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To all whom it may concern.:
Beitknown thatI, CHARLES McGINN,a sub-

ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing

at Hartford, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Collapsible
Baby-Carriages, of which the following is a
specification. | |

- This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in collapsible baby-carriages,
and has for its object to provide a device of
this description which shall be so constructed
as to be readily collapsible for storing within
a small space or for transportation purposes
and yet when adjusted for use will be as se-
cure and rigid as carriages of ordinary con-
struction.

Another object of my present invention is
to so construct such a carriage as to give the
same general appearance as carriages of ordi-
nary design. |

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and combi-
nation of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.

Inorder thatthose skilled in the artto which
this invention appertains may understand
how to make and use the same, the construe-
tion and operation will now be described in de-
tail, referring to the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of thisspecification,in which—

Figure 1 is a central vertical longitudinal
section of a carriage built in accordance with
my improvement; Fig. 2, a dismembered per-
spective of one of the sides, head, foot, and
bottom of the carriage; Fig. 3, a plan view of
the running-gear, the wheels being omitted;

an axle, handle, side-bar, and spring prior to
assembling; and Iig.5,a section of these parts
after assemblage.

Referring to the drawings in detail, A rep-
resents the body of the carriage, which con-
sists of the sides B, head C, and foot D, and
these parts are provided with the eyes E and
F, soarranged that when the sides, head, and
foot come togetherthey may be secured at the
corners of the body by the insertion of the
pins G,thusformingarectangular body which
will be securely prevented from spreading or
collapsing until the pins have again been re-
moved. | |

H is the bottom of the body, and consists of

suitable woven work, preferably of willow or |

' ratan, having the eyes T woven therewith,

through which the side rods J are adapted to
pass, and these rods also pass through the
eyes K, which are woven with the sides B,
therebysecuring the bottom in place,the front
end of which is pivotally attached to the foot
of the body by the winding of a strand of cane
or other material, as indicated at L, around
the outer cross-piece of the bottom and the
lower cross-piece of the foot. The bottom
only extends rearward to the seat, which lat-
ter consists of a board M, having dowel-pins
N arranged to fit within suitable holes in the
cross-rod O of the bottom and the cross-rail P
of the head.
as indicated at Q, and also other portions of
the body may be thus upholstered. The cross-
rail P terminates in sockets R, as also the
bottom cross-rail of the foot, and through

these sockets pass the rods J at the same time

they are passed through the eyes I, and said
rods may be secured against removal by the
thumb-screws S being run into their threaded
ends. | |

The pins G have their lowerends threaded,
as indicated at T, so that when they are
passed through the eyes E and F they may
be secured against removal by being run into
the threaded ears U, which are formed upon
the sockets R. By this arrangement a rigid

bodyisproduced which may be quickly folded

into a small compass or thercafter adjusted
for use.
the eyes V of the front springs W are placed
between the front sockets R and eyes I, so
that when the rods are passed into place they
will also pass through the eyes V, after which
the springs will be secured in place by the
set-screws X. 'The rear springs W are also
secured upon the rods by the passage of said
rods through the eyes V of said springs,
which are then held in place by the set-screws

- X thereof. -

The running-gear of the carriage consists
of the axles a¢ and b and the side-bars ¢, and
each of these axles is slotted at d for the
reception of the lower ends of the springs W,
which latter have formed therewith the off-
sets e for the purpose hereinafter set forth.

Theside-bars have eyes f, formed upon each
end thereof, adapted to fit over the squared
portion of the axles, and these bars are se-

Thisboard may be upholstered,
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cured to the front axle & by first removing

the set-screws ¢ from the axle, passing the
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eyes over the ends thereof until they are be-
vond the slots d, then placing the ends of the
front springs W within the slots, sliding the
eyes outward over the offsets ¢, and finally
resetting the screws ¢, as clearly shown In

