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To all whom it may conecermn:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES A. M. TYLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lex-
ington, in the county of Dawson and State of
s Nebraska, have invented a new and useful
Device for Raising or Lowering Buggy and
Carriage Tops, of uhleh the follownw 1S &
qpeelﬁcatwn

This invention relates to that class of de-

to vices for raising or lowering buggy-tops in

which the lever by which the buggy-top is
operated may be placed in position to lie par-
allel with the top of the seat when the buggy-
top 1s 1n any position.

My object in this invention is to provide &
device of simple, cheap, strong, and durable
construection whereby the buggy-top may be
connected with a support from a vehicle-seat.

My object is, further, to provide a device

20 t0 be connected with the supporting-frame

for the buggy-top whereby the joints in the
buggy-top may be broken, so as to enable the
. buggy-top to be lowered with one hand and
the lever for operating the same be placed par-

25 allel with the top of the seat, which means

shall be of simple, cheap, strong, and durable
construction.

My invention GOHSlStS in certain details of
construetion, arrangement, and combination

3o of parts, as herein&fter Set forth, pointed out

in my claim, and illustrated in the acecompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows the complete device as in
practical use.

independently of the shaft. Iig. 3 shows a
detall perspective view of the opposite end of
the shatft and ifs accompanying parts de-

tached.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,

the reference-letter A is used to indicate a
buggy-seat, and A® a metal frame secured to

the back and sides of the seat and having the
buggy-top-supporting rods b hinged thereto,

45 and at the back a shaft C, rotatably mounted

to extend transversely of the seat. .

D indicates the jointed braces of the buggy-
top. 'T'heyare connected with the top in the
usual way.

IFig. 2 shows. a detail view
35 illustrating the means for moving the handle

Their lower ends have openings |

therein to admit the ends of the shaft C, which
are made angular at C°. On each end of the
shaft I have placed first a disk If, having an

_SG

angular central opening; then a rubber cush-

ion I?; then a second disk F°, having an an-
gular central opening and also a groove I’ to
admit the end of the jointed brace, and finally
a nut I on the end of the shaft.

I indicates a coil-spring wound upon the

shaft C, with one end fixed thereto and its.

other end hooked under the frame A?, the
force of the spring being extended to rotate
the shaft in the direction that will elevate the
top. IHence as the top is lowered power is
stored in the spring and its rapid descent
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stopped, and as the top 1s raised the spring 65

will aid and malke it easier to raise.

On the end of the shaft opposite from the

spring is a collar J, fixed to the shaft by
means of a set-serew J*°and having a clutch-
face J° on its outer surface. K indicates a
lever having a mating clutch-faee K* to mate
with the cluteh J° This lever is arranged
to be capable of a rotary movement on the
shaft, and the clutches so arranged that when
the top is raised the clutches will engage, so
that a movement of the lever will lower the
top, and then the lever may be returned to
its horizontal position. To raise the top, one
of the braces thereof 1s grasped and the top
raised in the ordinary way. The lever is used
only to break the joints in the braces, which
operation usually requires both hands. After
the joints are broken the top is easily han-
dled from one side with one hand.
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Having thus described my invention, what 8s

I claim as new therein, and desire to secure
by Letters PPatent of the United States there-
for, is—

The combination of a folding buggy-top, of
a metal frame to extend around the rear and
sides of the buggy-seat, and having the buggy-
top braces hinged to ifs front ends, and hav-
ing bearings at its rear, in the rear of the
seat, a rock-shaft mounted in said bearings,
a disk fixed to the shaft near one end, and
having an outwardly-projecting lug thereon,
a lever rotatably mounted on the shaft, and
having a shoulderthereon arranged to engage
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the projection of the disk when the buggy-top seat as soon as the joints in the buggy-top
is in a raised position and the lever is in a | have been bLroken, substantially as and for 1o
position approximately parallel with the top | the purposes stated. |

of the buggy-seat, so that an nupward move- o '
5 ment of the lever will engage the projection | _JAMES A. M. TYLER.

of the said disk and turntheshaftrearwardly, Witnesses:

and so that the lever may again be moved (. B. DARR,

forwardly to 1fs position on top of the buggy- (. . BPENCER.
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