe provideefl with the fastening devices -

view of the detachable hook. may be fasten

and unfastened with greater

Like numerals of reference designate corre- | rapidity and ease than an ordinary lace or 85
sponding parts in all the fi gures of the draw- | buttoned shoe. | |

- The elastic band or strip, which is prefer-

L designates a faStenin'g device disposed | ably continuous, may be constructed of rub-

2, and any desired number of fastening de-

transversely of a lace-shoe 2-and- adapted to | ber or any other suitable material, such as
connect; yieldingly the sides of the lace-shoe | elastic webbing or the like. S

, | | Qo
It will be seen that the shoe-fastener is ex- _

‘vices may be provided, accordin g to the num- | ceedingly simpleand inexpensivein construe-

- ber of eyelets 2° in the sides of the shoe. tion, that it is capable of being readily ap-.

Lach fastening device comprises a perma- | plied to the ordinary lace-shoe, and thatitis
nently-secured hook 38, a detachable hook 4, | adapted to connget tho sides yieldingly and g5
and a continuous.elastic band connecting the | to affcrd the same comfort to the wearer as
hooks and adapted to extend across the space | an ordinary elastic gaiter. It will also be
between the sides of the shoe. Fach hook is | apparent that the fastening device will en- .
preferably constriicted of a single piece of |‘able a shoe to be fastened and unfastened
wire or similar material doubled to form a with greater rapidity and ease than the ordi- foo
loop to receive the elastic band and parallel | nary lace or buttoned shoe. |
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 sides, which are:separated throughout their | - Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
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. terial and consisting of a loop receiving the.
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details of cénstrucﬁiop ,inay be resorted to

‘without departing from the spirit or sacrific-

ing any of the advantages of this invention.
What I claim ig— -

1. A fas{:ening device for shoes com prising
a transvelrsely-disposed endless elastic band,

a pair of hooks carried by the endless band,
designed to be passed through the ordinary

eyelets of a lace-shoe to engage the latter,

and each constructed of a single piece of ma-

endless band, and parallel sides separated
throughout their entire length and forming
an entrance opening or passage to permit the
endless band to be introduced into the loop
without splitting the said band, substantially

as described,

2. A fastening device for shoes comprising

a transversely-disposed endless clastic band
designed to connect yieldingly the sides of a-

lace-shoe, and a pair of hooks, carried by the
band and adapted to pass through the ordi-
nary eyelets of said shoe, each ook being con-

- structed of a single piece of wire doubled’ to
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form a loop to receive the endless band and

extended to form parallel sides.separated
throughout their entire length:To provide an
entrance openingor passage to permit the end-
less band to be intréduced into theloop with-
out cutting or splitfing the same, the sides.of
one of the hooks being curved toengage the in-

nerfaceof theshoeafter being passed through

one of the ordinary eyelets thereof, and the

sides of the other hook consisting of a sub-

stantially L-shaped portion adapted to pass
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through an ordinary eyelet of the opposite

side of the shoe and detachably engage the
latter and bear flat against the inner face
thereof, and a shank arranged substantially
at right angles fo the inner arm of the L-
shaped portion and adapted to bear flat
against the outer face of the shoe, substan-
tially as described. o
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In testimony that I elaim the'_foregoing as -

1my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
Witnesses: | | |

Roy E. MILLER,

JOHN W.. ITERRON.
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