Fig. 8, which will securely hold the several

partsin their properrelative positions against
displacement, as the eyes will retain the ends
of the springs within the slots by engagement

with the offsets, and the screws g will prevent

said eyes from passing out of engagement
with said offsets. |

In securing the side-bars to the rear axle a
the handles /» must first be secured to said
axle, and this securement is provided for by
the eyes 7, carried by the lower ends of the
handles, said eyes being of the same shape as
the eyes f, and after the screws [ have been

removed the eyes 7 may be slipped over the

ends of the axle beyond the points originally
occupied by the screws, when the eyes f may
also be passed into place upon the ends of
the axle and beyond the slots d in order that
the ends of the rear springs may be placed
within said slots, and when this has been
done the eyes f are moved outward until in
engagement with the offsets e, when they will

be held by the outward movementof the eyes

¢ and the resetting of the screws [, as clearly

30

35

40

45

50

55

shown in Fig. 5. DBy thisarrangement it will
be seen that a firm and substantial frame-
work will be provided for a carriage, which
will be as rigid in all respects when adjusted

for use as though each part were made sta-

tionary. |

In adjusting the carriage for use it is pref-
erable to first secure the running-gear, to-
oether with the springs W thereon, and then
attach the body to said springs when adjust-
ing the same; butof course the reverse method
may follow of first adjusting the body with the

springs attached thereto and then securing

the springs to the axles.

In order that the handles may be made

rigid, the stay-rods m are provided, and their
lower ends riveted at o to the side-bars and

their upper ends secured to the handles by
the set-screws o, so that when the carriage

is to be folded these upper ends may be re-
leased and swung parallel with the side-bars,
so as to oceupy but little space. Each of the
handles may be secured to the cross-bar p by
having their upper ends threaded for screw-
ing into suitably-threaded holes formed in
said bar.

In practice a carriage constructed inaccord-
ance with my improvement is of great advan-

tage in that for ordinary purposes it will have
the same appearance as carriages of usual
design, and yet it may be quickly folded, so
as to occupy a very small space, and may
then be carried by the use of a shawl-strap
or the like, thereby permitting its transpor-

tation to or from a pleasure-resort, the con-
venience of which will be readily recognized

by those having a number of small children.

il

It is obvious that a number of slight modi-
fications might be made in the design here
shown, and I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to these exact detalls of con-
struction.

What I claim as new and useful is—

1. A carriage of the character described, a
bodsy, consisting of two sides, and a head and
foot, said sides, head and foot being secured
together at their ends by the passage of pins
through suitable eyes, rods J, a bottom II
supported by said rod, and a running-gear
for the support of said body, substantially as
shown and desecribed.

2. In a carriage of the character described,
a body, consisting of two sides, a head and
foot, said sides and boards being secured to-
cether by pins passed through suitable eyes
secured to said sides and boards, eyes carried
by the sides, rods J fitted within said eyes, a
bottom H supported by the rods, springs W
adapted to be secured to the body, axles «
and b to which said lower ends of the springs
are attached, side-bars ¢ having eyes for en-
ocagement with the axles, and handles also
having eyes for engagement with the rear
axle, substantially as shown and described.

3. In a carriage of the character described,
the sides B, head and foot, each having eyes
at their ends for the passage of pins G in se-
curing said parts in position, eyes carried by
the sides, rods J fitted within said eyes, a bot-
tom H supported by the rods, springs W se-
cured to the ends of the rods by means of
suitable screws, offsets e formed upon the
lower ends of the springs, axles ¢ and b hav-
ing slots d formed therein for the reception
of said lower ends and offsets, side-bars hav-
ing eyes for engagement with the axles and
the offsets, handles having eyes ¢ for engage-
ment with the axle a, and side screws for se-
curing the cross-bars, springs and handlesin
position upon the axle, substantially as shown
and described. o

4. In combination with the body of a car-
riage of the character described, the axles a
and b having slots d formed therein, springs
W, the lower ends of which are provided with
offsets e, said ends and offsets adapted to 1it
within the slots d, side-bars ¢, eyes f formed
thereon for engagement with the axles, screws
g for securing the forward eyes In engage-
ment with the offsets upon the front springs,
handles %, eves ¢ carried thereby, screws [ for

| securing the eyes ¢ and rear eyes f upon the.

axle a, and stay-rods m riveted to the side-
bars and secured by said serews to the han-
dles, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of sub-

seribing witnesses.
CHARLES McGINN.

Witnesses:

S. S. WILLIAMSON,
LESLIE W. NEWBERRY,
J. T. COOGAN, 2d. |
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