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"UNITED STATES

—

PaTeENT OFFICE.

—_———— ] —— e e —

JAMES N. GUNN, OF MEDFORD, MASSACIHUSETTS.

CARD-RECORD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 583,227, dated May 25, 1897.
Application filed January 11, 1896, Serial No, 575,113, (No model.) -

To all whom it may COCeriv:

Beit known thatI, JAMES N. GUNN, of Med-
ford, county of Middlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement 1n
Card - Records, of which the following de-
scription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing like parts.

Thisinvention relates towhatare commonly
known as ‘‘card-records’”—that is, records
comprising a plurality of independent cards,
arranged onebehind another,and upon which

~are entered, respectively, such data or mat-
‘ter as it is desired to have systematically and

conveniently recorded in condition for ready
reference.

Prior to my invention it has been the cus-
tom to arrange cards in large numbers in
a suitable drawer or receptacle and to di-
vide them into divisions, each division con-
taining a different record or class of records,
by inserting at desired intervals what are
known as ‘‘division-cards,” usually higher
than the record-cards, and which furnish a
means of distinguishing the several divisions
of cards and their records.one from another
for reference thereto. FKor many purposes,
however, a subdivision or classification car-
ried one or more steps beyond what is possi-
ble with the usual division-cards is desir-
able—such, for instance, as subdividing one
or more times the cards referred to; but such
further subdivision has herefofore been con-
sidered impracticable, because the usual divi-

sion-cards, constituting the only heretofore-

recognized means of grouping or subdividing
a card-record, cannot be used to advantage,
owing to the absence of any distinguishing
feature or features over and above the rec-
ord-cards other than the one of thelr greater
height. In other words, the usual division-
cards can be used to anyextent for any single
kind of subdivision, but never for more than

a single kind of subdivision in the same

record.

My present invention has for its object the
production of a means for subdividing the
divisions above referred to into any desired
number of subdivisions, readily and conven-
iently distinguishable one from another, and
representing, it may be, as many different
kinds of recordsin the same main record, and

at the same time also actually doing the re-

cording itself by means of the cards, irre-
spective of any entries that may be placed on
or accompany them. | |

My invention consists in a plurality of

cards arranged behind each other and pro- .

vided at their corresponding edges—for in-
stance, along their tops—each with one or
more distinguishing portions, in the nature
of projections, depressions, or other distin-
cuishing features or contours, the distin-

cuishing portions of variouscards containing.

as many different kinds of record being dit-
ferently positioned upon the said cards, so
that by viewing the record as a whole the dif-

ferent subdivisions or subrecords are at once

distinguished and separable one from the
other by following the differently-located dis-
tinguishing portions on the said cards.

The above, together with other features of

6o

70

my invention, will be hereinafter more fully -

described in the specification, and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Inthe drawings,Figurelisanisometric view
of a drawer containing record-cards, illus-
trating one embodiment of my inventionand
showing the same in practical use. Kig. 218
a similar view showing the manner in which
my record-cards are employed to indicate
records in connection with usunalindex-cards.
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing

' the cards symmetrically arranged to record
simple data, the 1l

oure also showing the
scheme of sequence or the various cards re-
quired to be kept in stock for record pur-
poses according to my invention; and Iig. 4,
a view showing several of the individualrec-
ord-cards as somewhat separated to better
illustrate the arrangement of the distinguish-
ing portions for distinguishing the cards one
from another. -

Tn the embodimentof myinvention selected
for illustration herein and shown in the draw-
ings the drawer A may be a usual card-record
drawer, such as commonly used at the present
time, or in place thereof any suitable recep-
tacle may be employed, if necessary, the
drawer shown in Fig. 3 being provided with
the usual lock-rod a, passed through holes ¢’

said cards in position, removal of the rod en-

- abling any individual card or cards to be re-
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of new matter. -

The record proper is composed of the inde-
pendent cards 0, preferably of the same gen-
eral contour and size and arranged to contain
the desired matter of record, of whatever na-
ture 1t may be, my invention not being re-
stricted to the entry of any particular matter
or class of mattér upon the respective cards,
and, in fact, for some uses it is unnecessary
to enter any matter upon the cards, the rec-
ord being kept by the value represented by
or designation of the cards themselves.

In the drawings I have shown several sub-
divisions beyond any that has heretofore heen
considered possible with the usual division-

cards, and while all the record-cards are de- |

nominated by the letter b the several subdi-
visions thereof will be distinguished by dif-
ferent indices, “‘1,” ““2.” &e. -

In the record shown by way of illustration
I have arranged two usual division-cards ¢ C,
the tops of which, however, are made lower

“than usual to avoid concealing the cards back

of the same, which form the principal part of
my invention. Between these division-cards
¢ ¢ I havearranged a division of record-cards
b’y subdivided to distinguish, for example,
residences of different parties.  To accom-
plish this, the first and every eleventh card
thereafter is provided near the extreme ri oht
edge with an upwardly-extended tab or dis-
tinguishing portion d, upon which succes-
sively appear the figures <“1,” <¢9,» ¢«¢3 »
indicating tens in the series. The interven-
ing cards between any two of these tens-cards,
and ten in number, are each shown as pro-
vided also with a raised or distinguishing por-
tion d’, but the distinguishing portion of each
of these intervening cards, ten in number, is
differently positioned from that of any other
card, so that, viewing the series of tens-cards
asshown in Fig. 3, the distinguishing portions
d’ thereof will be viewed one beside another
and 1n step form throughout the series of
tens, and upon these distinguishing portions
d’ appear the figures €¢1,” <29 7 ¢« 3 &e., in-

