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To all whom it maiy concern.:
Be it known that I, IIARRY DARLING, re-

siding at Alexandria, in the county of Alex-

andria and State of Virginia, have invented
anew and Improved Mail-Bag Lock, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates generally to mail-
bag locks, and more particularly to an im-
proved automatic lock.

The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide an automatic lock which shall be exceed-
ingly cheap and simple in construction, strong
and durable, and highly efficient in opera-
tion.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide an automatic lock in which it is only
necessary toinsertthe locking-tongue to com-
plete the locking operation; and a still fur-
ther object is to provide a lock which when
released by the use of the proper key will serve
to project the tongue from the lock, thereby

“saving considerable time and labor usually

consumed in extracting the tongue from the
lock.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a mail-bag lock which can be applied and

used upon any of the well-known forms of
mail-bags.

With these various objects in view my in- |

vention consists in a peculiar construction of
the various parts and in their novel combi-
nation or arrangement, all of which will be
tully described hereinafter and pointed out
in the appended claim.

In thedrawingsforming a part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a view showing two mail-
bags equipped with my improved mail-bag

lock, the bag to the left showing the rear,

while the bag to the right shows the front, face
of the bag. Tig. 2 is a perspective view of
my improved lock detached from the bag, but
carrying the label which covers the keyhole.
Fig. 3isaviewof myimproved lock detached
from the bag, the label being removed to ex-
pose the keyhole. . Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec-
tional view showing the interior mechanism
of my improved lock, showing the position
of such parts equipped when locked. Fig. 5
i1s a similar view showing the position of the
parts equipped when unlocked. Fig. 6 is a
detail view of a key, such key being slightly
enlarged.

In carrying out my invention I employ a.

case A, which comprises a bottom plate B, a
top plate C, and sides and end portions D.
The plate I3 projects slightly beyond the sides
and ends and is provided with a series of per-
forations B’', through which the ends of the
staples D are passed and riveted, thereby se-
curing the lock upon the outer face of the
flap, said staples projecting inwardly, as
usual, and are adapted to be passed through
slots H, produced in the top portions of the
bag.

The case 18 provided with a supplemental
inwardly-extending rim F for the purpose of
holding a label or tag upon the top of the case,
sald supplemental rim having a transverse
slit ' near the forward end for the purpose
of introducing the label or tag beneath said

rim, said slit having its side beveled for the

purpose of guiding the label or tag into its
correct position. One end of the case has
an opening D produced therein for the pur-
pose of receiving the locking-tongue H, said
tongue being carried upon the strap I, which
1s adapted to be passed through all of the
staples, said strap being swiveled to a plate
K, secured upon the opposite end of the flap
of the bag. |

Pivoted upon the bottom plate within the
case is a lever L, having a nose or dog L’ at
the forward end, said nose or dog projecting
inwardly, as shown, and adapted to engage
the nose or dog H', formed upon the adja-
cent face of the tongue H, the end of said
tongue being pointed, as clearly shown at H>.

Pressing the lever L at the rear end is a
spring M, said spring being secured to the
side of the keysand tending tonormally throw
the inner end of said lever outward. This
movement of thelever is limited by means of
a stop-pin N. A second lever O is pivoted
also upon the bottom plate within the case
and near the opposite edge, said lever being
angular in form, the two rims thereof pro-
jecting toward the lever L. and adapted to
lock the same at a certain time, said lever be-

| Ing normally projected forward or outward

by a spring P, secured to the opposite side of
the case, and the forward movement of this
lever 1s limited by a stop-pin Q.

A keyhole R is produced in the top plate

of the case, and secured to the bottom plate
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1s a post or pintle S, adapted to receive the

barrel of the key T, and upon the bottom and

. top plates of the case are arranged wards V,

~adapted to engage the wards V' of the key,:

IO

15 being of course understood that the wards

of the Va,-rious- locks and keys differ in some

respects, but capable of being operated by a

- key carried by each postal clerk.
- Now in operation the mail-bag is filled, the
flap turned over, and the staples project

through the slots in the sides, and the strap

© is then passed through all of such staples,
~and after being so passed through the side

staples the tongue is projected into the end
-opening ( of the case between the guides G/,
and pushed inward until the point II? engages
~the lever L.
inner end of the lever rearward or outward |

This action throws the rear or

~and brings the nose or dog L’ into engagement

- 20

with the nose or dog H'of the tongue H, and

the very moment that the rear end of the le-

. ver Lipasses beyond the inner member of the

“lever O the spring P will project said mem-
ber in advance of the lever L and lock the
same in such position, as shown most clearly
in Fig. 4, thereby preventing the tongue from.
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- When, however,
bag, the label 1s. ﬁ1 st withdrawn and the key

. one-half 1ev01111310n

belnﬂ Wlthdl awn from the lock
The label or tag can be inserted at any tlme,

:01L1161 before or &ftel the bag 1is locLed Inas-

much as no keyis necessary to lock the bag.
1t 1s desired to unlock the

inserted through the hole R and oiven the

erations.
‘vide a combination bag-lock and label-holder
and also that the label serves to prevent the
loek from being troubled or picked, inasmuch

as sald label covers or eonceals the keyholo
of the lock. |

This causes Lhe bitof |
the key to engage the rear end of the lever O,
drawing its inner or forward member H,WEL}
from Lhe rear end of the lever 1L, and as soon
as said member is drawn away from the lever

1. the spring M acts to project the said lever
forward, drawing the nose or dog IT' and pro-

jecting the tonn'ue outward from the case, as
most clearly shown in Fig. 5.

Tt will thus be seen that I plowde a cheap
torm of mail-bag lock, which is simplicity
itself, thor ouﬂﬂy rehable and exceedingly
1ap1d in both the locking and unlocking op-
It will also be noticed that I pro-
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- Ilaving thus described my invention, what

Iclaimasnew, and desu e to secure by Lettel S

Patent, 1s-—
In a
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mail-bag lock, the combination with

the case A, of a locking-tongue II, the lever

L, having a nose or dog 1./, at the forward end

the adjacent face of the tongue H, the spring

M, bearing upon the lever L, a second lever
O, mwulm in form and adapted to engage

the level L, and lock the same, the spring P,

~adapted to bear upon the lever O, said ]evels
Land O, being angular in form wher eby when

the key IS mbelted for the purpose of disen-

~gaging the lever O, from the lever I, the
[ spring of said lever I, will throw the same -

forward whereby the lever I, will serve to

~eject- the tongue I, from the case, substan-

tmlly as desulbed
| HARRY DARLING.

Witnesses:
THEO. II. FICKS,
‘RoBT. W. WHALEY.

‘and adapted to engage a nose or dog IT', upon
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