&y ¢y

dicating units, or the last figure of any num-

ber the first figure of which is represented by
the number upon the distinguishing portions
d of the card at the beginning of the series
of tens. I have herein shown only three of
this series, but it.is evident that I may em-
ploy ten or any other desired number neces-
sary to cover the entire range of numbers
upon any particular street.

Knowing the street, the particular drawer
will bereferred torepresenting thatstreet, and
knowingthe number—for instance,““25”—the
tens series indicated by the fi gure ‘““2” on the

distinguishing portion d will be selected, and

the card distinguished by the figure 5 pon
1ts distinguishing portion will be selected
from that series as showing the last figure of
the number “25,” and referring to that card
the name of the resident or any other data
having reference to that particular street and

&'C., |

moved for change or for the entry thereupon | number will be found.
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The number may be
readily selected, no matter how the cards are
arranged. In Ifig. 1 the cards are shown as
arranged alphabetically, and in Fig. 3 solely
according to the street-numbering, so that in
the former instance the resident may be se-
lected by his name as well as by his number,
or etther number or name being known the

~other may be readily found from the record.

The ordinary guide-card, of which two only
are herein shown, may be used to designate
the name of the street. TIor instance, upon
the first card is displayed the name ‘“School
streetf,” and the cards back of the same indi-
cate that there are not exceeding thirty nums-

bers or doors upon that street, and the guide-

card immediately following shows the name
of another street in which a street-record may
be kept, as in the first, or on the said ecard
may be displayed, as in the present instance,
the words ‘‘Policy-holders,” indicating an
entirely different record kept in the next di-
vision of cards.

Immediately back of the guide or division
card ¢, on which appears the words ‘“Policy-
holders,” is arranged a series of cards marked
b*, econstituting a second division, each of
which i1s provided, as in the first division,
with a distinguishing portion e, there being
in the present instance ten positions cross-
wise of the cards—that is, the distinguishing
portion of any one card may be placed in either
one of these ten positions and thereby appear
in a different longitudinal series. In a divi-
sion of this kind the cards are preferably of
different colors for readily averaging or dis-
tinguishing the ages of policy-holders in mu-

tual benefitinsurance companies andthelike,

so that the different groups of thissecond divi-
sion may be found by glancing down a Iongi-
tudinal series, which thereby reveals one set
of recorded data, and likewise other data may
be found by observing the cards of corre-

sponding color scattered throughout the mass

of cards of the division. IFor example, the
card or cards indicated ¢’ may be green, the
distinguishing portions indicated e¢* may be
white, the distinguishing portions ¢* blue, e
buff, ¢* salmon color, and so on, various col-
ors representing various limits of age or date
of birth. ™Thus green may represent an age
twenty to twenty-nine, inclusive, according
as the green distinguishing portion is located
on a card at its extreme left orone step there-

from, or two steps, three steps, &e., to the last

step of the said ten positions; white, thirty
to thirty-nine, inclusive; blue, forty to forty-
nine, inclusive, and so on throughout the se-
ries, the particular position of the distinguish-

Ing portion as removed from the left edge of

the card indicating the particular year in that
age-limit. IForinstance, a green distinguish-

ing portion located at the extreme left edge of
a card, as hereinshown at e’,would indicate an
age of twenty, whereas a green distingunishing
portion, if removed seven steps or positions
from the edge, as at ¢'%, would thenindicate an
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age of twenty-seven, a white distinguishing

portion, as ¥, seven stepsfrom the edge would
indicate thirty-seven, and a buif distinguish-

ing portion, as ¢!, arranged four steps from the

left edge would indicate an age of fifty-four.
These cards are arranged alphabetically in
Fig. 1, this being the more usual require-
ment, and are arranged otherwise in Iig. o,
as, for instance, in the order in which the
policies were talken out. Thus by viewing the
division of cards b? and counting the number
of ereen distinguishing portions in the first
position the total number of policy-holders
twenty years of age may be easily determined,
and by counting the number of buft distin-
cuishing portions in the fourth position the
number of policy-holders fifty-four years of
age may be determined. From these total
numbers any averaging of ages or other sta-
tistics may be readily formulated. This ar-
angement of distinguishing portions of dif-
ferent colors and different positions to indi-
cate different ages does not in any wise inter-
fere with the usual subdivision of a series
into alphabetical or other order by the usual
cunide or division eards, asindicated in Ifig. 2.
Referring now to the last series of cards 07,
constituting the third division, shown in the
record illustrated in the drawings, the dis-
tinguishing portions f, arranged in different
positions, as in the series {? referred to, have
displayed upon them, it may be, characters
indicating the twelve months of the year, and
upon these cards may be entered any suitable
data—for instance, the name or names of
members whose membership in any organiza-
tion expires on that month of any particular
vear—and the cards thus selected with the
distinguishing portion in position to indicate
the month in which the membership expires
may be subdivided by the usual division or
cuide ecards, indicating an alphabetical ar-
rangement of the names similarly as indi-
cated in IFig. 2. These cards are arranged in
Fig. 1 according to the rotation on commit-
tees, for instance, and in Fig. 3 according to
the expiration of membership alone. '
While I have thus far described the dis-
tinguishing portions as projections and as
colors on the various cards, all the cards hav-
ing the same distinguishishing portions, be-
ing referred to in the eclaims as a ‘‘ group,”
yet the distinguishing portions may equally
well be depressions or otherwise.. For in-
stance, I have shown some of the cards in
the record with their corners clipped at g,
while others have not a corner so clipped,
while in Ifig. 4 the last card is shown as hav-
ing a depression i removed from the end of
the card, and by means of the depressions /2
or ¢, arranged in proper manner either with
or without the projections referred to, the
possibilities of the subdivision or subeclassi-
fication principle may be greatly extended.
From the foregoing brief explanation of a
few of the usesto which my 1nvention may

be put the distinguishing features of the in- |

vention will be apparent—viz., the providing
of the several cards of a series with distin-
onishing portions either in the nature of pro-

jections or depressions differentially posi-

tioned on corresponding edges of different

cards on which are entered different records

or classes of records the cards of the same
oroup—i. e., cards making similar records,

having the same distinguishing portions, and -

the different groups having different distin-
onishing portions, so that when the cards are
arranged in their receptacle or complete rec-
ord position the distinguishing portions of
the cards of any one group or of those cards
wherever located representing the same rec-
ord or class of records will fall in the same
line one behind, the other looking lengthwise
of the series, and the distinguishing portions
of cards of different groups—that 1s, con-
taining different records—will fall in differ-
ent lines, so that the number of longitudinal
lines of distinguishing portions will represent
as many different records or classes of rec-
ords, and the number of distinguishing por-
tions in each longitudinal line indicates the
number of cards in that particular class of
records.

My invention is capable of almost unlim-
ited adaptation, and is therefore not limited

‘to the particular uses shown, or in fact to

any particular uses or records, and while I
have herein deseribed the same as used in
connection with street and number subdi-
visions, &ec., they may be used merely as a
means of showing whether or not particular
cards are in their proper positions—for ex-
ample, the individual cards represented In
the first division b’ of the drawings, Fig. 1,

may be ledger-cards on which the accounts .

of various individuals may be kept—and be-
cause of the systematic distribution of the
distinguishing portions of the various cards
when arranged as in Fig. 3 a uniformity of
appearance is presented to the eye, such that
the removal or obliteration of any card or
distinguishing portion thereof would be at
once apparent to the eye and would in any
event be readily detected by rapidly running
down the lines of distinguishing portions of
the several cards. By the word ‘‘group” I
mean, in the claims, the cards all provided
with the same distinguishing portions.

Having described my invention, and with-
out limiting the same to any particular use,
or to the shape, construetion, or color of the
cards, or to the particular contour, location,
or kind of distinguishing portions thereof,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— | |

1. A series of record-cards distinguished in
oroups by having distinguishing portions dif-
ferently positioned on the cards of different
aroups, similar distinguishing portions being
similarly positioned on all of the cards of the
same group, combined with division or-index
cards arranged at intervals therethrough, as
desired, whereby corresponding records may
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be seen by observing the similar distinguish-
ing portions falling longitudinally in line one
behind the other, in whatever order, or how-
ever arranged, the cards may be, substan-
tially as described. |

2. In eard-records, a stock of record-cards
in a series of groups distinguished from each
other by distinguishing portions differently
positioned on the different groups, the distin-
guishing portions of all the cards of each
group being similarly positioned, said record-
cards being adapted to be used in connection
with one or more indexes, a separate card be-
ing entered for each separate or new record,
the different groups of records being readily
recognized or selected by means of the loca-
tion of their respective distinguishing por-
tions, similar portions falling longitudinally
in line, one behind another, substantially as
deseribed. |

3. A plurality of groups of record-cards, all
the cards of each group being provided with
similar distinguishing

placed, and the different groups having dif-
ferent distinguishing portions, the various
cards being adapted to stand one behind the |

portions similarly |

583,227

other, and the record or records recorded by
the respective groups being indicated by the

~different distinguishing portions, substan-
tially as desecribed.

4. A system of cards for organized records
based on the characterization of the cards by

contour and color, the subjects of the record

being divided up in groups each of which is
represented in the record by cards having a
given contour, with one card for each sub-
ject of the group, the distinguishing portion
of each card of a certain contour being in
alinement with the distinguishing portions of
the cards of like contour but out of alinement
with the distinguishing portions of the eards
of a different contour, the chromatic charac-
terization of the cards being independent of
their characterization by contour, substan-
tially as deseribed. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses.

JAMIES N. GUNN.

Witnesses: -
FREDERICK I.. KMERY,
AUGUSTA K. DEAN,
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